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Abbreviations
TERM DEFINITION

AB 32
SB 32

Assembly Bill 32 and Senate Bill 32 - California Global Warming Solutions of 2006: This bill designated The California Air 
5HVRXUcHV %RaUG aV WKH VWaWH aJHQc\ cKaUJHG ZiWK PRQiWRUiQJ aQG UHJXOaWiQJ JUHHQKRXVH JaV HPiVViRQV� 

AB 101
SB 99

Assembly Bill 101 and Senate Bill 99 - Active Transportation Program: Signed in 2013, this bill establishes the Active 
7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ PURJUaP ZiWKiQ WKH &$ 'HSaUWPHQW RI 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ�

AB 1358 Assembly Bill 1358 - The Complete Streets Act of 2008: Requires circulation elements of a city's General Plan to strive for a 
EaOaQcHG PXOWiPRGaO WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ QHWZRUN� 

AB 1731 Assembly Bill 1731 - Three Feet for Safety Act: 7KiV EiOO HVWaEOiVKHV a PiQiPXP WKUHH IRRW EX΍HU IRU Eic\cOiVWV ZKHQ YHKicOHV� 
PRYiQJ iQ WKH VaPH GiUHcWiRQ� SaVV Eic\cOiVWV� 

ATP Active Transportation Plan: A plan that outlines goals, strategies, and projects to increase safety, comfort, and ridership of the 
acWiYH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ QHWZRUN iQ a UHJiRQ�

ATTP Active Transportation Partnership Program: 8QiWHV VWaNHKROGHUV WR cROOaERUaWiYHO\ iPSURYH acWiYH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ�

ARoRS Active Routes of Regional Significance: $ QHWZRUN RI ����PiOHV RI H[iVWiQJ aQG SOaQQHG RQ� aQG R΍�V\VWHP EiNHZa\V aQG 
SHGHVWUiaQ IaciOiWiHV cRQQHcWiQJ iQcRUSRUaWHG aQG�RU XQiQcRUSRUaWHG cRPPXQiWiHV�

Caltrans California Department of Transportation: The state agency that promotes economic vitality and enhances the quality of life 
IRU WKH SHRSOH RI &aOiIRUQia E\ SURYiGiQJ IRU PREiOiW\ RI SHRSOH� JRRGV� VHUYicHV aQG iQIRUPaWiRQ�

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act: Enacted into law in 1970 to require analysis of the impact of public and private land use 
acWiRQV� 7KH EaVic JRaO RI &(4$ iV WR GHYHORS aQG PaiQWaiQ a KiJK�TXaOiW\ HQYiURQPHQW QRZ aQG iQ WKH IXWXUH�

CTC
California Transportation Commission:  This state agency is responsible for programming and allocating transportation 
cRQVWUXcWiRQ IXQGV� ΖW aOVR aGYiVHV aQG aVViVWV WKH 6HcUHWaU\ RI WKH &aOiIRUQia 6WaWH 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ $JHQc\ aQG WKH /HJiVOaWXUH iQ 
IRUPXOaWiQJ aQG HYaOXaWiQJ VWaWH SROiciHV aQG SOaQV IRU &aOiIRUQiaȇV WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ SURJUaPV� 

DOT Department of Transportation: 7KH 8�6� JRYHUQPHQW aJHQc\ WKaW iV UHVSRQViEOH IRU WKH GHViJQ� cRQVWUXcWiRQ� PaiQWHQaQcH� 
aQG RSHUaWiRQ RI KiJKZa\ aQG RWKHU WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ V\VWHPV �i�H�� UaiO� aiU� PaVV WUaQViW� aQG IHUUiHV��

FHWA Federal Highway Administration (within the U.S. Department of Transportation�� &RRUGiQaWHV KiJKZa\V ZiWK RWKHU PRGHV 
RI WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ WR acKiHYH WKH PRVW H΍HcWiYH EaOaQcH RI WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ V\VWHPV aQG IaciOiWiHV XQGHU cRKHViYH IHGHUaO SROiciHV� 

FTIP
Federal Transportation Improvement Program: With enactment of TEA 21, now known as the Metropolitan Transportation 
ΖPSURYHPHQW PURJUaP �07ΖP�� WKiV caSiWaO iPSURYHPHQW SURJUaP iQcOXGHV WKUHH SUiRUiWi]HG \HaUV RI SURJUaPPiQJ aQG caWHJRUi]-
HV aOO IHGHUaOO\ aiGHG WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ SURMHcWV� 8SGaWHG aW OHaVW RQcH HYHU\ WZR \HaUV� iW PXVW EH SUHSaUHG iQ cRRSHUaWiRQ ZiWK aOO 
iQWHUHVWHG JURXSV aQG WKH JHQHUaO SXEOic�

MAP-21 Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century: Passed by Congress in 2012, this federal bill is a funding and authorization 
EiOO IRU VXUIacH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ VSHQGiQJ�

RTIP Regional Transportation Improvement Program: 7KiV fiYH�\HaU SURJUaP VKaOO EH SUHSaUHG aQG aGRSWHG E\ WKH 5HJiRQaO 
7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ POaQQiQJ $JHQc\ �57P$� IRU VXEPiVViRQ WR WKH &aOiIRUQia 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ &RPPiVViRQ

RTP Regional Transportation Plan:  State-mandated document to be developed every three years by all MPOs that consists of 
SROic\� acWiRQ� aQG fiQaQciaO HOHPHQWV� 7KH 57P iV WKH EOXHSUiQW RI WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ iPSURYHPHQWV iQ WKH UHJiRQ�

SB 1 Senate Bill 1- Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017: Enacted in 2017, this bill invests $54 billion over the next decade to 
fi[ URaGV� IUHHZa\V aQG EUiGJHV iQ cRPPXQiWiHV acURVV &aOiIRUQia aQG SXWV PRUH GROOaUV WRZaUG WUaQViW aQG VaIHW\�

SB 375 Senate Bill 375: Directs the California Air Resource board to set emissions targets with the goal of reducing greenhouse gas 
HPiVViRQV� 

SB 735 Senate Bill 735 - Sustainable Communities Strategy: Requirement that local and regional jurisdictions prepare Sustainable 
&RPPXQiW\ 6WUaWHJiHV WR GHYHORS ORZ�caUERQ� aOWHUQaWiYH Za\V WR EUiQJ SHRSOH SHRSOH aQG UHVRXUcHV cORVHU WRJHWKHU�

SB 743 Senate Bill 743 - Transportation Impacts: This bill updates the way transportation impacts are measured for new develop-
PHQW SURMHcWV WR HQcRXUaJH OHVV GUiYiQJ�

SLOCOG San Luis Obispo Council of Governments: 7KH &RXQciO VHUYHV aV WKH 5HJiRQaO 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ POaQQiQJ $JHQc\ �57P$�� &HQVXV 
'aWa $ɝOiaWH� 0HWURSROiWaQ POaQQiQJ 2UJaQi]aWiRQ �0P2�� aQG 6HUYicH $XWKRUiW\ IRU )UHHZa\ (PHUJHQciHV �6$)(� IRU WKH UHJiRQ�

SRTS Safe Routes to School (Federal fund program): The SRTS Program is a national and international movement to enable and 
HQcRXUaJH HOHPHQWaU\ aQG PiGGOH VcKRRO cKiOGUHQ� iQcOXGiQJ WKRVH ZiWK GiVaEiOiWiHV WR ZaON aQG Eic\cOH WR VcKRRO�

TAP Transportation Alternatives Program

VMT Vehicle Miles of Travel: Total vehicle miles is the composite of total mileage traveled by each vehicle over a
JiYHQ SHUiRG RI WiPH �aQQXaO� PRQWKO\� HWc���
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Those of us who are lucky enough to call the beautiful 

hills and seascapes of the San Luis Obispo region home 

NQRZ WKaW ZH aUH VR YHU\ IRUWXQaWH� 0aQ\ \HaUV aJR� Ζ 

had the privilege of organizing a train trip down the state 

of California that culminated at a political convention in 

6aQ 'iHJR� 7KH WUiS ZaV WUaYHOiQJ aW iWV EHVWȃaQ aGYHQ-

WXUH fiOOHG ZiWK IaPiOiaU IacHV� JRRG IRRG� aQG PXVic WR 

accRPSaQ\ WKH aZHVRPH EacNGURS RI RXU JROGHQ cRaVW�

It’s easy to take in all of our region’s beauty when you 

take a stroll, hop on your bicycle, or observe the view 

IURP WKH ZiQGRZ RI a WUaiQȃaQG WKaWȇV ZK\ ΖȇP VKaUiQJ 

WKiV OiWWOH VWRU\ ZiWK \RX� 7KiV \HaU Ζ VHUYH aV WKH ERaUG 

president for SLOCOG, an agency which guides a lot of 

the transportation and land use planning decisions you 

see carried out when you step onto our regional trail 

network, take a bicycle ride down the street, or board 

a Pacific 6XUȵiQHU WUaiQ

Why do I keep mentioning the train when this active 

transportation plan is focused on expanding infrastruc-

ture for biking and walking? Because they complement 

HacK RWKHU IaQWaVWicaOO\ȃaQG ZKiOH WUaiQ WUaYHO iV a ViJ-

QificaQW SaUW RI RXU UHJiRQȇV KiVWRU\� Ζ EHOiHYH iW VKRXOG 

aOVR SOa\ a EiJ SaUW iQ RXU IXWXUH� ΖPaJiQH ZKaW cRXOG 

happen for all of the SLO region if people could con-

veniently access all of our charming towns and cities 

by train from any direction? And from there hop on a 

trail or grab a bus to get to their ultimate destination? 

$OO WKHVH PRGHV ZRUN EHVW ZKHQ XVHG WRJHWKHU� *RiQJ 

beyond the car to connect all the various parts of our 

region with multiple modes has tremendous potential 

IRU UHViGHQWV aQG WRXUiVWV aOiNHȃaQG RXU UHJiRQ cRXOG 

UHaOO\ EHQHfiW IURP a ERRVW iQ aGGiWiRQaO WRXUiVP GROOaUV�

While our region has made excellent progress with our 

active transportation infrastructure, we still have a lot 

to do! For instance, we’re still missing a critical 35-mile 

link that would join the communities of Santa Margarita 

and San Miguel via the Northern Anza Salinas River 

Trail with the completion of a critical gap Templeton-

$WaVcaGHUR &RQQHcWRU� 5iJKW QRZ� iI \RX ZaQW WR ZaON 

or ride your bike from one trail to the other you have to 

UiGH a EiNH RQ WKH ���ȃaQG RQO\ WKH PRVW H[SHUiHQcHG 

UiGHUV VKRXOG GR WKiV� (QVXUiQJ VaIH� cRQQHcWHG URXWHV 

IRU SHRSOH RI aOO aJHV aQG aEiOiWiHV aUH ZKaW ZH aUH aIWHU� 

The Templeton-Atascadero Connector Trail has been 

funded and planning is underway; the hitch has been 

how to safely allow walkers and bicyclists to cross the 

1RUWK $WaVcaGHUR UaiOURaG cURVViQJ� %XW Ζ NQRZ &RXQW\ 

Public Works and Parks will deliver!

I have four more years left to serve as a County Supervisor 

and board member of SLOCOG, and I have my sights set 

on seeing the Templeton-Atascadero Connector Trail, 

aQG RWKHUV� fiQiVKHG ZiWKiQ WKaW WiPHIUaPH� Ζ ZaQW HYHU\-

one to have the opportunity to reconnect with nature, 

our historic main streets, our growing wine industry, and 

everything that makes this region so unique!

— John Peschong
SLOCOG Board President

John Peschong
Board President
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While the car represents freedom to many, we have 

awakened to the truth that creating our communi-

WiHV aURXQG caUV aQG UHWURfiWWiQJ RXU ciWiHV WR SXW WKH 

QHHGV RI GUiYiQJ fiUVW KaYH KaG a QHJaWiYH iPSacW RQ 

our personal health and well-being and our sense of 

community, and a destructive impact on our environ-

PHQW� Ζ EHOiHYH WKiV SOaQ� WKH YHU\ fiUVW RI iWV NiQG IRU 

our organization, presents us with the opportunity to 

break down barriers to active, healthy transportation 

that unfortunately have been planned into existence, 

RIWHQ ZiWK XQIRUHVHHQ cRQVHTXHQcHV�

With this plan we’ll see a lot of opportunity for low-

HU�cRVW iPSURYHPHQWV WKaW ZiOO aOORZ XV WR UHWURfiW� RU 

plan ahead, to far better connect our neighborhoods, 

our communities, our cities, and our county in ways 

that will make biking, walking and taking public transit 

much easier, more convenient, and enjoyable options 

IRU HYHU\RQH�

Personal stories touch people and make change pos-

ViEOH iQ Za\V WKaW GaWa aQG VWaWiVWicV aORQH MXVW caQȇW� 

With that in mind, this plan contains stories from actual 

residents of SLO County to illustrate and illuminate the 

plan as a way to make it more accessible and interesting 

IRU a EURaG aXGiHQcH�

ΖȇP IURP &RURQaGR GRZQ iQ 6aQ 'iHJR &RXQW\� Ζ NQHZ 

as a young man that I wanted to travel and do purpose-

IXO ZRUN� iQcOXGiQJ KHOSiQJ iPSURYH WKH HQYiURQPHQW� 

I set my sights on a degree in Environmental Services 

aW &aO PRO\ 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR� ZKicK IXOfiOOHG ERWK� 8SRQ 

graduating I knew I didn’t want to drive to an 8 to 5 job 

-- in fact, I wanted a people-based job I didn’t have to 

drive to at all! 

I joined Peace Corps as an agroforestry extensionist 

aQG ZaV VHQW fiUVW WR +aiWi� aQG WKHQ WR &RVWa 5ica WR 

SOaQW WUHHV� 'XUiQJ P\ IRXU \HaUV iQ WKH PHacH &RUSV� 

Ζ KaG WKH SUiYiOHJH WR WUaYHO WR QHaUO\ fiIWHHQ cRXQWUiHV 

aQG VHH WKH ZRUOG� %XW WKH UHPaUNaEOH EHaXW\ RI 6aQ 

Luis Obispo County stayed with me, as well as the 

GHViUH QHYHU WR KaYH WR GUiYH WR P\ MRE� 

:KHQ Ζ ZaV UHaG\ WR UHWXUQ WR WKH 8�6� iQ ����� Ζ ORRNHG 

IRU aQ RSSRUWXQiW\ WR OiYH aJaiQ iQ 6/2� 0\ cKaQcH caPH 

ZiWK 6/2&2*� 7KH\ QHHGHG aQ HQYiURQPHQWaO VSHciaOiVW 

WR ZRUN RQ WKH 5HJiRQaO 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ POaQ� 2YHU WKH 

past 30 years I’ve worked my way up through several 

positions in the organization, but I’ve never needed to 

GUiYH WR ZRUN� Ζ VWiOO UiGH P\ EiNH�

— Pete Rodgers
SLOCOG Executive Director

Pete Rodgers
SLOCOG Executive Director 



8  |  Regional Corridors

2021

ATP

This page intentionally left blank. 



2021

ATP

Introduction
What is active transportation and why is it important?
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What is Active Transportation?
Active transportation refers to human powered, non-motorized transportation. 
There are many examples of active transportation: walking, bicycling, pushing 
baby strollers, wheelchairs, e-scooters. For the purposes of this report, active 
transportation refers primarily to walking and bicycling. 

7KHUH aUH PaQ\ EHQHfiWV acTXiUHG WKURXJK acWiYH 

WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ iQcOXGiQJ aOOHYiaWiQJ WUaɝc cRQJHVWiRQ� 

reducing vehicle emissions, enhancing a downtown’s 

economic vitality and reducing a neighborhood’s 

cUiPH UaWH� $cWiYH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ aOVR SURGXcHV KXPaQ 

cR�EHQHfiWV VXcK aV UHGXcWiRQV iQ KRXVHKROG WUaQVSRUWa-

tion costs, daily/weekly stress, childhood obesity rates 

aQG EORRG SUHVVXUH� 

6/2&2* acNQRZOHGJHV WKHVH EHQHfiWV aQG VXSSRUWV WKH 

goals of Toward an Active California, that by 2040, 

people in California, regardless of age, physical ability 

and income, can safely, comfortably and conveniently 

ZaON aQG EiNH IRU WKHiU WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ QHHGV� 

The San Luis Obispo region is considered an attractive 

and friendly place to live, work and visit, in no small 

part due to a temperate climate and coastal geogra-

SK\� ZKicK iV iGHaO IRU ZaONiQJ aQG Eic\cOiQJ \HaU URXQG� 

As population and employment continue to grow, the 

resulting impact is a need to systematically manage the 

existing transportation system while proactively plan-

QiQJ IRU IXWXUH iQYHVWPHQWV� 7KiV iQcOXGHV cRPSOHWiQJ 

inter-community infrastructure facilities, addressing 

NQRZQ cRQȵicW SRiQWV VXcK aV KiJKZa\ cURVViQJV WR 

improve safety and comfort, and clearly delineating 

URXWH Za\fiQGiQJ aQG ViJQaJH� 

11  |  Introduction
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While the general population of the region is growing 

older, a growing student and tech-worker population has 

increased the need for low-cost commuting alternatives as 

the higher costs of living inhibit private automobile access 

aQG XVaJH� (PHUJiQJ ORZ�cRVW HOHcWUic�SRZHUHG EiNHV aQG 

scooters, made accessible through smartphone applica-

tions, are challenging communities’ local ordinances to 

accRPPRGaWH RU SURKiEiW WKHP� $JaiQVW WKiV EacNGURS� 

there are major challenges to funding new active trans-

portation projects, as state grant-based programs are 

iQcUHaViQJO\ cRPSHWiWiYH� 7KHVH VWaWHZiGH cRPSHWiWiYH 

H΍RUWV OaUJHO\ IRcXV iQ aUHaV ZiWK a KiJKHU GHQViW\ RI GiV-

aGYaQWaJHG iQQHU ciW\ SRSXOaWiRQV aQG cRPPXQiWiHV� 

Active Transportation  
and Tourism 
Biking, as well as trails and walkable town centers, are 

attractive amenities for San Luis Obispo County, and these 

SOa\ aQ iPSRUWaQW UROH IRU HQKaQciQJ ORcaO HcRQRPiHV� 

SLOCOG is invested in helping to establish a premier west-

coast outdoor destination (trails, parks, venues, roadways 

aQG aPHQiWiHV� IRU aOO W\SHV RI ZaONiQJ aQG EiNiQJ �URaG� 

UaciQJ� %0;� PRXQWaiQ aQG c\cORcURVV� aQG aOO OHYHOV RI 

UiGHUV �UHcUHaWiRQaO� aPaWHXU aQG SURIHVViRQaO�� 

The existing San Luis Obispo countywide trail system that 

connects all SLO County trail assets into a world class 

experience for residents and visitors who love to walk, 

hike, run, bike, and ride horses has been highlighted by 

9iViW 6/2 &$/ aV KiJKO\ aWWUacWiYH WR WRXUiVWV� 6/2&2* 

continues to improve, connect, and promote these trails 

WR IXUWKHU aWWUacW WRXUiVWV� ΖQ SaUWQHUVKiS ZiWK 9iViW 6/2 

CAL, Bike SLO County, its local partners (Bike Happening, 

CCMP, SLO Regional Rideshare, Cal Poly Bicycle Coalition, 

6/2%&� &\cOH &HQWUaO &RaVW aQG 6/2  &RXQW\ PaUNV� 

12  |  Introduction
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Figure 1-1: Schematic SLO County
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I’ve lived for many years in the lovely Judson Terrace 

Homes complex for low-income seniors in San Luis 

2EiVSR� )RU WKH SaVW �� \HaUV ΖȇYH OiYHG caU IUHH� XViQJ 

ERWK WKH ciW\ RI 6/2 aQG WKH 9HQWXUa WUaQViW V\VWHPV� ΖW 

ZRUNV ZHOO IRU PH� :KHQ Ζ caQȇW JHW a EXV cRPIRUWaEO\� Ζ 

can make reservations through Ride On or the Ventura 

Transit System who uses Smart Shuttle or Lyft to ferry 

SHRSOH aURXQG WR PHGicaO aSSRiQWPHQWV PaiQO\� 7KHUH 

is also SLOCOG's program entitled Senior Go which will 

take reservations for grocery shopping, doctor appoint-

PHQWV� aQG YiViWV WR IUiHQGV
 aQG IaPiOiHV
 KRXVHV� 8VHUV 

are allowed up to four round trips per month and cost is 

EaVHG RQ PiOHaJH� 6R IaU� Ζ
YH XVHG iW WZicH aQG iW cRVW PH 

$5 for a round trip from the Homes parking lot to Ralphs 

JURcHU\ VWRUH � VR� iW iV cRQYHQiHQW aV ZHOO aV UHaVRQaEOH�

My adventure in car-free living began when my then 

seventeen-year-old Chevy Berlinetta broke down and I 

ViPSO\ cRXOGQȇW a΍RUG WR UHSaiU iW� )RUWXQaWHO\� Ζ ZRUNHG 

iQ GRZQWRZQ 6/2 IRU WKH 'iVWUicW $WWRUQH\� ZKicK R΍HUV 

HPSOR\HU IXQGHG PaVV WUaQViW� 

It’s a terrific program that allows all 
employees to ride mass transit for 
free with our ID card. Unfortunately, 
not enough people utilized it because 
the bus routes and timing weren’t 
convenient enough for many. 

%XW iW VXiWHG PH MXVW fiQH� HVSHciaOO\ aV ZH KaYH a VKHO-

WHUHG EXV VWRS UiJKW RXW IURQW RI RXU cRPSOH[� 

A few years ago, the city decided they wanted to move 

our Judson Homes bus stop to a nearby busy corner 

ZiWK a OaUJH SROH UiJKW iQ WKH PiGGOH RI iW� 1RW RQO\ GiG 

this mean a longer distance to travel, but obstacles 

beyond the light pole included a hydrant, cracked side-

walks, and an incline and decline which would have 

PaGH iW YHU\ GiɝcXOW WR WUaYHO IRU VHYHUaO RI P\ QHiJK-

bors, who use walkers or wheelchairs to access the bus, 

WKHiU PaiQ PHaQV RI WUaQVSRUW� Ζ ZHQW WR WKH &iW\ &RXQciO 

aQG ZaV VXccHVVIXO iQ VWRSSiQJ WKH UHORcaWiRQ� 

Riding transit isn’t without its challenges, especial-

O\ RQ WKH ZHHNHQGV ZKHQ WKHUH aUH IaU IHZHU EXVHV� 

Sometimes I have to wait up to 45 minutes for a bus, 

and just the other day it took me an hour and a half to 

JHW KRPH EHcaXVH RI WKH EXV VcKHGXOH� 7KH\ȇG cHUWaiQO\ 

have more riders if both the routes and the schedules 

ZHUH PRUH cRQYHQiHQW� 

Being able to live car free yet also be mobile in my senior 

\HaUV PaNHV OiIH PXcK PRUH HQMR\aEOH� 7KH EXVHV aUH 

air conditioned, and they allow me to stay active and 

participate in things like volunteering for the Personnel 

%RaUG IRU WKH &iW\� 7KH EXV GUiYHUV aUH cRXUWHRXV aQG 

helpful and there’s a real sense of community amongst 

WKRVH RI XV ZKR UiGH WKH EXV IUHTXHQWO\� 

— Louise Justice

Living Life 
Car Free
Testimonial from Louise Justice
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Action Strategies 
What actions can SLOCOG take to improve active 
transportation in the San Luis Obispo region?

CHAPTER 2
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SAFETY

CONNECTIVITY

LIVEABILITY

ACCESSIBILITY TO TRANSIT

COORDINATION & COLLABORATION WITH 
LOCAL AGENCY PLANS & IMPLEMENTATION

FOCUS ON DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES

SLOCOG’s action strategies emphasize strengthening existing partnerships 
and establishing regional safety and mobility policies that maximize 
community benefits. These goals guide SLOCOG's actions. 
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Prioritized initiatives and studies that meet these goals include:

 ♦ Toward Zero Deaths
Vision Zero is an organizing framework for eliminat-

iQJ IaWaOiWiHV aQG VHUiRXV iQMXUiHV caXVHG E\ WUaɝc 

cUaVKHV� $JHQciHV aQG MXUiVGicWiRQV aURXQG WKH ZRUOG 

have adopted Vision Zero goals to reduce the loss 

of life on local roadways and enhance road safety 

WKURXJK HQJiQHHUiQJ aQG SURJUaPPiQJ cKaQJHV�

Related Action Strategy Goals: 

 ♦ Regional bike & hike tourism
Enhancing the attractiveness of bike and pedestrian 

IaciOiWiHV iQ WKH UHJiRQ ZiOO ERRVW ORcaO HcRQRPiHV�

Related Action Strategy Goals: 

 ♦ Safe Routes to School
Promote projects that enhance the safety and 

convenience of walking and bicycling to school by 

increasing their competitiveness as they seek ATP 

JUaQW IXQGiQJ� 6/2&2* ZRUNV ZiWK ORcaO MXUiVGicWiRQV 

WR SUiRUiWi]H WKHVH SURMHcWV�

Related Action Strategy Goals: 

 ♦ Transit & rail connectivity
Safe active transportation connections to rail are a 

SUiRUiW\ iQ RUGHU WR IaciOiWaWH fiUVW�OaVW PiOH PREiOiW\� 

SLOCOG is engaged in a multi-agency Coastal Rail 

Corridor study aimed at improving the frequency, 

reliability, and ease of use of passenger trains on the 

cRaVWaO URXWHV EHWZHHQ 6aQ )UaQciVcR aQG /RV $QJHOHV�

Related Action Strategy Goals: 

 ♦ 6iJQificaQW UHJiRQaO cRUUiGRUV
Coordinating with jurisdictions within the region, 

SUiRUiW\ iV SOacHG RQ cRQQHcWiQJ ViJQificaQW URXWHV 

and corridors for a more robust network of journeys 

VXSSRUWHG E\ EiNHZa\V aQG PXOWi�XVH SaWKV�

Related Action Strategy Goals: 

 ♦ Complete streets
SLOCOG, following federal guidance, promotes com-

SOHWH VWUHHWV SURMHcWV� &RPSOHWH VWUHHWV HQcRXUaJH 

active transportation use by providing safe spaces 

IRU aOO XVHUV�

Related Action Strategy Goals: 

 ♦ %ic\cOH Za\fiQGiQJ  
& signage development
$ cRQViVWHQW Eic\cOH Za\fiQGiQJ ViJQaJH SURJUaP 

will improve the visibility of routes and the overall 

network, particularly through mixed class infra-

structure as the system of protected bikeways  

iV GHYHORSHG�

Related Action Strategy Goals: 

 ♦ Data collection & analysis  
to measure progress
Data collection from volunteer mobility counts 

and analysis inform the process of prioritizing and 

developing projects, as well as assisting with mea-

suring outcomes to verify results and assist with 

SURMHcW HYaOXaWiRQ� 

Related Action Strategy Goals: 
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Years previously, I had unsuccessfully dabbled with an 

e-bike kit; now, I was inspired anew by a colleague who 

XVHG KHU PRGHUQ IXOO\ iQWHJUaWHG HOHcWUic EiNH GaiO\� 

6RRQ� Ζ WRRN KRPH P\ RZQ H�EiNH� 5iGiQJ iW� ZiWK iWV VSHHG 

and ease of use, showed me the possibilities of this now 

PaWXUH WHcKQRORJ\� 7KH H�EiNH UHTXiUHG JHWWiQJ RQ aQG 

SHGaOiQJ� QRWKiQJ PRUH� ΖW HYHQ iQWHJUaWHG OiJKWV aQG 

IHQGHUV� 2Q WKH H�EiNH P\ WUaYHO WiPHV GHcUHaVHG aV Ζ 

URGH WR P\ iQWHUQVKiS IXOO\ GUHVVHG aQG SUREOHP�IUHH� 

I encouraged my fellow planning students to try my 

H�EiNH� 8QVXUSUiViQJO\� VRPH ZHUH VROG RQ WKH iGHa 

immediately after riding around the courtyard and 

VHHiQJ ZKaW iW cRXOG GR� 

More surprising to me were the 
numerous strangers who stopped me on 
the street almost weekly to ask me about 
my e-bike and my experience. Many 
were eager to obtain one for themselves.

Yet I routinely heard from friends, including those who 

ORYHG P\ H�EiNH� aERXW KRZ WKH\ ZRXOG OiNH WR UiGH� ȊEXWȐ�ȋ 

7KaW ȊEXWȋ aOPRVW aOZa\V UHOaWHG WR VaIHW\� 0\ IUiHQGV 

were reluctant to ride because our streets are scary and 

dangerous – streets like Santa Rosa Street, Chorro Street, 

Broad Street, Foothill Avenue and Madonna Road that 

MX[WaSRVH IaVW caU WUaɝc ZiWK EiNHV� 0RVW GR QRW SRVVHVV 

PHaQiQJIXO aOWHUQaWiYH GiUHcW URXWHV�

Ζ HPSaWKi]H ZiWK P\ IUiHQGV� Ζ JUHZ XS UiGiQJ RQ GaQ-

gerous roads and became accustomed to them by 

QHcHVViW\� EXW WKH\ VWiOO VcaUH PH� (YHQ QRZ� a caU cRPHV 

cORVH WR KiWWiQJ PH aERXW RQcH SHU PRQWK�

I am buoyed by the excitement for e-bikes and yet I 

fear that this enthusiasm will waste away for lack of 

VaIH iQIUaVWUXcWXUH� Ζ KRSH WKaW RXU QHHG IRU cOiPaWH 

solutions and for healthier bodies and cities will lead 

XV WR PaNH RXU ciWiHV VaIH�

— Eric Azriel

Most of my life I strove to commute and complete 

errands by biking or walking, yet it was often impos-

ViEOH� :KHQ Ζ GHciGHG WR UHWXUQ WR VcKRRO WR HaUQ P\ 

master’s in urban planning, I decided to pick some-

ZKHUH Ζ cRXOG OiYH caU�IUHH�

I sold my car the week before my long trip west to Cal 

PRO\� Ζ KaG YiViWHG 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR� ZHiJKHG WKH UHOaWiYH 

accHVViEiOiW\ aQG VaIHW\� aQG GHciGHG WR WaNH WKH SOXQJH� 

Living here, I learned which routes were safer, which 

were quicker, where I had to take the lane, and which 

URaGV ZHUH cRPSOHWHO\ XQVaIH� Ζ URGH WR WKH JURcHU\ 

VWRUH� WR cOaVV� aQG HYHQ WR WKH KaUGZaUH VWRUH� 7KaW 

fiUVW \HaU Ζ UHQWHG a caU RQcH RU WZicH IRU ORQJHU WUiSV 

RXW RI WRZQ EXW RYHUaOO GiG QRW PiVV iW�

0\ fiUVW ZiQWHU iQ 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR� Ζ VWaUWHG ZRUNiQJ aW 

aQ iQWHUQVKiS GRZQWRZQ� %HcaXVH Ζ ZRUH SURIHVViRQaO 

clothing, I needed a way to travel quickly without becom-

iQJ KRW RU VZHaW\� $OWKRXJK WKH GiVWaQcH ZaV UHOaWiYHO\ 

VKRUW� WiPH aQG HOHYaWiRQ ZHUH iVVXHV�

Electric Bikes
Testimonial from Eric Azriel
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Policy Setting
How do existing local, regional, state and federal 
legislation and programs shape SLOCOG’s Active 
Transportation Plan?

CHAPTER 3
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Local Policy
SLOCOG works in partnership with local member agencies to create a comprehensive 
plan that supports local policies. Examples from recent active transportation plans by 
local governments highlight progressive goals to improve the active transportation 
environment in SLO county. 

City of San Luis Obispo  
Draft Active Transportation  
POaQ ������
Commitment to Vision Zero� 6/2 aiPV WR cRQWiQXH 

implementation of the City’s Vision Zero policies and traf-

fic VaIHW\ SURJUaPV WR GHYHORS a WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ V\VWHP 

that will reduce, and ultimately eliminate, fatal and severe 

iQMXU\ cUaVKHV ZiWKiQ WKH &iW\ RI 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR E\ �����

SLO also intends to achieve a 20% modal shift from car 

WUiSV WR WUiSV Yia acWiYH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ� 7KiV ZiOO UHTXiUH aQ 

Increase in the share of citywide commute trips made by 

Eic\cOiQJ WR ��� aQG ��� E\ ZaONiQJ E\ ����� $GGiWiRQaOO\� 

the City aims to double the mode share for all bicycle and 

SHGHVWUiaQ WUiSV IRU SXEOic .��� VcKRROV iQ WKH ciW\�

City of Paso Robles Bicycle and 
PHGHVWUiaQ 0aVWHU POaQ ������ 
7KH SOaQ UHcRPPHQGV �� PiOHV RI QHZ EiNHZa\V� 2I 

WKHVH� ��� aUH PXOWi�XVH SaWKV aQG �� aUH EX΍HUHG� RU 

JUHHQ EiNH OaQHV� 1HZ &OaVV Ζ URXWHV IRU XVH E\ SHGHV-

trians and bicycles are planned along the Salinas River 

to provide better connections and also to provide recre-

aWiRQaO RSSRUWXQiWiHV iQ a VaIH� R΍�VWUHHW HQYiURQPHQW� 

Included in target actions to achieve a complete bike and 

pedestrian network is to “Collaborate with SLOCOG and 

SLO County on planning, design, funding and implemen-

WaWiRQ RI ViJQificaQW UHJiRQaO cRUUiGRUV�ȋ

Existing Active  
Transportation Plans 
The County of San Luis Obispo and all seven of the 

cities within the region have developed bicycle plans in 

accordance with the California Bicycle Transportation 

$cW �6WUHHWV aQG +iJKZa\V &RGH 6HcWiRQ �����������

ENTITY DOCUMENT

San Luis Obispo 
County County Bikeways Plan (2015/16)

Arroyo Grande Bicycle & Trails Master Plan (2012)

Atascadero Bicycle Transportation Plan

Grover Beach Bicycle Master Plan

Morro Bay Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan (2011)

Paso Robles Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan (2018)

Pismo Beach Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan

San Luis Obispo SLO ATP (January 2021)

Table 3-1: Local Related Plans
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Local and Regional 
Coordination 
7KH $7P fiWV iQWR WKH IUaPHZRUN RI 6/2&2*ȇV V\VWHP ZiGH 

programs including the Regional Transportation Program 

�57P� aV ZHOO aV WKH 5HJiRQaO 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ ΖPSURYHPHQW 

PURJUaP �57ΖP� aQG WKH )HGHUaO 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ 

ΖPSURYHPHQW PURJUaP �)7ΖP�� 7KHVH GRcXPHQWV iGHQWiI\ 

the region’s transportation needs and outline project pri-

RUiWiHV IRU WKH IXWXUH� 7KH $7PȇV JRaOV aQG SURMHcW OiVWV aUH 

aOiJQHG ZiWK WKRVH iQ RWKHU 6/2&2* SURJUaPV� EXW R΍HU 

a SROic\ XSGaWH EHWZHHQ WKH ���� 57P aQG WKH ���� 57P�

The ATP supports local bicycle and pedestrian plans 

of member agencies and compliments other regional 

active transportation plans including plans developed 

E\ &aOWUaQV 'iVWUicW �� PaVR 5REOHV� aQG 6/2� 

Active Transportation  
Partnership Program 
Achievements of the Active Transportation Partnership 

PURJUaP �$7PP� IRUP WKH EaViV RI WKH 6/2&2* $7P� /aVW 

updated in February 2019, the ATPP facilitates import-

ant partnerships throughout the region, with the main 
goal of building a robust and connected walking and 
bicycling network. 

The ATPP, provided with a budget of approximately 

$55,000 per year, is a critical regional long-term plan-

ning tool that outlines ways to address major active 

transportation goals across varied partnerships in the 

UHJiRQ� 7KH REMHcWiYH RI WKiV SURJUaP iV WR SURYiGH ȊOiJKW 

WRXcK�ORZ�cRVW aQG KiJK iPSacW�KiJK OHYHUaJHȋ acWiYiWiHV 

for identifying and improving components of the walking 

aQG Eic\cOiQJ QHWZRUN� 7KH H΍RUWV IRUP WKH IRXQGaWiRQaO 

planning tools for the 2021 ATP and are consistent with 

2019 RTP Action Strategies as well as various ATPs of 

member agencies, including Caltrans D5, the City of Paso 

5REOHV ������� aQG WKH &iW\ RI 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR ������� 

The ATPP sets out eight key strategies, shown in Table 
3-2: Partnership Program Strategies, including a 

renewed commitment to public health, targeting pro-

JUaPPaWic ȊSaUWQHUVKiSȋ H΍RUWV iPSacWiQJ RXU acWiYH 

modes infrastructure, street and highway improvements 

aQG UHcUHaWiRQaO WUaiO HQKaQcHPHQWV� 7KiV iV acKiHYHG 

through a series of activities, planned and refreshed 

every two years, to build visibility for the regional bicycle 

QHWZRUN �i�H� Za\fiQGiQJ�� aGGUHVV VWaWHZiGH REMHcWiYHV� 

and assist the region’s local jurisdictions to better com-

SHWH IRU VWaWH aQG IHGHUaO JUaQW IXQGiQJ� 6RPH acWiYiWiHV 

include coordinating the volunteer-led national bike 

cRXQWV� IRcXViQJ H΍RUWV RQ 6576� caSiWaO iQIUaVWUXcWXUH 

576� WUaQViW ]RQH iPSURYHPHQWV� UHJiRQaO Za\fiQGiQJ 	 

signage coordination and recognizing the public safety 

H΍RUWV RI OaZ HQIRUcHPHQW aQG VaIHW\ RɝcHUV ZKR XVH 

a Eic\cOH aV SaUW RI WKHiU OaZ HQIRUcHPHQW ZRUN� 

Caltrans District 5  
Active Transportation Plan 
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STRATEGY TITLE AND DESCRIPTION

STRATEGY 1 Review and Establish a Regional Policy on Safety and Mobility

Work with member agencies, partners and stakeholders to initiate a regional Vision Zero pedestrian and bicycle safety 
aQG PREiOiW\ SROic\� 5HcRJQi]H WKH EHQHfiWV RI HQIRUcHPHQW RɝcHUV RQ EiNH SaWURO�

STRATEGY 2 Maximize Benefits from Healthy Communities, Economic Vitality and Environment

Work to summarize, analyze and promote information from around the county on key indicators relating to  
HQYiURQPHQW� SXEOic KHaOWK aQG HcRQRPic YiWaOiW\� 6HHN ORZ�cRVW SiORW SURMHcWV WR aGYaQcH SURJUaP JRaOV�

STRATEGY 3 Re-invigorate Partnerships and Stakeholder Involvement

Work to ensure partner goals and objectives are brought current and organizational targets are maximized through 
cROOaERUaWiYH H΍RUWV IRcXViQJ RQ aYaiOaEOH IXQGiQJ� UHGXciQJ HQcXPEUaQcHV aQG iPSOHPHQWiQJ acWiYH PRGHV iQ WKH 
���� 57P aQG VXSSRUWiQJ WKH 6WaWH &$ $cWiYH 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ PROic\� (QJaJH iQ aQG KRVW SaUWQHUVKiS ZRUNVKRSV RQ 
WRSicaO iVVXHV�

STRATEGY 4 Progress the SRTS Prioritization Tool Kit

Continue to develop the SRTS Prioritization Tool, which ranks public schools which have established SRTS education 
aQG HQcRXUaJHPHQW SURJUaPV aQG IRcXV RQ GHOiYHUiQJ a VPaOO QXPEHU RI NH\ iQIUaVWUXcWXUH SURMHcWV TXicNO\�

STRATEGY 5 Improve Conditions for Accessibility to Regional Transit Stops

Improve high and medium priority conditions within a ¼ mile of transit stops, based on Regional Transit Zones’ 
aVVHW iQYHQWRU\ aQG XSGaWHG ZiWK H[iVWiQJ cRQGiWiRQV�

STRATEGY 6 Conceptualize Significant Regional Corridors and Complete Streets

:RUN ZiWK PHPEHU aJHQciHV WR UHfiQH WKH 6iJQificaQW 5HJiRQaO &RUUiGRU �65&� QHWZRUN

STRATEGY 7 San Luis Obispo Regional Bicycle Wayfinding and Signage Strategy

Make the urban and rural San Luis Obispo County Region easier to navigate by non-motorized travel
WR V\QHUJi]H Eic\cOH WRXUiVP� Eic\cOH IUiHQGO\ EXViQHVV GiVWUicWV aQG HcRQRPic YiWaOiW\�

STRATEGY 8 Initiate Supplemental Data Collection and Analysis

Initiate region-wide coordination of bike and pedestrian counting program to measure and monitor use of active 
WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ PRGHV � XVHG iQ cRQMXQcWiRQ ZiWK ORcaO GRZQWRZQ aVVRciaWiRQV WR aOVR PHaVXUH ORcaO HYHQWV�

Table 3-2: Partnership Program Strategies 



26  |  Regulatory Setting

2021

ATP

State and Federal Policy
During the past decade, state and federal legislation and coordination of active 
transportation improvements has strengthened and provided both guidance and 
funding opportunities within a more focused approach compared with previous 
piecemeal programs and efforts. 

 ♦ The California Active Transportation Program 
(CA ATP), created in 2013, established targets and 

a funding mechanism to improve active transporta-

WiRQ aW aOO MXUiVGicWiRQ OHYHOV acURVV WKH VWaWH�

 ♦ Toward an Active California is Caltrans’ (updated 

0a\ ����� fiUVW VWaWHZiGH SROic\�SOaQ WR VXSSRUW 

travel by bicyclists and pedestrians through objec-

WiYHV� VWUaWHJiHV� aQG acWiRQV� 7KiV SROic\ GiUHcWiRQ 

continues support for the recent trend of increas-

ing bicycle and pedestrian travel in the state and 

strengthens the connection between transportation, 

HQYiURQPHQWaO VXVWaiQaEiOiW\� aQG SXEOic KHaOWK�

 ♦ SLOCOG has developed a Regional Transportation Plan 

as well as an Active Transportation Partnership Program 

WR GHfiQH aQG SUiRUiWi]H acWiRQV WR SURPRWH aQG GHYHORS 

acWiYH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ WKURXJKRXW WKH UHJiRQ�

 ♦ &aOiIRUQia 6HQaWH %iOO � �6% �� aGGV ���� PiOOiRQ GRO-

OaUV aQQXaOO\ WR WKH &$ $7P�

 ♦ 7KH *RYHUQRUV �(2� 1������� caOOV IRU acWiRQ IURP 

multiple state agencies to reduce GHG emissions and 

mitigate the impacts of climate change and includes 

direct acknowledgment of the role the transportation 

sector must play in addressing climate change

CA Active
Transportation
Program (CA ATP)
SB 99, AB 101

AB 32, SB 32

MAP - 21

SB 735

AB 1731

SB 743

AB 1358

SB 1
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Over the past decade, active transportation has become 

a PaMRU IRcXV RI WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ SOaQQiQJ� &aOiIRUQia KaV 

worked to coordinate various active transportation 

plans into comprehensive legislation that provides both 

guidance and funding opportunities for active trans-

SRUWaWiRQ iPSURYHPHQWV� 7KH UHVXOWiQJ VWaWH SURJUaP� 

aQG *UaQW &\cOH � *XiGHOiQHV ������ HVWaEOiVK WaU-

gets, guidelines, and funding mechanisms to improve 

active transportation at all jurisdiction levels across 

WKH VWaWH� 7KHVH SURJUaPV IRUP WKH IRXQGaWiRQ RI 

6/2&2*ȇV $7P� 

In addition to California regulations, local and regional 

SaUWQHUVKiSV aOVR SOa\ aQ iPSRUWaQW UROH iQ GHfiQiQJ 

and prioritizing actions to promote and develop active 

WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ� 6/2&2*ȇV $7P iV iQWHQGHG WR SURYiGH a 

regional plan, framework and context in collaboration 

with several other recently created ATPs within the 

UHJiRQ� 6HH Table 3-1: Local Related Plans� 7KH $7P 

integrates information formulated through working 

cRPPiWWHHV iQcOXGiQJ WKH 6aIH 5RXWHV WR 6cKRRO �6576� 

Task Force, Active Transportation Partnership Program 

�$7PP�� +HaOWK\ &RPPXQiWiHV :RUN *URXS� aQG 6/2 

&RXQW\ %ic\cOH $GYiVRU\ &RPPiWWHH� 

AKA NAME YEAR JURISDICTION

- Active Transportation Partnership Program
Establishes partnerships with agencies across the region to collectively improve 
active transportation region-wide.

2019 SLOCOG

-
Toward an Active California

Sets forth progressive policies and actions to achieve a comfortable and connected 
environment for active transportation.

2017 Caltrans

-
Caltrans Strategic Management Plan

Acts as a roadmap for Caltrans by providing clear direction for meeting statewide objectives, creating and 
GHHSHQiQJ VWUaWHJic SaUWQHUVKiSV aQG HVWaEOiVKiQJ SHUIRUPaQcH PHaVXUHV WKaW PRQiWRU VXccHVV�

2015 
to 2020 Caltrans

-
California Transportation Plan 2040

Provides a common framework for guiding transportation decisions and investments at all levels of 
JRYHUQPHQW aQG WKH SUiYaWH VHcWRU�

2016 Caltrans

SB 99, 
AB 101

California Active Transportation Program
Provides framework and funding for active tranportation improvements and plans. 2013 State Congress

SB 1 Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017
ΖQYHVWV ��� EiOOiRQ RYHU WKH QH[W GHcaGH WR fi[ URaGV� IUHHZa\V aQG EUiGJHV iQ cRPPXQiWiHV acURVV 
&aOiIRUQia aQG SXWV PRUH GROOaUV WRZaUG WUaQViW aQG VaIHW\�

2017 State Congress

AB 1731 Three Feet for Safety Act
(VWaEOiVKHV a PiQiPXP WKUHH IRRW EX΍HU ZKHQ YHKicOHV SaVV Eic\cOiVWV�

2013 State Congress

SB 743 Transportation Impacts
Updates the way transportation impacts are measured for new development projects to  
HQcRXUaJH OHVV GUiYiQJ�

2013 State Congress

Map-21 Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century
A IXQGiQJ aQG aXWKRUi]aWiRQ EiOO IRU VXUIacH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ VSHQGiQJ� 

2012 Federal

AB 1358 The Complete Streets Act of 2008
Requires circulation elements of a city's General Plan to strive for a balanced multimodal  
WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ QHWZRUN�

2008 State Congress

SB 735 Sustainable Communities Strategy
Requirement that local and regional jurisdictions prepare Sustainable Community Strategies to develop 
ORZ�caUERQ� aOWHUQaWiYH Za\V WR EUiQJ SHRSOH SHRSOH aQG UHVRXUcHV cORVHU WRJHWKHU�

2008 State Congress

AB 32, 
SB 32

Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006
Designated The California Air Resources Board as the state agency charged with monitoring and regulat-
iQJ JUHHQKRXVH JaV HPiVViRQV�

2006 State Congress

Table 3-3: Related Legislation
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California Active 
Transportation  
Program (CA ATP)
The California Active Transportation 
Program consolidates several existing 
federal and state transportation 
programs into a single plan with a focus 
on promoting active transportation 
among local jurisdictions. 

5aWKHU WKaQ SiHcHPHaO SURJUaPV aQG H΍RUWV� aV SUH-

viously done, this comprehensive bill (Senate Bill 99, 

&KaSWHU ��� aQG $VVHPEO\ %iOO ���� &KaSWHU ���� SUR-

vides important guidance and funding opportunities 

for jurisdictions and helps to establish California as a 

QaWiRQaO OHaGHU iQ acWiYH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ� 

7KH SURJUaPPiQJ H΍RUWV RI WKiV SURJUaP VXSSRUW IXWXUH 

applications for funding and aim to support and address 

regional shortfalls in information, data and partnership 

H΍RUWV� 7KH OHJiVOaWiYH IUaPHZRUN HVWaEOiVKHV WKH OHJaO 

context and basic guidelines for which active transpor-

WaWiRQ SURJUaPV aQG SURMHcWV caQ EH SXUVXHG� 

The purpose of state-level ATP policy is to encourage 

increased use of active modes of transportation by 

achieving the following goals, which are woven into the 

goals and policy objectives of the SLOCOG ATP: 

 ♦ Increase the proportion of trips taken by biking  
aQG ZaONiQJ�

 ♦ ΖQcUHaVH VaIHW\ aQG PREiOiW\ IRU QRQ�PRWRUi]HG XVHUV�

 ♦ $GYaQcH WKH acWiYH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ H΍RUWV RI UHJiRQaO 
aJHQciHV WR acKiHYH JUHHQKRXVH JaV �*+*� UHGXcWiRQ 
JRaOV� SXUVXaQW WR 6% ��� ������ aQG 6% ��� �������

 ♦ (QKaQcH SXEOic KHaOWK�

 ♦ Ensure that disadvantaged communities fully  
VKaUH iQ WKH EHQHfiWV RI WKH SURJUaP�

 ♦ PURYiGH a EURaG VSHcWUXP RI SURMHcWV WR EHQHfiW  
PaQ\ W\SHV RI acWiYH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ MRXUQH\V�

California Complete Streets Act
$VVHPEO\ %iOO �$%� ���� �/HQR�� aOVR NQRZQ aV WKH 

California Complete Streets Act, was signed by Governor 

$UQROG 6cKZaU]HQHJJHU RQ 6HSWHPEHU ��� ����� 7KH OaZ 

requires cities and counties to ensure that local streets 

and roads meet the needs of all users, including active 

WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ XVHUV� ZKHQ XSGaWiQJ WKHiU JHQHUaO SOaQV� 

California was the first state in the 
nation to ensure that all local streets 
and roads accommodate the needs 
of bicyclists, pedestrians and transit 
riders, as well as motorists.

In October 2008, Caltrans signed Deputy Directive 64-R2 

�UHQHZHG ����� ZKicK GiUHcWV &aOWUaQV WR iPSOHPHQW 

complete streets to ensure travelers of all ages and abil-

iWiHV caQ PRYH VaIHO\ aQG HɝciHQWO\ aORQJ aQG acURVV a 

QHWZRUN RI cRPSOHWH VWUHHWV� 

The 2021 ATP, in compliance with the Complete Streets 

Act, continues to support member agencies in building 

multimodal networks and encourages projects and other 

enhancements that include complete street components 

aV aQ HOHPHQW RI SURMHcWV UHcHiYiQJ UHJiRQaO IXQGiQJ� 

Three Feet for Safety Act
$VVHPEO\ %iOO �$%� ���� �%UaGIRUG�� aOVR NQRZQ aV WKH 

Three Feet for Safety Act, was signed by Governor Brown 

RQ 6HSWHPEHU ��� ����� 7KH OaZ ZRUNV WR SURWHcW Eic\cOiVWV 

and increase bicycle safety by requiring drivers of motor 

vehicles to provide at least three feet of clearance when 

SaVViQJ SHRSOH UiGiQJ EiNHV�

SLOCOG recognizes the importance of this policy to increase 

bicyclist safety and comfort, and encourages compliance 

ZiWK WKH 7KUHH )HHW IRU 6aIHW\ $cW aPRQJ PHPEHU aJHQciHV� 

The 2021 ATP supports safe designs and prioritizes proj-

ects that increase safety and comfortability for pedestrians 

aQG Eic\cOiVWV�
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Toward an 
Active California
&aOWUaQVȇ fiUVW SHGHVWUiaQ aQG Eic\cOH SOaQ� 7RZaUG aQ 

$cWiYH &aOiIRUQia ������� HQYiViRQV WKaW ȊE\ ����� SHRSOH 

in California of all ages, abilities, and incomes can safely, 

conveniently, and comfortably walk and bicycle for 

WKHiU WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ QHHGV�ȋ 7KH SOaQ iGHQWifiHV SROi-

cies and actions that Caltrans and its partners will take 

to improve the safety and comfort of pedestrians and 

bicyclists throughout the state and supports local and 

UHJiRQaO aJHQciHV aV WKH\ XQGHUWaNH WKHiU RZQ H΍RUWV WR 

make walking and biking an appealing option for many 

HYHU\Ga\ WUiSV� 7KiV SOaQ VHUYHV aV WKH SUiPaU\ JXiGaQcH 

to other state active transportation plans and programs 

iQcOXGiQJ WKH &aOWUaQV '� $cWiYH 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ POaQ�

Toward an Active California grows out of several statewide 

H΍RUWV WR aGGUHVV SUHVViQJ SROic\ iVVXHV� aQG iV EXiOW RQ� 

 ♦ /HJiVOaWiRQ aQG SROic\ H΍RUWV WR PaNH &aOiIRUQia a cOiPaWH 
SROic\ OHaGHU� UHGXciQJ *+* HPiVViRQV aQG 907�

 ♦ California’s Health in All Policies Task Force and 
associated Active Transportation Action Plan that 
highlights the intersection between public health and 
walking and bicycling, including addressing air quality, 
REHViW\� aQG KHaUW GiVHaVH�

 ♦ 5HcRJQiWiRQ RI WKH HcRQRPic EHQHfiWV RI acWiYH  
transportation, including local business support, active 
WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ WRXUiVP� aQG RWKHU H΍HcWV� 

 ♦ California’s push toward sustainable and equitable 
development, including the Caltrans Smart  
0REiOiW\ )UaPHZRUN� 

Toward an Active California complements local and 

regional active transportation plans developed across 

WKH VWaWH� PHUIRUPaQcH PHaVXUHV� SROiciHV� aQG acWiRQV 

set forth by Caltrans in the Transportation Plan are inte-

JUaWHG iQWR 6/2&2*ȇV ���� 57P aQG ���� $7P� 

Only through partnerships, coordination 
and funding can the state achieve 
the goals and policies set in the state 
bicycle and pedestrian plan.

Toward an Active California
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My husband and I have lived in Los Osos for 29 years 

aQG KaG aQ HPSW\ QHVW IRU WHQ \HaUV� Ζ ZaV a VWa\�aW�

home mom but I’ve always been on the lookout for 

Za\V WR VHUYH WKH cRPPXQiW\� Ζ ViW RQ WKH ERaUG RI GiUHc-

WRUV RI WKH ORcaO ZaWHU cRPSaQ\� 

Our neighborhood is at the west end of Los Osos Valley 

Road, the main road through Los Osos and the main 

URXWH WR 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR� Ζ GUiYH iW IUHTXHQWO\ WR JR WR 

WKH JURcHU\ VWRUH� GUXJ VWRUH aQG KaUGZaUH VWRUH� 

There’s one section, less than a mile long between a 

community park and the elementary school, with no 

ViGHZaONV� 7KH URaG KaV a �� 0P+ VSHHG OiPiW� 2Q RQH 

side are houses, where people park on the street and 

GUiYHZa\V RSHQ RQWR WKH VWUHHW� 7KaW ViGH iV QRW cRQ-

GXciYH WR EiNiQJ RU ZaONiQJ� 

2Q WKH RWKHU ViGH iV aQ RSHQ VSacH� 7KHUH aUH QR caUV 

SaUNHG RQ WKaW ViGH� ΖȇYH VHHQ NiGV ZaONiQJ WR aQG IURP 

school in the bike lane, as well as parents with strollers 

aQG SHRSOH ZiWK GiVaEiOiWiHV RQ VcRRWHUV� 7KH\ȇUH JRiQJ 

aJaiQVW WUaɝc� 

7KH VWUHHW aOVR GRHVQȇW KaYH WXUQ OaQHV� :HVWERXQG 

drivers stop to make the left turn and the cars behind 

pull around them into the path of the people walking 

aQG EiNiQJ� :K\ QRW SXW aQ R΍�VWUHHW PXOWi�XVH SaWK RQ 

that side of the street? 

In 2017 I went to a PTA meeting to see if they’d sup-

SRUW WKH iGHa� 7KH\ ZHUH PRUH WKaQ VXSSRUWiYH� 

PaUHQWV ViJQHG P\ SHWiWiRQ�  7KHQ Ζ PHW ZiWK &RXQW\ 

6XSHUYiVRU %UXcH *iEVRQ aQG PaGH a IXOO SUHVHQWaWiRQ� 

He suggested going to the County Bicycle Advisory 

&RPPiWWHH� 7KH\ UHcRPPHQGHG Ζ JR WKURXJK WKH /RV 

Osos Community Advisory Council, the county Parks & 

5HcUHaWiRQ 'HSaUWPHQW� aQG 6/2&2*�  

I understood from the beginning that 
this wouldn’t be easy. After two years 
of attending LOCAC meetings, I got the 
path into the County’s Bikeways Plan 
and the Los Osos Community Plan.  
I was thrilled! 

Funding is always the bottom line with these kinds of 

SURMHcWV� Ζ caOOHG &aOWUaQV WR iQTXiUH aERXW IXQGiQJ aQG 

was told that an individual like me can’t apply for a 

JUaQW� ΖW KaV WR EH aQ RUJaQi]aWiRQ RU SXEOic aJHQc\ OiNH 

6/2&2*� WKH &RXQW\ RU PaUNV 	 5Hc� 

After meeting with those agencies and all the other 

organizations that were suggested, I couldn’t get any-

ERG\ ZiOOiQJ WR MXPS RQ WKH SURMHcW WR JHW IXQGiQJ� ΖWȇV 

EHHQ YHU\ IUXVWUaWiQJ� (YHU\ WiPH Ζ PaGH a SUHVHQWaWiRQ� 

iW ZaV aOZa\V UHcHiYHG YHU\ ZHOO� EXW WKHQ iW IHOO ȵaW� Ζ 

UHcRJQi]H WKaW ΖȇP QRW VcKRROHG iQ KRZ WR GR WKiV� $QG 

ΖȇP QRW JiYiQJ XS� Ζ UHPaiQ KRSHIXO WKaW /RV 2VRV ZiOO 

someday have a safe route to the elementary school, 

community center, skate park, grocery store and other 

EXViQHVVHV WKaW WKiV SaWK ZRXOG OHaG WR�

— Meg Syfan

In Pursuit  
of Safer Streets
Testimonial from Meg Syfan 
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How does SLOCOG’s vision for the community guide 
Active Transportation work in San Luis Obispo County?

Network Principles
& Facilities

CHAPTER 4
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Network Principles & Facilities

The Network Principles provide an overview for assessing how well the Active Routes 
of Regional Significance (ARoRs) network meets its intended purpose, and will help 
guide future regional planning and funding efforts. 

Network Principles
The Network Principles help to determine how to pri-

oritize projects, allocate funds, and assess progress to 

cUHaWH a ZHOO cRQQHcWHG EiNH aQG SHGHVWUiaQ QHWZRUN� 

They include Network Cohesion, Directness, Accessibility, 

$OWHUQaWiYHV� 6aIHW\ aQG 6HcXUiW\� aQG &RPIRUW� 

A successful bicycle and pedestrian network consists of a 

series of interconnected facilities that provide non-motor-

ized road users, of all ages and abilities, the greatest level 

RI PREiOiW\� VaIHW\ aQG cRQYHQiHQcH� 5aWKHU WKaQ VWaQG-

alone improvements, a network is planned, designed, 

constructed, operated and maintained to provide safe 

and convenient access for bicyclists and pedestrians to 

WKHiU GHViUHG GHVWiQaWiRQV� $GGiWiRQaOO\� a ZHOO�cRQQHcWHG 

pedestrian and bicycle network recognizes that trips vary 

in purpose and nature as the level and need for network 

cRQQHcWiYiW\ YaUiHV acURVV cRPPXQiWiHV iQ WKH UHJiRQ�

Network cohesion 
1HWZRUN cRKHViRQ iOOXVWUaWHV KRZ Gi΍HUHQW W\SHV RI 

facilities and travel modes can be integrated to accom-

modate or encourage longer-distance travel by foot or 

EiNH� ΖQ a cRKHViYH QHWZRUN� RSSRUWXQiWiHV IRU GiUHcW WUaYHO 

between destinations are made possible by focusing on 

OiQNV EHWZHHQ iQIUaVWUXcWXUH� PRGHV aQG GHVWiQaWiRQV�

Directness
Directness is a key principle of a connected pedestrian 

aQG Eic\cOH QHWZRUN� $ GiUHcW QHWZRUN PiQiPi]HV WKH GiV-

WaQcH a SHUVRQ PXVW WUaYHO WR UHacK a GHVWiQaWiRQ� 7KiV iV 

especially relevant in the San Luis Obispo region where 

RUiJiQV aQG GHVWiQaWiRQV aUH RIWHQ IaU aSaUW�

Accessibility
An accessible network recognizes and accommodates 

a range of user needs and prioritizes users who are 

XQaEOH� RU SUHIHU QRW WR GUiYH� $ccHVViEiOiW\ UHIHUV WR WKH 

ability of a network to serve all of its users regardless of 

aJH RU aEiOiW\� aQG aOORZ WKHP WR UHacK WKHiU GHVWiQaWiRQV� 

Alternatives
Alternatives within a transportation system provide 

multiple options for routes between an origin and des-

WiQaWiRQ� $ IRcXV RQ SURYiGiQJ aOWHUQaWiYHV IRU acWiYH 

transportation is a key component of any transportation 

V\VWHP� $ VXccHVVIXO SHGHVWUiaQ aQG Eic\cOH QHWZRUN ZiOO 

prioritize the ability for its users to select routes from a 

number of alternatives, rather than focusing all travel 

aORQJ RQH SaUWicXOaU URXWH�

Safety and Security
Safety and Security play an important role in a transpor-

tation network, and it is important to acknowledge the 

UROHV RI acWXaO VaIHW\ aQG SHUcHiYHG VaIHW\� :KiOH a SaU-

ticular location may not have a history of crashes or even 

REVHUYHG cRQȵicWV iQYROYiQJ SHGHVWUiaQV aQG Eic\cOiVWV� 

QRQ�PRWRUi]HG XVHUV Pa\ SHUcHiYH iW WR EH XQVaIH� 8QVaIH 

locations become barriers in the network for pedestrians 

aQG Eic\cOiVWV� 6aIHW\ iV a NH\ JRaO RI WKiV POaQ�
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Comfort
&RPIRUW OHYHO caQ JUHaWO\ iQȵXHQcH WKH SHUcHiYHG VaIHW\ 

of a route and can impact a pedestrian’s or bicyclist’s 

cKRicH WR WUaYHO iQ a cHUWaiQ ORcaWiRQ� &UHaWiQJ PRUH 

welcoming environments, for example through streets-

cape improvements, can can quickly make a place more 

cRPIRUWaEOH IRU EiNHUV aQG ZaONHUV� 

Facilities
A comprehensive active transportation network has infra-

structure that serves the needs of all types of bicyclists 

aQG SHGHVWUiaQV� UHJaUGOHVV RI aJH RU aEiOiW\� $ QXPEHU 

of bicycle and pedestrian facilities and treatments are 

available to make biking and walking a safe and attrac-

WiYH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ cKRicH IRU aOO� 7KHVH IaciOiWiHV iQcOXGH 

bikeways, shared use paths, bike boulevards, bicycle and 

SHGHVWUiaQ VSHcific WUaɝc cRQWURO GHYicHV� VXSSRUW IaciO-

iWiHV �i�H�� EiNH SaUNiQJ aQG PaiQWHQaQcH VWaWiRQV� aQG 

VWUHHWVcaSH iPSURYHPHQWV� 7KH IaciOiWiHV OiVWHG aUH UHJX-

larly utilized tools that help to improve SLO county’s active 

WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ QHWZRUN� 

Bikeways
A bikeway is a road, path, or other travel way, which in 

VRPH PaQQHU iV VSHcificaOO\ GHViJQaWHG aV EHiQJ RSHQ 

to bicycle travel, regardless of whether such facilities 

are designated for the exclusive use of bicycles or are 

WR EH VKaUHG ZiWK RWKHU WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ PRGHV� 

The Caltrans Highway Design Manual and the California 

0aQXaO RQ 8QiIRUP 7Uaɝc &RQWURO 'HYicHV �087&'� aUH 

WKH RɝciaO JXiGHV IRU WKH GHViJQ RI SHGHVWUiaQ aQG Eic\-

cOH iQIUaVWUXcWXUH� +RZHYHU� iQ ���� &aOWUaQV HQGRUVHG 

WKH 1aWiRQaO $VVRciaWiRQ RI &iW\ 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ 2ɝciaOVȇ 

�1$&72� JXiGHV IRU 8UEaQ 6WUHHW aQG 8UEaQ %iNHZa\ 

'HViJQ� EXW GiG QRW aGRSW WKHP� 7KH 1$&72 JXiGH-

OiQHV SURYiGH IRXU EiNHZa\ cOaVVificaWiRQV WKaW VHSaUaWH 

IaciOiWiHV E\ UiGHU cRPIRUW aQG YHKicOH VHSaUaWiRQ� 7KH 

EiNHZa\ IaciOiWiHV aUH GHfiQHG aV IROORZV� 

Class I bikeways, also known as bike paths or shared-

use paths, are facilities with exclusive right of way for 

bicyclists and pedestrians, away from the roadway 

aQG ZiWK cURVV ȵRZV E\ PRWRU WUaɝc PiQiPi]HG� 7KH 

preferred minimum width for a two-way bike path is 

��ȇ aQG �ȇ IRU a RQH�Za\ SaWK� PaWKV iQcOXGH a �ȇ ZiGH 

JUaGHG aUHa aGMacHQW WR HiWKHU HGJH RI WKH SaYHG SaWK�

Class II bikeways are lanes established along streets 

aQG aUH GHfiQHG E\ SaYHPHQW VWUiSiQJ aQG ViJQaJH WR 

GHOiQHaWH a SRUWiRQ RI a URaGZa\ IRU Eic\cOH WUaYHO� 

They are delineated by signs, 6-inch edge strips, and 

SaYHPHQW VWHQciOV� /aQHV aUH UHcRPPHQGHG WR KaYH 

a minimum width of 4-feet when located along roads 

prohibiting parking; 5-feet wide when adjacent to 

parallel parking; and 6-feet where posted speeds are 

JUHaWHU WKaQ �� PSK� 
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Class III bikeways, or bike routes, designate a pre-

ferred route for bicyclists on streets shared with motor 

WUaɝc QRW VHUYHG E\ GHGicaWHG EiNHZa\V WR SURYiGH 

continuity to the bikeway network, or to designate pre-

IHUUHG URXWHV WKURXJK KiJK GHPaQG cRUUiGRUV� 7KHVH 

aUH W\SicaOO\ iGHQWifiHG E\ ViJQaJH RU VKaUHG URaGZa\ 

PaUNiQJV� aOVR NQRZQ aV ȊVKaUURZV�ȋ 

Class IV bikeways, or cycle tracks, are for the exclusive 

XVH RI Eic\cOHV� SK\VicaOO\ VHSaUaWHG IURP PRWRU WUaɝc 

ZiWK a YHUWicaO IHaWXUH �H�J� SaUNiQJ� RU ȵH[iEOH SRVWV�� 

ΖQWHUVHcWiRQV R΍HU XQiTXH cKaOOHQJHV WR WKH GHViJQ aQG 

operation of a separated bikeway, and design should 

VWUiYH WR PiQiPi]H WKH SRWHQWiaO cRQȵicW EHWZHHQ WKH 

bikeway user and the crossing or turning movements 

RI SHGHVWUiaQV aQG PRWRU YHKicOHV� 

Bicycle boulevards are streets with low motorized 

WUaɝc YROXPHV aQG VSHHGV� GHViJQaWHG aQG GHViJQHG 

WR JiYH Eic\cOH WUaYHO SUiRUiW\� /iPiWiQJ YHKicXOaU WUaYHO iV 

achieved by closing through streets with chicanes, land-

VcaSiQJ� RU aQRWKHU W\SH RI EaUUiHU� $ Eic\cOH ERXOHYaUG 

XVHV aQ H[iVWiQJ IaciOiW\ WR iPSURYH EiNH cRQQHcWiYiW\�

SLOCOG prefers Class I and IV bikeways  
wherever possible as they provide the  
most separation from vehicles.

7Uaɝc cRQWURO GHYicHV 
6SHciaOi]HG WUaɝc cRQWURO GHYicHV VXcK aV ViJQaJH� URaG-

way markings and signals, or geometric design features 

can reduce ambiguity for all roadway users and draw 

attention to the presence of bicyclists and pedestri-

aQV� 7KHVH GHYicHV PaNH iW HaViHU IRU Eic\cOiVWV aQG 

pedestrians to interface with vehicles and contribute 

WR iPSURYHG VaIHW\� $ IHZ H[aPSOHV aUH SURYiGHG KHUH� 

A bicycle signal iV a WUaɝc ViJQaO WKaW XVHV Eic\cOH ViJQaO 

IacHV aQG GiUHcWV Eic\cOiVWV WR WaNH VSHcific acWiRQV ZKHQ 

WKHUH aUH QR cRQȵicWiQJ PRYHPHQWV� 8VH RI Eic\cOH 

ViJQaO IacHV iV aQaORJRXV WR SHGHVWUiaQ ViJQaO KHaGV�
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Protected intersections provide greater separation 

and protection for bicyclists and pedestrians, and mini-

Pi]H WKH QXPEHU RI cRQȵicW SRiQWV ZiWK YHKicOHV� 7KHVH 

aUH XVHIXO aW iQWHUVHcWiRQV RI &OaVV Ζ9 EiNHZa\V� 

The intersection bike box, a designated area on 

the approach to a signalized intersection, provides 

bicyclists a space to wait in front of motor vehi-

cles during the red signal phase so that they are 

more visible to motorists at the start of the green 

ViJQaO SKaVH� 

Bicycle Support Facilities
Not included in actual bikeway facilities, but important 

to the overall viability of bicycling as both a long-trip 

and short-trip alternative to driving, are bicycle support 

IaciOiWiHV� 7KHVH IaciOiWiHV iQcOXGH� EXW aUH QRW OiPiWHG WR� 

bike racks, bike boxes, bike racks on transit vehicles, 

lockers and showers at employment centers and bike 

PaiQWHQaQcH VWaWiRQV�

Pedestrian Facilities
Nearly everyone is a pedestrian at some point in the 

Ga\� 7KH ���� $7P WaNHV WKH iQiWiaWiYH WR JR EH\RQG 

merely accommodating pedestrians on the roadway 

system and seeks to reduce fatalities, serious injuries, 

and collisions for motorized and non-motorized users 

aOiNH� PHGHVWUiaQ IaciOiWiHV iQcOXGH� EXW aUH QRW OiPiWHG 

WR� ViGHZaONV� VKaUHG XVH SaWKV �i�H�� &OaVV Ζ EiNHZa\V�� 

boardwalks, pedestrian crossing signals, and pedestrian 

K\EUiG EHacRQV aW XQViJQaOi]HG ORcaWiRQV�

Crosswalk Visibility Enhancements
This example combines curb extensions, high-visibility 

markings, overhead lighting and in-street signs on a 

WZR�OaQH URaGZa\� 

In-street signs
High-visibility crosswalk markings
Warning sign
Overhead lighting 
Curb extension 
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Raised crosswalk 
High-visibility crosswalk markings

High-visibility crosswalk markings
Beacon 
Advance stop line

Raised Crosswalks are ramped speed bumps/tables 

spanning the entire width of the roadway, often placed 

aW PiGEORcN cURVViQJ ORcaWiRQV�

A Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon (PHB)  is a hybrid beacon 

XVHG WR cRQWURO WUaɝc aQG  iPSURYH VaIHW\ aW XQcRQWUROOHG� 

PaUNHG cURVVZaONV� ΖW UHVWV iQ GaUN XQWiO a SHGHVWUiaQ acWi-

YaWHV iW Yia SXVKEXWWRQ RU RWKHU IRUP RI GHWHcWiRQ� :KHQ 

acWiYaWHG� WKH EHacRQ GiVSOa\V a VHTXHQcH RI ȵaVKiQJ aQG 

solid lights that indicate when pedestrians should cross 

aQG ZKHQ iW iV VaIH IRU GUiYHUV WR SURcHHG� 5HcWaQJXOaU�

shaped yellow indicators, known as Rectangular Rapid 

)OaVKiQJ %HacRQV �55)%� aUH aOVR cRPPRQO\ XVHG

High-visibility crosswalk markings
Refuge area 
Curb extension 

A Pedestrian Refuge Island is a median with a refuge 

area that is intended to help protect pedestrians who are 

cURVViQJ WKH URaG� 7KiV cRXQWHUPHaVXUH iV VRPHWiPHV 

UHIHUUHG WR aV a cURVViQJ iVOaQG RU SHGHVWUiaQ iVOaQG� 
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Livable Communities 
A livable community is one that is 
safe and secure, has affordable and 
appropriate transportation and 
housing options, and offers supportive 
community features and services. 
An interconnected multimodal 
transportation network is a critical 
component of a livable community. 

SLOCOG invests in a complete system of transportation 

facilities that foster active lifestyles, reduce vehicle trips 

aQG VWiPXOaWH HcRQRPic acWiYiW\� 7KHVH iQcOXGH VWUHHW-

scapes, boardwalks and promenades, parklets and 

cRQVHUYaWiRQ aQG RSHQ VSacH�

Streetscapes
Streetscape refers to urban roadway design and condi-

WiRQV aV WKH\ iPSacW VWUHHW XVHUV aQG QHaUE\ UHViGHQWV� 

Streetscaping recognizes that streets are places where 

people engage in various activities, including, but not 

OiPiWHG WR PRWRU YHKicOH WUaYHO� 6WUHHWVcaSHV aUH aQ 

important component of public spaces where people 

iQWHUacW� ZKicK KHOS GHfiQH a cRPPXQiW\ȇV aHVWKHWic TXaO-

ity, identity, economic activity, health, social cohesion 

aQG RSSRUWXQiW\ Ȃ QRW MXVW iWV PREiOiW\� 6WUHHWVcaSiQJ caQ 

iQcOXGH cKaQJHV WR iQWHUVHcWiRQV aQG cURVViQJV� WUaɝc 

management, sidewalk conditions, landscaping (par-

WicXOaUO\ WUHH cRYHU�� VWUHHW IXUQiWXUH �EHQcKHV� JaUEaJH 

caQV� HWc��� EXiOGiQJ IURQWV aQG PaWHUiaO VSHcificaWiRQV� 

Attractive and inviting streetscapes provide a safe built 

environment for bicyclists and pedestrians and spur local 

HcRQRPic acWiYiW\� :aONiQJ aQG EiNiQJ KHOS UHYiWaOi]H a 

downtown, increase private investment and support the 

GHYHORSPHQW RI a JRRG EXViQHVV cOiPaWH� PHGHVWUiaQ� 

bicycle and transit friendly streetscapes can be achieved 

E\ ZiGHQiQJ ViGHZaONV� SURYiGiQJ EX΍HUV aORQJ WKH VWUHHW 

aQG UHGXciQJ WKH IUHTXHQc\ RI cXUE cXWV�

A Road Diet iV a URaGZa\ UHcRQfiJXUaWiRQ UHVXOWiQJ iQ a 

reduction in the number of travel lanes, which is usually 

achieved by converting a four-lane undivided road to 

WKUHH OaQHV� 7KH VSacH JaiQHG E\ HOiPiQaWiQJ OaQHV iV 

W\SicaOO\ XVHG IRU RWKHU XVHV aQG WUaYHO PRGHV� 

Bikeway
High-visibility crosswalk markings
Pedestrian refuge island
Two-way left turn lane
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Boardwalks & Promenades
Boardwalks and promenades improve the recreational 

pedestrian experience and encourage a vibrant coastal 

H[SHUiHQcH� 7KH PiVPR %HacK PURPHQaGH� IURP SiHU 

to Main Street, was constructed in 2011 and exten-

ViRQ SOaQV aUH XQGHUZa\� 7KH 0RUUR %a\ +aUERUZaON 

links the Embarcadero in Morro Bay to Morro Rock 

aQG 0RUUR 6WUaQG %HacK� %RWK aUH SRSXOaU RXWGRRU 

spaces that attract thousands of visitors each year and 

aUH PaMRU GUiYHUV RI WKH ORcaO HcRQRP\� 7KH H[WHQViRQ 

of the Morro Creek Bridge and Path connects school 

and residential areas and contributes to the completion 

RI WKH &aOiIRUQia &RaVWaO 7UaiO�

Parklets 
A parklet is a sidewalk extension that provides more 

space and includes amenities such as seating, tables, 

EiNH UacNV RU OaQGVcaSiQJ IRU SHRSOH XViQJ WKH VWUHHW� 

Usually, parklets are installed in one or more parking 

VSacHV� PaUNOHWV W\SicaOO\ H[WHQG RXW IURP WKH ViGHZaON 

at the level of the sidewalk to the width of the adjacent 

parking space that allows more space for people to walk 

iQ cRQJHVWHG aUHaV� PaUNOHWV aUH GHViJQHG WR SURYiGH a 

public place for pedestrians to relax and enjoy the atmo-

sphere of the town/city around them in places where 

either current urban parks are lacking, or where the 

existing sidewalk width is not large enough to accom-

PRGaWH YiEUaQW VWUHHW OiIH acWiYiWiHV� ΖQ iQVWaQcHV ZKHUH 

a parklet is not intended to accommodate people, it 

may provide greenery, art or some other visual ameni-

W\� PaUNOHWV caQ EHQHfiW ORcaO EXViQHVVHV� UHViGHQWV aQG 

visitors by providing unique public spaces that attract 

cXVWRPHUV aQG IRVWHU cRPPXQiW\ cRQYHUVaWiRQ� PaUNOHWV 

can be designed to be either long-term, temporary, or 

VHaVRQaO fi[WXUHV� EXW PXVW EH GHViJQHG IRU TXicN aQG 

easy removal in emergency situations situations, or for 

RWKHU UHaVRQV� ZiWKRXW GaPaJH WR WKH cXUE RU VWUHHW� $V 

iQiWiaOO\ cRQcHiYHG� a SaUNOHW iV aOZa\V RSHQ WR WKH SXEOic�
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Improvements in School Zones 
7KH 6aIH 5RXWHV WR 6cKRRO �6576� 7aVNIRUcH iV a cROOaER-

rative planning and funding program for infrastructure 

and non-infrastructure projects and programs in the 

region with the goal of increasing pedestrian and bicy-

cOH cRPPXWHV aPRQJ VWXGHQWV� 

SLOCOG recognizes the important role that safe pedestri-

an and bicycle infrastructure has in increasing walking and 

EiNiQJ aPRQJ VWXGHQWV� 7KH 6576 7aVNIRUcH IXQcWiRQV aV 

a vetting committee that helps to build a comprehensive, 

data-centric picture of individual projects to increase their 

cRPSHWiWiYHQHVV aV WKH\ VHHN $7P JUaQW IXQGiQJ� 

The SRTS Capital Program provides leveraging funds for 

capital projects that enhance the safety and convenience 

RI ZaONiQJ aQG Eic\cOiQJ WR VcKRRO� 7KH cHQWUaO SiOOaU 

of the SRTS Capital Program is the SRTS Prioritization 

Tool, which uses data to rank the schools most ready 

for, and most in need of, bicycle and pedestrian capital 

iPSURYHPHQWV� 7KH WRS TXaUWiOHV RI VcKRROV aW HacK OHYHO 

�HOHPHQWaU\� PiGGOH� aQG KiJK VcKRRO� aUH SUiRUiWi]HG IRU 

funding, consistent with precedent set by other funding 

SURJUaPV �i�H� WKH VWaWHZiGH $7P SUiRUiWi]HV IXQGiQJ IRU 

disadvantaged communities that score in the top quar-

WiOH RI &aO(P$ȇV &aO(QYiUR6cUHHQ WRRO��

6/2&2* cRQWiQXHV WKH H΍RUW WR ZRUN ZiWK cRPPXQiW\ 

partners, local jurisdictions, law enforcement, school 

districts, and schools to address all SRTS needs in 

WKH UHJiRQ�
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ΖW ZaV a W\SicaO PRUQiQJ� Ζ ZaV VSHQGiQJ WKH �� PiQXWHV 

before school greeting 200 students and parents while 

WKH\ ZaONHG aURXQG WKH SHUiPHWHU RI WKH SOa\JURXQG� 

This was the infamous Oceano morning exercise pro-

JUaP� P\ IaYRUiWH �� PiQXWHV RI HacK Ga\� Ζ ORRNHG XS 

WR VHH aQ aPEXOaQcH GRZQ WKH VWUHHW� iWV OiJKWV ȵaVKiQJ� 

0\ KHaUW VaQN� $ VWXGHQW KaG EHHQ KiW E\ a caU� 

Oceano Elementary School is located in a low-income 

cRPPXQiW\� 2cHaQR KaV OiPiWHG SHGHVWUiaQ aQG EiNH 

infrastructure, yet more than 60 percent of our stu-

GHQWV HiWKHU ZaONHG RU EiNHG WR VcKRRO HacK Ga\� 2XU 

VcKRRO WRRN SUiGH iQ WKiV IacW� 2cHaQR ZaV a UROH PRGHO�

As I continued to greet students and parents, I grew 

anxious, but I knew that my student wasn’t at fault. 
We had done everything possible to make them 
street safe. 

Oceano was the nation’s only school to be named a 

Gold Level Bicycle Friendly Business by the League of 

$PHUicaQ %ic\cOiVWV� :H VWaUWHG RXU RZQ %iNH PRVVH 

WKaW URGH WZicH a PRQWK aIWHU VcKRRO WR JHW icH cUHaP� 

We held monthly Walk to School and Bike to School 

Ga\V� 2cHaQR GHGicaWHG a ZKROH ZHHN WR EiNHV GXUiQJ 

1aWiRQaO %iNH 0RQWK� 

2cHaQR KaG iWV RZQ Eic\cOH WUaiQiQJ cRXUVH Ȃ WKH fiUVW iQ 

the county and the best facility west of the Mississippi 

5iYHU Ȃ ZKHUH RXU P( WHacKHU WaXJKW RQ�EiNH OHVVRQV� 

I brought in bike industry experts from SRAM and 

Sure Stop Brakes to connect elementary curriculum 

ZiWK UHaO�ZRUOG HPSOR\PHQW� Ζ KaG VWXGHQWV ZRUNiQJ 

during recess and after school cleaning and refurbish-

iQJ GRQaWHG EiNHV WR EH SXW EacN iQWR WKH cRPPXQiW\�

As it turned out, the 4th-grade student who was hit, 

0iUH\a� ZaV QRW VHUiRXVO\ iQMXUHG� 6KH ZaV VPaOO� ZiWK 

long brown hair, big brown eyes and a smile that lit 

XS HYHU\ cOaVVURRP� 6KH KaG EHHQ NQRcNHG WR WKH 

ground by a driver who was slowly exiting one of 

2cHaQRȇV PaQ\ aOOH\V�

Ζ NQHZ 0iUH\a ZHOO� 6KH OiYHG ZiWK KHU aXQW aQG XQcOH� 

+HU aXQW KaG RQcH EHHQ a VWXGHQW RI PiQH� %HcaXVH RI 

some physical limitations, driving Mireya to school was 

iQcRQYHQiHQW IRU WKHP� 6KH HiWKHU URGH KHU EiNH WKaW 

Vi[�WHQWKV RI a PiOH WR VcKRRO RU ZaONHG�

$IWHU VcKRRO� Ζ ZHQW WR cKHcN RQ 0iUH\a aW KRPH� 

Because I rode my bike to school every day, her aunt, 

uncle and I agreed that I would swing by their house 

aQG UiGH ZiWK 0iUH\a WR aQG IURP VcKRRO�

Riding with my friend became a nice break on a hectic 

PRUQiQJ� Ζ ZaV aEOH WR JiYH 0iUH\a a EiNH WKaW P\ QiHcH KaG 

RXWJURZQ� :H WaONHG aERXW WKH ERRNV VKH ZaV UHaGiQJ� aQG 

GiVcXVVHG PaWK SUREOHPV aQG KRPHZRUN aVViJQPHQWV� 

While Mireya participated in our after-school rides, she 

EHcaPH a OHaGHU� 7KaWȇV ZKHQ Ζ NQHZ WKH WiPH Ζ VSHQW KHOS-

iQJ WKHVH VWXGHQWV WR EHcRPH iQGHSHQGHQW KaG SaiG R΍�

— Jim DeCecco

Biking to School is Done Best in Pairs
Testimonial from Jim DeCecco
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Existing Conditions
What does the current active transportation system 
look like? Who is cycling or walking and why?

CHAPTER 5
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SLO county has become a leader in active transportation in recent years and is 
working to grow a connected bike and pedestrian network that helps to safely 
connect community members of all abilities to essential services and activities. 

Bicycle and  
Pedestrian Use
Biking and walking is a favorite recreational activity in 

SLO County and is becoming increasingly more popular 

aV a VXEVWiWXWH WR caUV IRU VKRUW WUiSV� 

SLOCOG continues to encourage 
active transportation as a viable 
alternative to car trips. 

7KH ��������� $PHUicaQ &RPPXQiW\ 6XUYH\ fiYH�\HaU 

HVWiPaWH IRXQG WKaW ��� SHUcHQW RI 6/2 &RXQW\ UHViGHQWV 

bicycled to work, compared to the national average of 

���� SHUcHQW� 

Shifting from vehicle trips to more active modes requires 

that users are comfortable biking and walking through-

RXW WKH UHJiRQ� 

Recent improvements have helped to 
increase bicycle comfort among the 
general public but large portions are 
still hesitant about biking. 

SLOCOG measures comfort by sorting the population 

into four categories: Strong and Fearless, Enthused and 

&RQfiGHQW� ΖQWHUHVWHG EXW &RQcHUQHG aQG 1R Za\ 1R 

+RZ� )XQGiQJ aQG SURMHcW iPSURYHPHQWV VKRXOG IRcXV 

on the Interested but Concerned category of bicyclist to 

HQcRXUaJH iQcUHaVHG Eic\cOH XVH IRU VKRUW WUiSV� $ UHcHQW 

survey reveals that bike comfortability among survey 

respondents has increased since 2013:

Strong and Fearless (11%)  
a ���� GHcUHaVH IURP ����

Enthused and Confident (34%)  
a ���� iQcUHaVH IURP ����

Interested but Concerned (35%)  
a ���� iQcUHaVH IURP ����

No Way No How (19%)  
a ���� GHcUHaVH IURP ����  

(QWKXVHG aQG &RQfiGHQW aQG ΖQWHUHVWHG EXW &RQcHUQHG 

respondents of the 2020 survey reported that aggres-

sive/speeding/unsafe motor vehicle drivers, gaps in the 

network and lack of bike lanes were the top barriers to 

Eic\cOiQJ PRUH IUHTXHQWO\� &RQcHUQV RI SHUVRQaO VaIHW\ 

and motorist behavior top the list of barriers for all 

cyclists, but only rank third as something that, if solved, 

ZRXOG PaNH WKH UHJiRQ a EHWWHU SOacH IRU Eic\cOiQJ� 0RUH 

compellingly, barriers related to bicycle facility connectiv-

ity ranked second and third in importance for both of the 

(QWKXVHG aQG &RQfiGHQW aQG ΖQWHUHVWHG EXW &RQcHUQHG 

Eic\cOiVW caWHJRUiHV� 

More Class I and Class II bike facilities, bike educa-

tion, and increased safety measures for bicyclists are 

among the top improvements community members 

ZiVK WR VHH�

45      

Existing Conditions

45 
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Since 2018, SLOCOG has been conducting an active 

transportation count survey to help the San Luis Obispo 

region and its citizens to better understand the region’s 

SHGHVWUiaQ aQG Eic\cOH acWiYiW\ OHYHOV� &XOPiQaWiQJ iQ RYHU 

230 hours of labor, volunteers have worked to measure 

SHGHVWUiaQV aQG Eic\cOiVW YROXPHV iQ YaUiRXV ORcaWiRQV� 

This data helps advocates and decision makers evaluate 

existing projects and prioritize future improvements, as 

well as measure Active Transportation activity through a 

SaUWQHUVKiS H[HUciVH� 6RPH NH\ fiQGiQJV iQcOXGH�

 ♦ Generally, walking is favored over biking iQ WKH UHJiRQ� 
In almost all locations, walking accounted for over half the 
WRWaO GaiO\ cRXQWV� 7KH UaWiR RI SHGHVWUiaQV WR Eic\cOiVWV iV 
higher at schools and in more urban areas and much lower 
aW WUaiOKHaGV �i�H�� aSSUR[� �� SHUcHQW RI WRWaO GaiO\ cRXQWV��

 ♦ Bike and pedestrian counts ranged from approximately 50 
WR ����� SHRSOH SHU Ga\ GHSHQGiQJ RQ ORcaWiRQ� Downtown 
areas and trails were the most traveled locations �H�J�� 
%RE -RQHV 7UaiOaQG 0RUUR %a\ȇV (PEaUcaGHUR��

 ♦ Recorded count levels were much higher on weekends 
than weekdays for downtown locations� 2Q cRUUiGRUV 
and trails, the highest counts varied between weekdays 
aQG ZHHNHQGV GHSHQGiQJ RQ WKH \HaU aQG VHaVRQ�

 ♦ The volunteer based methodology is valuable and replicable 
iQ WKH IXWXUH� 

Network
A well connected active transportation network is an 

interconnected system of bike and pedestrian facilities 

WKaW KHOSV SHRSOH JHW ZKHUH WKH\ QHHG WR JR� 1HWZRUNV 

can be measured by accessibility, or the ability to travel to 

NH\ GHVWiQaWiRQV aQG WKH GiVWaQcH UHTXiUHG WR JHW WKHUH� 

A successful network connects 
communities across the region and 
local residents to essential services. 

People for Bikes’ bike network analysis provides scores 

for the networks of seven cities in the county as shown 

in Table 5-1: Bicycle Network Score� 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR 

City currently holds the number one highest national 

City Rating, an analysis that considers the bike network 

scores as well as other measures to rate overall bike 

IUiHQGOiQHVV ZiWKiQ a ciW\�

Safety
SLOCOG continues to support safe designs for active 

WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ iQIUaVWUXcWXUH� *iYHQ WKaW Eic\cOiVWV 

and pedestrians are more vulnerable in the case of a 

collision, it is important that facilities are designed to 

prioritize the safety of active transportation users by 

aOORcaWiQJ aGHTXaWH VSacH IRU SHGHVWUiaQV aQG Eic\cOiVWV� 

In the ten years between 2009-2019, 1,828 reported 

bicycle and pedestrian related collisions occurred in the 

SLO County UHJiRQ� ����� RI WKHVH cROOiViRQV iQYROYHG 

Eic\cOiVWV aQG ��� cROOiViRQV iQYROYHG SHGHVWUiaQV� 2I 

these active transportation crashes, 61 percent caused 

a serious or visibible injury and 56 collision related 

IaWaOiWiHV RccXUUHG� 

These collision statistics underline the 
need for improvements that ensure the 
safety of all road users, particularly pedes-
trians and bicyclists.

The collision heat map in Figure 5-1: SLO Collision Heat 
Map shows the distributions of collisions throughout 

6/2 &RXQW\� 0aMRUiW\ RI cUaVKHV aUH ORcaWHG ZiWKiQ ciW\ 

boundaries, however reported collisions also appear 

along major corridors including the California Coastal 

7UaiO aQG WKH $Q]a 7UaiO� 7KiV IXUWKHU KiJKOiJKWV WKH QHHG 

WR SUiRUiWi]H VaIHW\ iPSURYHPHQWV aORQJ WKHVH cRUUiGRUV� 

CITY SCORE/100
San Luis Obispo 62

Grover Beach 44

Atascadero 29

Arroyo Grande 28

Morro Bay 27

Pismo Beach 22

Paso Robles 20

Current Highest Rated City Statewide (Davenport) 72

Table 5-1: Bicycle Network Score
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It is important to understand the cause of collisions to 

EHWWHU SUHYHQW WKHP iQ WKH IXWXUH� )RU Eic\cOiVWV� ��� RI 

reported bike collisions occur on state highways, imply-

ing that safer bike infrastructure such as Class I bike 

OaQHV Pa\ EH QHcHVVaU\ RQ KiJKZa\V� $GGiWiRQaOO\� WKH 

WRS caXVH ����� RI cROOiViRQV iV iPSURSHU WXUQiQJ aQG 

aXWRPREiOH UiJKW RI Za\� &RPEiQHG ZiWK a OaUJH aPRXQW 

����� RI EURaGViGH W\SH cUaVKHV� WKHVH VWaWiVWicV Pa\ 

indicate a need for clearer road markings, separated 

ViJQaOV� aQG PRUH EiNH SURWHcWiRQV aW iQWHUVHcWiRQV� 

In pedestrian related collisions, drivers were at fault 56% 

RI WKH WiPH� PHGHVWUiaQ UiJKW RI Za\ YiROaWiRQV ����� aQG 

SHGHVWUiaQ YiROaWiRQV ����� �ViWXaWiRQV ZKHUH SHGHVWUi-

aQV YiROaWHG WUaɝc OaZ� ZHUH aPRQJ WKH WRS caXVHV RI 

cROOiViRQV� 7KiV SaWWHUQ Pa\ iQGicaWH a QHHG IRU iQcUHaVHG 

pedestrian spaces so that pedestrians don’t feel they 

QHHG WR EUHaN WKH OaZ WR accHVV WKHiU GHVWiQaWiRQV� 

For both bicyclist and pedestrian collisions, unsafe 

VSHHGV ZHUH a PaMRU caXVH RI cROOiViRQV� $GGiQJ PRUH 

speed limit signage and enforcement, combined with 

GHViJQ VROXWiRQV WR VORZ YHKicOH WUaɝc aUH KHOSIXO Za\V 

WR UHGXcH YHKicOH VSHHGV� 

6/2&2* VXSSRUWV ORcaO VaIHW\ H΍RUWV� iQcOXGiQJ WKH &iW\ 

of SLO’s Vision Zero initiative to eliminate deaths in traf-

fic E\ ����� aQG cRQWiQXHV WR HQcRXUaJH SURMHcWV WKaW 

iQcUHaVH SHGHVWUiaQ aQG Eic\cOiVW VaIHW\� /RcaO SaUWQHU-

ships also include the Safe Routes to School initiative 

which focuses on increasing active transportation safety 

aORQJ URXWHV WR VcKRROV�

1

Cambria

California
Coastal
National

Monument

229

46

46

Camp Robert s

Atascadero

Paso Robles

58

Montana de Oro
State Park

Oceano

Pismo Beach

Cayucos

Arroyo
Grande

Nipomo

Morro Bay

San Luis
Obispo

0 10 Miles

Collision frequency involving bicyclists and
pedestrians (2009-2019)

COLLISION_SEVERITY

High

Low

Figure 5-1:  
SLO Collision 
Heat Map

Data sources: Esri, 
NASA, NGA, USGS, 
HERE, Garmin, 
SafeGraph, FAO, 
METI/NASA, USGS, 
Bureau of Land 
Management,  
EPA, NPS, SWITRS
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Disadvantaged Communities
Disadvantaged communities are less likely to have ade-

quate access to essential services and are more likely 

WR EH GiVSURSRUWiRQaWHO\ EXUGHQHG E\ SROOXWiRQ� :KiOH 

disadvantaged communities have been historically left 

out of the planning process, SLOCOG is committed to 
ensuring that no one is excluded from participation 
– or denied the benefits of its services. 

Based on the methodology used to establish 

&aO(QYiUR6cUHHQ ���
� QR cHQVXV WUacWV iQ WKH 6aQ 

Luis Obispo region are designated as disadvantaged 

cRPPXQiWiHV� +RZHYHU� WKH ���� 57P iGHQWifiHV QHiJK-

ERUKRRGV iQ WKH UHJiRQ WKaW PHHW a UHJiRQaO GHfiQiWiRQ 

of disadvantaged communities, shown in Figure 5-2: 
Regional Disadvantaged Community Designations, 

and provides planners with a framework for reaching 

RXW aQG cRQQHcWiQJ WR WKHVH SRSXOaWiRQV� $ QXPEHU RI 

statewide competitive grant programs include disad-

vantaged communities funding requirements to ensure 

that disadvantaged communities fully share in the 

EHQHfiWV RI WKH SURJUaP� 

Figure 5-2: Regional Disadvantaged Community Designations

LEGEND

Areas that meet the 
5HJiRQaO 'HfiQiWRQ 
of Disadvantaged 
Communities

Areas that do not meet 
WKH 5HJiRQaO 'HfiQiWRQ 
of Disadvantaged 
Communities

Incorporated Cities

Unincorporated 
Communities

*  CalEnviroScreen ranks census 
tracts in California based on 
potential exposures to pollutants, 
adverse environmental conditions, 
socioeconomic factors and 
prevalence of certain health 
conditions. Data used in the 
CalEnviroScreen model come from 
national and state sources.
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The Cambria Bike Kids
Testimonial from Aaron Linn

I loved riding a bike as a kid, but when a long-term 

VXEVWiWXWH WHacKHU �MXQiRU KiJK� EURXJKW PH WR P\ fiUVW 

road race it opened my mind up to a whole new world 

RI SRVViEiOiWiHV�

 As a second generation resident 
of Cambria I grew up with a great 
love and passion for this beautiful 
region, and one of the best ways to 
experience it is by bike.

Over the past 10 years one of my goals has been to 

make Cambria, and SLO County, a world-class bike 

UHJiRQ� $Q\RQH ZKR KaV YiViWHG /iQQȇV RI &aPEUia� P\ 

IaPiO\ȇV EXViQHVV� NQRZV aERXW P\ SaVViRQ IRU EiNHV� 

My collection decorates the restaurant!

As my son was growing up, I was thrilled to share my love 

of biking with him, but over the years it became clear 

to me that many kids just don’t have access to either a 

quality bike or someone who can teach them good biking 

VNiOOV� $ERXW Vi[ \HaUV aJR Ζ GHciGHG WR VWaUW a PRXQWaiQ 

bike club for kids as a way to help kids get bikes and learn 

how to ride them properly, as well as getting them out 

to be active and enjoying the tremendous beauty of the 

aUHa� Ζ caOOHG iW WKH &aPEUia %iNH .iGV� 

 The group was blessed with the Cambria Bike Kitchen, 

of which I am now president, where we receive dona-

WiRQV RI EiNHV� JHaU aQG GROOaUV WR IXQG RXU HQGHaYRU�  

My 16-year-old son and I started out with three boys 

joining us two times a week for a ride about six years 

aJR� aQG QRZ ZH KaYH �� NiGV aQG fiYH SaUHQWV ZKR UHJ-

XOaUO\ MRiQ XV�  :H PRVWO\ KaYH ER\V iQ WKH UiGiQJ JURXS� 

aQG ZH IRcXV RQ PRXQWaiQ EiNiQJ� ΖȇG ORYH WR VHH PRUH 

JiUOV MRiQ XV aQG WR H[SaQG iQWR URaG EiNiQJ aV ZHOO�

People give me kudos for volunteering my time, but 

the truth is it comes naturally and I’m a believer cycling 

instills discipline and thresholds that lead to success in 

OiIH� ΖȇP WU\iQJ WR cRQYiQcH RXU ORcaO VcKRRO GiVWUicW WKaW 

any child who desires it should have access to a bike 

aQG EiNH UiGiQJ VNiOOV�

—  Aaron Linn
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Ζ fiOOHG RXW aQ 8QPHW 7UaQViW 1HHGV UHTXHVW aERXW WKH 

need for a safe pedestrian crossing on Broad Street 

EHWZHHQ 6RXWK 6WUHHW aQG 2UcXWW 5RaG iQ 6/2� Ζ ZaV 

inspired by speaking to a co-worker who lives on 

/aZUHQcH 'UiYH aERXW a PiOH IURP RXU ZRUNSOacH� 

She drives to work each day, in part, because, what 

could be a lovely 5-minute bike ride to work or 

���PiQXWH ZaON WR ZRUN iV PXOWiSOiHG iQ WiPH aQG H΍RUW 

and greatly reduced in enjoyment because of the lack 

RI iQIUaVWUXcWXUH� Ζ KaG OiYHG RQ %URaG 6WUHHW EHWZHHQ 

Caudill Street and Mitchell Drive and remember hearing 

from a friend about the video game Frogger for the 

fiUVW WiPH� ZKicK VKH OiNHQHG WR P\ TXicN WUiS acURVV 

Broad to grab some eggs at the SLO Food Co-Op (when 

iW ZaV RQ )UaQciV 6WUHHW�� 7KaW PaGH PH IHHO MXVWifiHG iQ 

iGHQWiI\iQJ WKiV QHHG� 

7KHQ WKH PHPRUiHV WKaW ȵRRGHG EacN WR PH RI OiYiQJ RQ 

South Higuera Street and bringing lunch to my dad at 

KiV ZRUNSOacH RQ +XPEHUW 6WUHHW )RU WKH fiUVW SaUW RI P\ 

life, travel through town with my mom and siblings was 

SUiPaUiO\ E\ Za\ RI SXEOic WUaQViW aQG RQ IRRW� 0\ PRP 

would pack my dad’s lunch and four children under age 

10 -- all about 1 to 1½ years apart -- and get us on the 

bus at South Higuera, transfer us onto another bus in 

downtown SLO, and arrive at the bus stop on the south 

side of Broad Street, between Mitchell and Lawrence, I 

WKiQN� 7KHUH ZaV QR cURVVZaON RU WUaɝc ViJQaO� 

We would all hold hands and run 
halfway across Broad and wait in the 
turning lane until it was clear to run 
the rest of the way across. 

Thankfully our trip back wasn’t so harrowing, but I think 

of how frightening it must have been for my mom, pray-

iQJ WKaW RQH RI WKH IRXU RI KHU cKiOGUHQ ZRXOGQȇW WUiS� 

And to think that more than 30 years later, this hasn’t 

cKaQJHG� ΖWȇV ZiOG�

— Coco Herda

When Walking 
Turns into a 
Game of Frogger 
Testimonial from CoCo Herda
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Regional Corridors
What are major regional bike and pedestrian 
connections throughout San Luis Obispo county?

CHAPTER 6
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Regional corridors provide safe bike and pedestrian access to communities in 
and around the county. These corridors, which are used for both recreational 
and commute purposes, promote active transportation and healthy habits, while 
also bolstering regional tourism and economic growth. 

This system of cohesive, high-quality bikeway facil-

ities throughout the region is intended to increase 

the safety, ease, and desirability of walking and biking 

as transportation choices for both commuters and 

UHcUHaWiRQaO SXUSRVHV�

In addition to the regional bikeway corridor focus, 

SLOCOG also supports and promotes local shared-use 

pathways, complete streets and Class IV bikeways within 

jurisdictions for both recreational and commuting purpos-

HV� %iNHZa\ iPSURYHPHQWV iQcOXGH UXUaO &OaVV ΖΖ EiNHZa\V 

in the North County and South County subregions, gap 

closures throughout the region, Class I facilities along the 

Coastal and Anza Trail corridors, and segments of trails 

OHaGiQJ WR WKH UHJiRQaO WUaiO cRUUiGRUV� 6XcK iPSURYHPHQWV 

KaYH PaQ\ cRPPXQiW\ EHQHfiWV� iQcOXGiQJ HcRQRPic YiWaO-

ity and improved air quality that align with regional and 

VWaWH OHYHO JRaOV� 6WaWH UHTXiUHPHQWV WR UHGXcH YHKicOH 

UHOaWHG *+* HPiVViRQV YaOiGaWH WKiV SOaQQiQJ aSSURacK� 

Projects on these corridors previously centered around 

construction of Class II bike lanes and connecting local 

cRPPXQiWiHV� :KiOH PaQ\ SURMHcWV KaYH EHHQ cRPSOHW-

ed in the past ten years, there are still a number critical 

projects and gaps remaining which can be focused on 

iQ WKH IRXU WR Vi[ \HaUV� 7KH iGHaO UHJiRQaO acWiYH URXWHV 

system for SLO County would be comprised of parallel 

QHWZRUNV RI &OaVV Ζ�0i[HG 8VH �08� aQG &OaVV ΖΖ IaciOi-

ties that enhance each other, connecting all populated 

aUHaV iQ WKH &RXQW\� ZKHUH IHaViEOH� 7KH GXaOiW\ RI EiNH-

ways provides spaces for users who prefer safe and 

comfortable bike paths and those who want fast and 

GiUHcW cRQQHcWiRQV�

Current projects supported in the 
2019 RTP emphasize filling critical 
gaps to connect communities and 
separating Class I facilities.

POaQQiQJ H΍RUWV iQ WKHVH cRUUiGRUV iQcOXGH WKH 1RUWKHUQ 

San Luis Obispo County Coastal Trail Master Plan 

�cRPSOHWHG iQ ������ WKH 6aOiQaV 5iYHU 7UaiO POaQ �1RUWK 

&RXQW\ $Q]a 7UaiO &RUUiGRU� cRPSOHWHG iQ ������ aQG 

the Edna-Price Canyon Trail Feasibility Study between 

PiVPR %HacK aQG 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR �cRPSOHWHG iQ ������

Several scoping studies have been developed to assist in 

gauging accurate construction cost estimates by identify-

ing environmental constraints and preferred alignments 

HaUO\� &RQVWUXcWHG aQG SKaVHG SURMHcWV VXcK aV WKH 

Railroad Safety Trail, Pismo Beach Promenade, and 

Morro Bay Harborwalk were scoped using either local, 

6/2&2*� RU &aOWUaQV ȊVHHGȋ JUaQWV� 7ZR iQWHU�UHJiRQ-

al projects, the Morro Bay-to-Cayucos Connector Trail 

�aORQJ WKH &aOiIRUQia &RaVWaO 7UaiO� aQG WKH $WaVcaGHUR�

WR�7HPSOHWRQ &RQQHcWRU �aORQJ WKH $Q]a 7UaiO�� KaYH 

been scoped using SLOCOG funds and are currently in 

WKH SUHcRQVWUXcWiRQ SKaVH� 7KH 6aOiQaV 5iYHU 7UaiO POaQ 

and the recently completed Edna-Price Canyon Trail 

)HaViEiOiW\ 6WXG\ �ERWK aORQJ WKH $Q]a 7UaiO &RUUiGRU�� 

and the Chorro Valley Trail Study and the Bob Jones 

7UaiO �ERWK aORQJ WKH &RaVWaO 7UaiO aOiJQPHQW�� ZiOO HYHQ-

WXaOO\ OHaG WR QHZ aQG ViJQificaQW cRQQHcWiRQV ZiWKiQ WKH 

UHJiRQ� 7KHVH WUaiO cRUUiGRUV KHOS EXiOG WKH EacNERQH RI 

WKH $cWiYH 5RXWHV RI 5HJiRQaO 6iJQificaQcH �$5R56��

53      

Regional Corridors 
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TOTAL Existing
& Planned

ARoRS CORRIDORS

Anza Trail
Section

CA Coastal
Trail Section

15%
Class III

60%
Class II

20%
Class 

III

20%
Class 

II

30%
Class 

II

15%
Class

 III
60 mi 65 mi

20%
WITHOUT
Bikeways

5%
WITH
CLASS I

5%
WITH
CLASS I

55% 50%

5%
WITH
CLASS I

Active Routes of  
Regional Significance

The Active Routes of Regional 
Significance (ARoRS) network is 300-
miles of existing and planned on- and 
off-system bikeways and pedestrian 
facilities connecting incorporated and/
or unincorporated communities as 
shown in Figure 6-2. 

As part of the Active Transportation Partnership 

Program, SLOCOG works closely with agencies to devel-

op projects along the ARoRS with a focus on connecting 

cRPPXQiWiHV aQG iQcUHaViQJ VaIHW\�  

PaUWQHUV cRQWiQXH WR EXiOG RQ WKHVH cRUUiGRUV E\ fiOO-

ing gaps in the network and adding Class I separated 

EiNH SaWKV ZKHUH aSSURSUiaWH� 7KHVH iPSURYHPHQWV 

are critical for making the network comfortable and 

accHVViEOH WR XVHUV RI Gi΍HUHQW OHYHOV aQG aEiOiWiHV� $ 

cohesive regional network encourages new users and 

iQcUHaVHV RYHUaOO XVH RI acWiYH PREiOiW\ RSWiRQV�

Figure 6-1: Regional Corridors 
Bikeway Analysis 
Presently, no comprehensive wayfinding exists for the Regional 
Bike Network, partially for the Anza Trail and outdated poorly 
maintained bike route signs for the Pacific Coast Bike Route
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Figure 6-2: Active Routes of Regional Significance 

Bodies of Water

Highways

LEGEND

Active Routes of 
5HJiRQaO 6iJQificaQcH

Incorporated Cities

Unincorporated 
County Communities

Cal Poly

Cuesta
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Regional trails
7KHUH aUH VHYHUaO ViJQificaQW WUaiOV iQ WKH UHJiRQ� 7KHVH 

trails, shown in Figure 6-3: Regional Trail Corridors 

in San Luis Obispo County, include one national trail 

�-XaQ %aXWiVWa GH $Q]a�� RQH VWaWH WUaiO �&aOiIRUQia 

&RaVWaO 7UaiO�� aQG fiYH UHJiRQaOO\ UHcRJQi]HG WUaiOV �WKH 

Bob Jones City-to-Sea Trail, the Chorro Valley Trail, the 

North County Salinas River Anza Trail, the Edna-Price 

&aQ\RQ WUaiO� aQG WKH Pacific &RaVW 5aiOURaG &RUUiGRU�� 

These trails promote economic vitality by attracting visi-

WRUV ZKR VXSSRUW ORcaO EXViQHVV �H�J�� EiNH VKRSV� VSRUWV 

VWRUHV� UHVWaXUaQWV� KRWHOV�� SURYiGiQJ MREV� aQG cRQWUiE-

XWiQJ WR WKH TXaOiW\ RI OiIH IRU VXUURXQGiQJ cRPPXQiWiHV� 

Although trips covering the length of these corridors 

may be a small percentage of commuter active trans-

portation journeys, the corridors provide a backbone for 

shorter trips, much in the way the state and interstate 

highway systems are used to bypass short trips from 

RQH RQ�UaPS WR WKH QH[W R΍�UaPS� 7KiV cKaSWHU OiVWV 

the various regional corridors and current vision along 

WKHVH cRUUiGRUV� 

$230 million
Improving all 300 miles of ARoRS

Grand Total Cost Estimate
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Figure 6-3: Regional Trail Corridors in San Luis Obispo County
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California Coastal Trail
The 1,200-mile California Coastal Trail extends the length 

RI &aOiIRUQia aQG SaVVHV WKURXJK �� cRXQWiHV� /aUJH SaUWV 

of the trail along Route 1 use the wide shoulders like a 

Class II bike facility, but there are no signs and striping 

GHViJQaWiQJ iW aV VXcK� 7KH UHOaWiRQVKiS EHWZHHQ 5RXWH 

1 and bicyclists underscores a need for an upgrade to 

&OaVV ΖΖ VWaQGaUGV� ([iVWiQJ &OaVV Ζ WUaiOV WaNH aGYaQWaJH 

RI WKH VcHQic YiHZV RI WKH Pacific 2cHaQ aQG 0RUUR 5RcN� 

and are a recreational destination for residents and vis-

iWRUV� 5RXWHV aQG QHZ SURWHcWHG IaciOiWiHV WKaW H[WHQG 

North from Pismo Pier are considered by many to be a 

cHQWUaO SRiQW RI WKH &aOiIRUQia &RaVWaO 7UaiO iQ 6/2 &RXQW\� 

Rural Roads extend southwest from Pismo Beach into 

WKH IHUWiOH aJUicXOWXUaO fiHOGV RI 2cHaQR� 1iSRPR 0HVa 

aQG RQ WR 6aQWa %aUEaUa &RXQW\� 7KH &aOiIRUQia &RaVWaO 

Trail has the support of the Coastwalk California Trail 

Association (an organization that promotes the California 

Coastal Trail, provides tours, and recruits volunteers to 

aVViVW ZiWK WUaiO PaiQWHQaQcH�� 7KH &aOiIRUQia &RaVWaO 7UaiO 

is eligible to receive funding from the California Coastal 

Conservancy for planning and/or construction projects 

aORQJ WKH cRUUiGRU� $GGiWiRQaOO\� QRUWK RI 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR� 

6WaWH 5RXWH � iV GHViJQaWHG aV a 1aWiRQaO 6cHQic %\Za\� 

+RZHYHU� WKHUH iV QR ORQJHU a VSHcific IXQGiQJ VRXUcH 

aVVRciaWHG ZiWK WKH 6cHQic %\Za\ 'HViJQaWiRQ�

The cost estimate for the North Californa Coastal Trail 
from Ragged Point to Morro Bay is $65M� 

The cost estimate for the 22 miles of undeveloped 
Coastal trail from Los Osos to Pismo Beach via Diablo 
Nuclear Power station is $35.2M� 

The cost estimate for the 15 miles of undeveloped 
South Coast Trail is estimated to be $24M�

Projects on the Corridor
 ♦ The Diablo Canyon property lies in the natural path of the 

California Coastal Trail and the 2019 RTP recognizes this as 
an opportunity to connect the trail termini in Montaña de 
Oro State Park to the north and Avila Beach State Park to 
WKH VRXWK� Pacific *aV 	 (OHcWUic �P*	(� ZiOO SXUVXH WKH ViWH�
VSHcific GHcRPPiVViRQiQJ SOaQ IRU WKH IaciOiW\ EHIRUH PaNiQJ 
aQ\ GHciViRQV RQ WKH GiVSRViWiRQ RI WKH 'iaEOR &aQ\RQ OaQGV� 
As part of this process, PG&E will conduct public outreach, 
enabling stakeholders to help shape the future use of 
P*	(ȇV OaQG SOaQV SUiRU WR fiQaOi]iQJ WKH ViWH�VSHcific SOaQ�

 ♦ Other proposed segments include the Avila Beach to 
Harford Pier Trail Connector and the Cave Landing Trail 
IURP $YiOa %HacK WR PiVPR %HacK�

 ♦ The Morro Bay-to-Cayucos connector has completed 
HQYiURQPHQWaO UHYiHZ aQG UHcHiYHG ����0 iQ UiJKW�RI�Za\ 
IXQGV IRU WKH SXUcKaVH RI WKH SURSHUW\� 7KH SURMHcW iV QRZ 
VHHNiQJ ����0 iQ cRQVWUXcWiRQ IXQGiQJ WKURXJK IXWXUH 6WaWH 
Active Transportation Program funding cycles and Federal 
(aUPaUNV WKURXJK &RQJUHVV�

 ♦ In 2012, SLOCOG, in collaboration with the California Coastal 
Conservancy, California Department of Parks and Recreation, 
County of San Luis Obispo, and Caltrans, completed a 
coastal trail plan for the Northern San Luis Obispo County 
&RUUiGRU IURP (VWHUR %OX΍V 6WaWH PaUN QRUWK RI &a\XcRV WR 
WKH 0RQWHUH\ &RXQW\ OiQH� 7KiV WUaiO SOaQ iGHQWifiHV cRPSOHWHG 
segments, trailheads, and existing amenities, and provides a 
IHaViEiOiW\ VWXG\ RI IXWXUH VHJPHQWV�

 ♦ The Coastal trail plan for southern SLO County and the 
Pacific &RaVW 5aiOURaG &RUUiGRU� aV ZHOO aV WKH $UUR\R 
Grande Creek: from the Oceano Dunes, along the dike, 
through the center of the Arroyo Grande Village, to Biddle 
Regional Park and potentially even Lopez Lake, remain 
ZiWKRXW GHWaiOHG SOaQQiQJ RU IHaViEiOiW\�

* Includes $7.5 million in construction need for 
Morro Bay to Cayucos Connector

$124 million
SLO County Coastal Trail Cost Estimate

$13 million
* 2019 RTP Cost Estimate

Cost Estimate
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Bob Jones City  
to Sea Bike Path
7KiV SRSXOaU &OaVV Ζ VKaUHG XVH SaWK fiOOV a JaS iQ WKH 

UHJiRQaO acWiYH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ QHWZRUN�  7KHUH aUH cXU-

rently class II facilities on Ontario Road parallel to US 

101, but travel speeds are high and there are several 

iQWHUVHcWiRQV RQ WKH cRUUiGRU WKaW aUH GiɝcXOW IRU SHGHV-

trians and cyclists to navigate, including San Luis Bay 

Drive and the Avila Beach Drive and South Higuera inter-

cKaQJHV ZiWK 86 ����  7ZR aQG a KaOI PiOHV RI H[iVWiQJ 

class I shared use path connect Ontario Road to Avila 

%HacK IROORZiQJ JHQHUaOO\ aORQJ WKH 6aQ /XiV &UHHN� $18 
million was awarded to SLO County through the ATP 
to construct an additional 4.5 miles of trail along 
the San Luis Creek corridor connecting its current 
terminus on Ontario Road north to the City of SLO.

Projects on the Corridor
 ♦ ����PiOH &OaVV Ζ VKaUHG�XVH SaWK IURP WKH WUaiOKHaG 

at Ontario Road along the San Luis Obispo Creek to 
$YiOa %HacK�

 ♦ Trail and trailhead enhancements along Higuera Street 
aQG aW WKH 2cWaJRQ %aUQ�

 ♦ South Higuera Street from Prado Road to the Los Osos 
9aOOH\ 5RaG iQWHUcKaQJH iQ 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR�

 ♦ The Bob Jones Trail Extension project from the Ontario Road 
PaUN Q
 5iGH ORW WR WKH 2cWaJRQ�

$18.2 million
Awarded by State ATP in 2021

Construction Funding
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The idea for a city-to-sea trail was born in 1988 as Bob 

Jones, chairman of the SLO Land Conservancy, led a 

JURXS RI cRPPXQiW\ PHPEHUV iQ GHYHORSiQJ WKH fiUVW 

UHVWRUaWiRQ SOaQ IRU 6/2 &UHHN� 1RW ORQJ aIWHU� WKH fiUVW 

SLO County Trails Plan was developed and the number 

one community requested trail in this plan was the 

creekside trail from SLO to Avila Beach, subsequently 

UHQaPHG WKH %RE -RQHV 7UaiO�

As progress was made on building the trail, the com-

munity’s love for the pathway also grew and people 

ORQJHG IRU iWV cRPSOHWiRQ� 8QIRUWXQaWHO\� aGYaQcHPHQW 

was stalled by several obstacles, and during the delay, 

WUaJHG\ VWUXcN� ΖQ WKH aEVHQcH RI a VHSaUaWHG WUaiO� WKUHH 

people were killed and 18 were seriously injured while 

ZaONiQJ RU EiNiQJ aORQJ WKiV URXWH�

Inspired by the critical need for the trail, the intensive 

grassroots desire for timely completion of the project 

OHG WR IRUPaWiRQ RI WKH QRQSURfiW )UiHQGV RI WKH %RE 

-RQHV 7UaiO iQ ����� 7KH IRXU cR�IRXQGHUV iQcOXGHG a 

woman who lost her leg after being hit by a car while 

riding her bike, a resident of a mobile home park adja-

cent to the trail, a Cal Poly faculty member who wanted 

a safe route for her husband to bike to work and for 

her students and their families to bike to the beach, 

and a bicycle advocate who had recently returned to 

WKH cRPPXQiW\ ZKHUH VKH JUHZ XS�

Working together they were successful in helping to 

unstick the project, create a safer, more user-friendly 

pathway, and support the completion of the environ-

mental documents, which the Board of Supervisor 

XQaQiPRXVO\ aSSURYHG iQ ����� 

Throughout the process it was 
learned that progress required 
persistence and collaboration. Each 
step forward involved overcoming 
another obstacle, but along the way 
more and more people joined the 
quest to complete the trail, helping 
to light the way forward.  

A Bob Jones Trail use survey with 1200 respondents, and 

sponsored by the Friends in 2020, captured unexpected 

words from a young individual that were heartbreak-

ing, communicating that their father was one of those 

ZKR KaG GiHG Eic\cOiQJ aORQJ WKiV VWUHWcK RI URaG� 8SRQ 

investigation it was learned that the child’s father, a 

39-year-old doctor at a SLO hospital, was killed while 

Eic\cOiQJ WR ZRUN IURP KiV PiVPR %HacK KRPH� +H cRO-

lided with a semi-truck entering US 101, at one of the 

IRXU 86 ��� RQ�R΍ UaPSV WKaW ZRXOG EH HOiPiQaWHG E\ 

cRPSOHWiRQ RI WKH %RE -RQHV 7UaiO�

With design fully funded and mostly complete, we are 

hopeful that our Active Transportation Program grant 

application for construction funds will be successful 

and the long-awaited City-to-Sea trail will be complete, 

removing barriers to safe access, and creating a trans-

formational modal shift opportunity that is expected 

WR EH ZHOO RYHU RQH PiOOiRQ WUiSV SHU \HaU�

—  Helene Finger

Bob Jones City to 
Sea Creation Story
Testimonial from Helene Finger 
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Juan Bautista  
de Anza Trail
7KH ������PiOH -XaQ %aXWiVWa GH $Q]a 7UaiO �$Q]a 7UaiO� iV 

SaUW RI WKH 1aWiRQaO PaUNV 6\VWHP� ΖW EHJiQV iQ 1RJaOHV� 

$Ui]RQa aQG WHUPiQaWHV iQ 6aQ )UaQciVcR� &aOiIRUQia� 7KH 

Anza Trail enters the county just north of Guadalupe 

and follows State Route 1 to Pismo Beach where it 

turns inland via Price Canyon and Edna Valley to San 

/XiV 2EiVSR� )URP WKHUH� WKH cRUUiGRU cXWV acURVV WKH 

Los Padres National Forest traversing Cuesta Grade to 

Santa Margarita, and follows the Salinas River to Paso 

Robles where it turns northwest and travels north 

through Camp Roberts, just east of Nacimiento Lake 

'UiYH� :KiOH WKHUH aUH QR VSHcific IXQGiQJ VRXUcHV aYaiO-

able for Anza Trail projects, the National Parks Service 

does certify segments of trail that meet the Anza Trail 

requirements and has a cost-sharing program that will 

SURYiGH a �� SHUcHQW PaWcK XS WR ������� SHU SURMHcW� 

&HUWifiHG $Q]a 7UaiO VHJPHQWV aUH aEOH WR XVH WKH $Q]a 

Trail emblem and may have interpretive signs about the 

WUaiO� 0iVViRQ POa]a iQ 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR iV RQH H[aPSOH 

RI a ORcaO VHJPHQW RI WKH cRUUiGRU�

The comprehensive cost estimate for the 45 mile stretch 

of the Juan Bautista de Anza Trail  between San Miguel 

and Pismo Beach in the SLO County Region is $73.2M�   

The cost estimate for the North Salinas River 
Trail is $37M� 

The cost estimate for the 9 miles of 
undeveloped Cuesta Grade is $14M

The cost estimate for the Edna Price Canyon 
Trail is $22.2M

 

Projects on the Corridor
 ♦ Two local construction projects on the Anza Trail are on 

WKH ORQJ�WHUP SURMHcW OiVW IRU WKH &iW\ RI PiVPR %HacK� 7KH 
segments, referred to as the Pismo Creek Trail and Pismo 
de Anza Trail, will connect the Edna-Price Canyon Trail to 
WKH &aOiIRUQia &RaVWaO 7UaiO�

 ♦ The Edna-Price Canyon Trail Feasibility Study was 
aGRSWHG E\ WKH 6/2&2* %RaUG iQ 0aUcK ����� 7KH VWXG\ 
addresses nine miles of the Anza Trail and recommends 
early implementation of trail segments on State Route 
227 in Pismo Beach and near San Luis Obispo, with 
implementation of segments within Price Canyon and near 
2OG (GQa EHiQJ PiG� WR ORQJ�WHUP�

 ♦ The Salinas River Trail Master Plan was adopted by the 
6/2&2* %RaUG iQ -aQXaU\ ����� 7KiV SOaQ aGGUHVVHV 
existing and future trail easements and constraints along 
the Anza Trail Corridor in the North County from Santa 
0aUJaUiWa QRUWK WR PaVR 5REOHV� 7KH 6aOiQaV 5iYHU VHJPHQW 
of the Anza Trail Corridor will continue north (deviating 
IURP WKH $Q]a 7UaiO &RUUiGRU� aQG cRQWiQXH iQWR 6aQ 0iJXHO� 
cRQQHcWiQJ WKH QRUWKHUQPRVW cRPPXQiW\ iQ WKH UHJiRQ�

 ♦ The Templeton-to-Atascadero Connector project has been 
VcRSHG aQG iV iQ WKH SUH�cRQVWUXcWiRQ SKaVH�

$73.2 million
* Juan Bautista de Anza trail Cost Estimate

Cost Estimate

* Cost from San Miguel to Pismo Beach

)RU 6RXWK &RaVW 7UaiO VHH &RaVWaO 7UaiO HVWiPaWH�
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North SLO County 
Regional Salinas River 
Anza Trail Corridor
The proposed Northern SLO County Regional Salinas 

River Anza Trail runs 34 miles between the communi-

ties of San Miguel and Santa Margarita adjacent to the 

6aOiQaV 5iYHU aQG 86����� 7KiV WUaiO aOiJQV ZiWK SRUWiRQV 

RI WKH $Q]a 7UaiO aQG WKH 6aOiQaV 5iYHU� :KHQ cRPSOHWH� 

this corridor allows for attractive bicycle commuting 

and recreational travel options between the cities and 

town along the corridor and its presence would be a 

QRWHZRUWK\ IHaWXUH aWWUacWiQJ YiViWRUV WR WKH aUHa� 7KH 

process for creating a masterplan for this trail corridor 

has been agreed upon by all agencies involved, and a 

JUaQW aZaUG WR KHOS IXQG WKH SOaQ iV cXUUHQWO\ SHQGiQJ�

Projects on the Corridor
 ♦ 7HPSOHWRQȃ$WaVcaGHUR Ȇ*aSȇ� 7KH JaS EHWZHHQ $WaVcaGHUR 

and Templeton is the most critical missing segment in the 
cRUUiGRU aQG &OaVV Ζ iPSURYHPHQWV aUH SOaQQHG� The cost 
estimate for this connection is $6 million which has been 
IXQGHG WKURXJK $7P c\cOH � aXJPHQWaWiRQ� +RZHYHU� WKH 
aOiJQPHQW WXQQHO XQGHU 8QiRQ Pacific 5aiOURaG iV SURYiQJ 
SUREOHPaWic� $ QaUURZHU aOiJQPHQW EHWZHHQ 86 ��� aQG 
WKH UaiO OiQH iV EHiQJ GHYHORSHG�

 ♦ The Cuesta Grade is a daunting climb for even the most 
aUGHQW c\cOiVWV� 7KH ROG SaVV URaG iV a SRSXOaU UHcUHaWiRQaO 
SaWK IRU ZaONHUV aQG PRXQWaiQ EiNHUV� 7KH WHUUaiQ PaNHV iW 
impractical for most commuters and represents a physical 
EaUUiHU EHWZHHQ QRUWK aQG cHQWUaO cRXQW\� 

Edna-Price Canyon Trail
The Edna-Price Canyon Trail is 10 miles of the Juan 

%aXWiVWa GH $Q]a +iVWRUic 7UaiO� ΖW ZiOO SURYiGH a OiQN 

between the CA Coastal Trail in Pismo Beach to the 

city of San Luis Obispo where it will link to the Chorro 

9aOOH\ WUaiO �WR 0RUUR %a\�� WKH %RE -RQHV 7UaiO �WR $YiOa 

%HacK�� aQG WR WKH 6aOiQaV 5iYHU 7UaiO VHJPHQW R΍ WKH 

$Q]a 7UaiO iQ WKH QRUWKHUQ SaUW RI WKH UHJiRQ�

7KH WUaiO HQcRPSaVVHV a cRUUiGRU EHJiQQiQJ aW WKH Pacific 

Ocean in the vicinity of Addie Street in Pismo Beach and 

generally follows the Price Canyon, Pismo Creek, and 

65 ��� WR 7aQN )aUP 5RaG iQ 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR�

$4.4 million
2019 RTP Cost Estimate

$22.2 million
Edna-Price Canyon Trail  
Feasibility Cost Estimate

Includes Templeton to Atascadero Connector - $7 million 
construction funding, awarded by State ATP in 2017

Cost Estimate

$37 million
2019 RTP Cost Estimate

$37 million
Salinas River Trail Plan Cost Estimate

Cost Estimate
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Chorro Valley Trail
The Chorro Valley Trail remains in the early stages of 

cRQcHSWXaO GHYHORSPHQW� ΖQ ����� 6/2&2* cRPSOHWHG 

the Chorro Valley Trail Study to assess the feasibility of 

building a trail for bicyclists and pedestrians through an 

approximately 12-mile corridor adjacent to, but sepa-

rated from State Route 1 between the cities of San Luis 

2EiVSR aQG 0RUUR %a\� 7KH WUaiO� RQcH GHYHORSHG� ZiOO 

begin at the Cal Poly campus at the terminus of the 

Railroad Safety Trail and continue northwest through 

WKH &KRUUR 9aOOH\ WR 0RUUR %a\�

The Chorro Valley Trail aligns with the California Coastal 

Trail through San Luis Obispo and is consistent with the 

County Parks and Recreation Element, SLOCOG’s 2007 

Scenic Byway Plan, and has been requested by com-

munity members as part of the annual unmet bikeway 

QHHGV iQYHQWRU\� PURMHcW cKaOOHQJHV iQcOXGH GHGicaWHG 

aOiJQPHQW WKURXJK acWiYH aJUicXOWXUH fiHOGV ZKicK VSaQ 

across Cal Poly property, past Kern Avenue all the way 

WR &aPS 6/2 $UP\ EaVH�

Projects on the Corridor
 ♦ In June 2016, the San Luis Obispo County Board of 

Supervisors approved $35,000 in funding for the 
aSSUR[iPaWHO\ ��� PiOH HaVHPHQW IURP (O &KRUUR 5HJiRQaO 
PaUN WR WKH &aOiIRUQia 0HQȇV &RORQ\�

 ♦ The Cal Poly to Cuesta College segment is considered a 
SUiRUiW\ fiUVW SKaVH� KRZHYHU &aO PRO\ KaV QRW aSSURYHG 
WKH SURSRVHG aOiJQPHQW�

Data provided by San Luis Obispo County Public Works and 
Transportation Department, 2009, Caltrans, 2013, Eugene Jud
 and Cal Poly, 2009, ESRI, 2013, County of San Luis Obispo Office
 of Emergency Services, 2011, and the California Protected Area 
Database, 2013. 
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$18 million
2019 RTP Cost Estimate

$18 million
Chorro Valley Trail Study Cost Estimate

Cost Estimate
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Pacific Coast  
Railroad Trail
7KH KiVWRUic Pacific &RaVW 5aiOZa\ XVHG WR cRQQHcW 6aQ 

Luis Obispo to Avila Beach and Port Harford before 

it was extended south to Santa Maria and Los Olivos 

iQ 6aQWa %aUEaUa &RXQW\�  7KH RUiJiQaO aOiJQPHQW ZaV 

just west of Thompson Avenue in old town Nipomo 

and trains operated on the corridor until the early 

SaUW RI WKH ��WK cHQWXU\� 7RGa\� 7KRPSVRQ $YHQXH iV 

a key interregional corridor for recreation and tour-

iVP ZKiOH aOVR VHUYiQJ aV WKH Ȋ0aiQ 6WUHHWȋ WKURXJK ROG 

town Nipomo, where a number goods, jobs, & services, 

Nipomo Elementary School, and Nipomo High School 

are within a reasonable walking or biking distance from 

WKH VXUURXQGiQJ QHiJKERUKRRGV�  7KRPSVRQ $YHQXH 

transitions into Los Berros Road as it passes north 

through the US 101 interchange before connecting to 

WKH &iW\ RI $UUR\R *UaQGH Yia 9aOOH\ 'UiYH� 

At the southern end of the nine mile corridor, an 

existing shared use path along US 101 provides a 

key connection between San Luis Obispo and Santa 

%aUEaUa &RXQWiHV Yia +XWWRQ 5RaG�  7KH iQWHUcKaQJH aW 

US 101 and State Route 166 experiences high volumes 

RI WUXcN aQG IUHiJKW WUaɝc aQG OacNV SHGHVWUiaQ aQG 

Eic\cOH IaciOiWiHV�  2WKHU WKaQ ROG WRZQ 1iSRPR� OaQG 

XVH SaWWHUQV aORQJ WKH cRUUiGRU aUH Gi΍XVH aQG WKHUH 

aUH OaUJH GiVWaQcHV EHWZHHQ GHVWiQaWiRQV�

Projects on the Corridor
 ♦ Nipomo Creek Linear Park: Acreage for a linear park was 

UHcHQWO\ REWaiQHG� 7KH SURSRVHG SaUN ZiOO iQcOXGH a &OaVV Ζ 
PXOWi�XVH SaWK aQG a QXPEHU RI UHcUHaWiRQaO IaciOiWiHV� 

 ♦ Future operational improvements at the 101/166 interchange 
should include enhancements to the existing bike lanes on 
Hutton Road to provide a seamless connection to the existing 
shared use path and facilities at the interchange to improve 
VaIHW\ aQG cRPIRUW IRU Eic\cOiVWV aQG SHGHVWUiaQV�  

 ♦ Future improvements along Thompson Avenue within old 
town Nipomo should prioritize facilities that improve the 
comfort and safety for pedestrian and bicyclists, include 
EXOE RXWV� cURVViQJ iPSURYHPHQWV� aQG &OaVV Ζ9 Eic\cOH OaQHV�

* (9 miles x $1.6 miillion per mile)

$14.4 million
*Pacific Coast Railroad Trail Cost Estimate

$13 million
2019 RTP Cost Estimate

Cost Estimate
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I’ve lived in San Luis Obispo County for 25 years, having 

moved here in 1996 to attend Cal Poly, and I’ve been 

a UHViGHQW RI $WaVcaGHUR IRU WKH SaVW �� \HaUV� $V aQ 

avid cyclist, hiker, husband and father to three young 

children, I see increasing opportunities for families to 

enjoy the natural beauty of the North County as one 

RI P\ WRS SUiRUiWiHV�

While my family and I live in Atascadero, where I also 

work, like many SLO County families we spend our 

WiPH VSOiW EHWZHHQ Gi΍HUHQW cRPPXQiWiHV� 0\ cKiOGUHQ 

attend school and my wife teaches at the Templeton 

8QifiHG 6cKRRO 'iVWUicW� aQG RXU cKXUcK aQG PaQ\ RI RXU 

IUiHQGV aUH iQ 7HPSOHWRQ aV ZHOO�

I have long been a proponent of the Templeton to 

$WaVcaGHUR PaUNZa\� WKH ȊPiVViQJ OiQNȋ Eic\cOH aQG 

pedestrian trail proposed to connect north Atascadero 

WR VRXWK 7HPSOHWRQ� :KiOH Ζ aP SHUVRQaOO\ VRPHZKaW 

cRPIRUWaEOH UiGiQJ RQ WKH VKRXOGHU RI 8�6� ��� EHWZHHQ 

the two communities, that’s certainly not something 

I would feel good about doing with my family, and 

the ten-mile-long alternate route via Highway 41 and 

7HPSOHWRQ 5RaG iV a EiW PXcK IRU P\ Vi[�\HaU�ROG�

As you can imagine, having the option of using a mile-

long, paved path connecting Atascadero and Templeton 

ZRXOG EH aQ iQcUHGiEOH EHQHfiW QRW MXVW WR P\ IaPiO\� EXW 

WR PaQ\ RI RXU ORcaO UHViGHQWV aQG IaPiOiHV� 1RUWK &RXQW\ 

is an incredible place to be a cyclist, with an assortment 

RI WUaiOV aQG RSHQ VSacH� SaUWicXOaUO\ iQ $WaVcaGHUR� 

Providing the ability for residents of 
Templeton and Paso Robles to connect 
to this trail network without having to 
drive or take an uncomfortable bicycle 
route allows our communities to share 
our resources and enjoy the beauty of 
North County. 

Having ridden all over SLO County I can say there’s 

aOPRVW QR EaG SOacH WR UiGH� &HUWaiQO\ WKH &iW\ RI 6/2 

and other local communities have done a great job of 

increasing safety and providing amenities for alterna-

WiYH PRGHV RI WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ� +RZHYHU� HYHQ ZiWKRXW 

aV PaQ\ Eic\cOH�VSHcific aPHQiWiHV WKHUHȇV VRPHWKiQJ 

VSHciaO IRU PH aERXW QRUWK RI WKH *UaGH� 'UiYHUV aUH 

courteous, the scenery is beautiful, the communities 

are close-knit, and the relaxed rural atmosphere is 

cRPIRUWaEOH aQG iQYiWiQJ� PURYiGiQJ JUHaWHU cRQQHcWiYiW\ 

between our communities for those wishing to travel 

at a bit less than 65 miles per hour gives just another 

RSSRUWXQiW\ WR UHOa[ aQG HQMR\ WKH EHQHfiWV RI OiYiQJ iQ 

WKiV iQcUHGiEOH SOacH�

 — Ryan Hayes

Biking SLO
Testimonial from Ryan Hayes



2021

ATP

Progress Made
How has SLOCOG improved active transportation 
conditions in recent years? What is SLOCOG doing 
currently to enhance active transportation?

CHAPTER 7
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The local and regional active transportation system has seen significant improvements 
over the last 20 years with many more Class I and Class II bikeways throughout the 
region. Table 7-1: SLO County Class I Bikeways lists the projects completed since 2014. 

Class I bike lanes provide the most separation from 
vehicles and are highly important to a well-connect-
ed bike network. ΖQ ���� WKHUH ZHUH ��� PiOHV RI &OaVV 

Ζ IaciOiWiHV� iQ ���� WKHUH ZHUH ���� PiOHV RI &OaVV Ζ aQG 

PXOWi�XVH WUaiOV� $QRWKHU �� PiOHV RI &OaVV Ζ EiNH SaWKV 

aUH UHcRPPHQGHG iQ *HQHUaO POaQ GRcXPHQWV� $ JUaSK-

ical representation showing the increase in Class I bikes 

lanes in SLO county is shown in Figure 7-1. 

Class II bike lanes have also increased from just a few 

in the late 1980s to approximately 93 road-miles in 

���� aQG ��� URaG�PiOHV iQ ����� ΖQ ����� WKH QXPEHU 

of road-miles of bike lanes was 159 (not including the 

eight-foot shoulders on State Route 1, which was pre-

YiRXVO\ cRXQWHG�� $SSUR[iPaWHO\ ��� PiOHV RI &OaVV 

II bike lanes along the key Active Routes of Regional 

6iJQificaQcH aUH SOaQQHG IRU WKH QH[W �� \HaUV� 

Bicycle boulevards serve as Class III bikeways, but with fea-

WXUHV WKaW PaNH WKHP PRUH EiNH�IUiHQGO\� 7KHVH iQcOXGH 

WUaɝc caOPiQJ �VSHHG aQG�RU YROXPH cRQWURO�� EiNH SaYH-

PHQW PaUNiQJV �VKaUURZV�� aQG VRPHWiPHV cXVWRP VWUHHW 

ViJQV� PUHVHQWO\ WKHUH aUH � PiOHV RI Eic\cOH ERXOHYaUGV iQ 

WKH UHJiRQ aQG ��� URaG PiOHV ZiWK VKaUURZV� 

In September 2014, Governor Brown signed into law 

Assembly Bill 1193, which establishes cycle tracks as 

Class IV bikeways, requires Caltrans to include them in 

its design criteria and conditionally allows local agencies 

WR XVH cHUWaiQ aOWHUQaWiYH GHViJQ cUiWHUia� 7KH SXEOiVKiQJ RI 

Design Information Bulletin 89-01 by Caltrans has estab-

lished Class IV bikeways as a standard facility option for 

WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ aJHQciHV WR NHHS iQ WKHiU WRROER[� 6/2&2* 

continues to support class IV bikeway improvements 

While active transportation facilities and ridership levels 

have drastically increased in recent years, SLOCOG con-
tinues to promote active transportation as a viable 
alternative to car travel by supporting active trans-
portation projects throughout the region. Pivotal to 

increase active transportation levels in the region are 

WKH ORcaO SaUWQHUVKiSV ZiWK PHPEHU aJHQciHV� 6WaWH aQG 

local agencies are preparing similar active transporta-

tion plans which creates opportunities to coordinate 

SOaQQiQJ aQG iPSOHPHQWaWiRQ H΍RUWV� 

35
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2005 2014 2035

5 6.5
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Progress Made
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CLASS I BIKEWAYS

City of Paso Robles

• South River Road Bike Path

CLASS II BIKEWAYS

City of Atascadero 

• El Camino Real Bike Lanes: San Anselmo Road to San Ramon Road

City of Grover Beach 

• Longbranch Avenue Bike Lanes: 4th Street to Oak Park Boulevard
• Mentone Avenue Bike Lanes: 4th Street to Oak Park Boulevard

City of Paso Robles 

• Union Road Bike Lane Connections and Pedestrian Crossings: Barney Schwartz Park, Ravine Water Park, Huer Huero Creek
• Riverside Avenue Bike Lanes: 4th Street to northern city limit
• 'U\ &UHHN 5RaG %iNH /aQHV aQG 7Uaɝc &aOPiQJ

San Luis Obispo County - Templeton 

• Main Street Bike Lanes: Vineyard Drive to Gibson Road

LIVABILITY

City of Atascadero 

• Atascadero Creek Walkway: El Camino Real to Lewis Avenue
• Atascadero Creek Pedestrian Bridge

City of Grover Beach 

• South 13th Street Sidewalk Improvements: Manhattan Avenue to The Pike
• 6iGHZaON iQfiOO� 0aQKaWWaQ 6WUHHW aQG 6RXWK ��WK 6WUHHW QHaU *URYHU %HacK (OHPHQWaU\ 6cKRRO

City of Pismo Beach 

• 6KHOO %HacK 5RaG 6WUHHWVcaSH ΖPSURYHPHQWV� &Oi΍ $YHQXH WR 7HUUacH $YHQXH

City of San Luis Obispo

• *aUGHQ 6WUHHW (QKaQcHPHQW� PaUNiQJ PRGificaWiRQ� ViGHZaONV� EXOE�RXWV� OaQGVcaSiQJ
• Railroad Safety Trail: Class I connection to Orcutt Road and Laurel Lane from southern terminus
• Downtown Access Improvements: Enhanced bicycle access to the downtown commercial core
• 6/2 6576� PHGHVWUiaQ +\EUiG %HacRQ RQ )RRWKiOO %OYG� QHaU %iVKRS
V PHaN aQG PacKHcR (OHPHQWaU\ 6cKRRO�

City of Paso Robles 

• 6SUiQJ 6WUHHW (QKaQcHPHQWV �PKaVHV �$ 	 �%�� ��WK 6WUHHW WR ��WK 6WUHHW

San Luis Obispo County- Los Osos

• /RV 2VRV 9aOOH\ 5RaG &RUUiGRU (QKaQcHPHQWV �PKaVHV �$ aQG �%�� /aQGVcaSHG cHQWHU PHGiaQ� ViGHZaONV� VWUHHWOiJKWV� OaQGVcaS-
ing, street trees, furniture and signage

San Luis Obispo County - Shandon

• San Juan Creek Pedestrian Bridge
• 2cHaQR 6576� 6iGHZaON iQfiOO RQ PaVR 5REOHV 6WUHHW EHWZHHQ ��WK aQG ��VW 6W�

San Luis Obispo County - San Miguel

• Mission Street Enhancements: Install curb, gutter, sidewalks, street trees, signs, and lights south of downtown

San Luis Obispo County - Templeton

• &URcNHU 6W� 6aIH 5RXWHV WR 6cKRRO iPSURYHPHQWV� ΖQVWaOO ViGHZaON RQ ZHVW ViGH RI &URcNHU 6W�

Table 7-1: Projects Completed Since 2014
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Improving the 
Ride to School
Testimonial from Tom di Santo

When I moved to Italy as a young architecture student, 

my mind was opened to the joy of transportation on 

EiNHV� WUaiQV aQG EXVHV aQG RQ IRRW� 

I came back to my suburban 
environment in America, with its 
boulevards, freeways and malls, and 
thought, “How do people live like this? 
One cannot survive without a car.” 

Then that little voice came on inside my head: “You 

know, this modality worked for you ever since your 

IaPiO\ OHIW 6aQ )UaQciVcR IRU WKH VXEXUEV�ȋ ΖW ZaV RQO\ 

after I’d experienced life without a car that I realized 

there was a better way to move, with fewer negative 

HQYiURQPHQWaO iPSacWV aQG JUHaWHU EHQHfiWV IRU P\ 

KHaOWK aQG VXVWaiQaEiOiW\� 

I began biking again during the recession of 2008 to 

VaYH PRQH\ aQG VWa\ acWiYH� 0\ ZiIH aQG WZR VPaOO 

cKiOGUHQ MRiQHG PH� 2QH RI WKHP URGH RQ a WUaiO�EHKiQG 

R΍ RXU ���� 6cKZiQQ WaQGHP EiNH� aQG ZH WRZHG WKH 

RWKHU RQH iQ a EiNH WUaiOHU R΍ WKH WUaiO�EHKiQG� :H ZHUH 

a YHUiWaEOH EiNH WUaiQ�

When the kids entered school, we found that the school 

KaG QR SaUNiQJ ORW WR GURS R΍ RU WXUQ aURXQG� 7KHUH 

ZHUH ORQJ OiQHV RI caUV RQ WKH VWUHHW� :H GHciGHG WR EiNH 

the kids to school every day, because it was so much 

IaVWHU aQG cRQYHQiHQW� :H HYHQ KaG a SOHWKRUa RI EiNH 

parking provided by the owner of Peak Racks, who had 

WZR NiGV aW WKH VcKRRO� 

But the racks were located where everyone would drop 

R΍ WKHiU NiGV E\ caUV� :H KaG WR QaYiJaWH WKH HQGOHVV 

queue of cars, and then come to a stop between car 

EXPSHUV WR JHW XS aQG RYHU WKH cXUE� 

We decided to make a curb cut, the kind we see at 

HYHU\ iQWHUVHcWiRQ� 7KH VcKRRO GiGQȇW KaYH WKH EXGJHW 

to make it happen, so we solicited donated materials 

aQG OaERU� 7KHQ ZH EURXJKW RXW WKH &iW\ RɝciaOV aQG WKH 

VcKRRO SUiQciSaO aQG VXSHUiQWHQGHQWV� %R\� ZaV WKaW aQ 

education! The project was frozen for years because no 

RQH cRXOG SURYiGH ZRUNHUȇV cRPSHQVaWiRQ iQVXUaQcH� 

Several years later, a parent at the school who was also 

a civil engineer was able to take my architectural scrib-

bles and work out all the details of drainage and City 

standards, plus he had contacts with CalPortland to do 

WKH ZRUN aQG SURYiGH WKH ZRUNHUȇV cRPS� 

I’m very proud of our curb cut and how it made it safer 

IRU NiGV WR aUUiYH aW VcKRRO E\ EiNH� ΖȇP WKUiOOHG WKaW WKHUH 

are now actual protected bike lanes and safe bike bou-

levards for kids biking in the area, providing a safe route 

WR VcKRRO� (YHU\ Ga\ iW EHcRPHV HaViHU WR WUaYHUVH WKH 

ciW\ aV a SHGHVWUiaQ RU Eic\cOiVW� -XVW WKH RWKHU Ga\� Ζ 

heard an out-of-town family on bikes say, “San Luis 

2EiVSR iV WKH EHVW EiNH ciW\ Ζ KaYH HYHU H[SHUiHQcHG�ȋ

— Tom di Santo
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SLOCOG recognizes that progress is made best through 
collaboration with partner agencies throughout the county. The 
following pages highlight some of the agencies SLOCOG works 
together with to improve active transportation. 

Also listed are some important active transportation projects 
SLOCOG supports. While this is not an exhaustive list, these 
projects are featured because they help to meet SLOCOG’s active 
transportation goals and actions addressed in Chapter 2.  

Cities
Agencies

& Key Projects

SAN LUIS OBISPO

PISMO BEACH
GROVER BEACH

ARROYO GRANDE

MORRO BAY

ATASCADERO

PASO ROBLES
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OCEANO
NIPOMO

TEMPLETON

SAN MIGUEL
SHANDON

SANTA MARGARITA

SAN SIMEON

CAMBRIA

CAYUCOS

LOS OSOSAVILA BEACH
SAN LUIS OBISPO

PISMO BEACH
GROVER BEACH

ARROYO GRANDE

MORRO BAY

ATASCADERO

PASO ROBLES

Arroyo Grande is represented on the 
SLOCOG Board of Directors both by an 
HOHcWHG RɝciaO IURP WKH &iW\ aQG E\ WKH 6aQ 
/XiV 2EiVSR &RXQW\ 'iVWUicW � 6XSHUYiVRU�

Arroyo Grande
18, 033
total population
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With its community-oriented lifestyle, compact form, convenient location and 

JHQWOH WHUUaiQ� $UUR\R *UaQGH iV iGHaOO\ VXiWHG IRU Eic\cOiQJ aQG ZaONiQJ� 7KH 

City recently adopted a Circulation Element update and will initiate a new 

$cWiYH 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ POaQ iQ ����� 2XU XOWiPaWH REMHcWiYH iV WR cUHaWH RSWiPaO 

multi-modal transportation options, including new policies, goals and objectives 

cRQViVWHQW ZiWK WKH UHTXiUHPHQWV RI WKH &aOiIRUQia &RPSOHWH 6WUHHWV $cW�

We work closely with the community and stakeholders to develop projects best 

VXiWHG IRU WKH cRPPXQiW\� 6aIHW\ iV SaUaPRXQW� 0RVW RI WKH SXEOic cRPPHQWV 

received on the Circulation Element focused on improving bike and pedestri-

an safety, improving existing facilities, or adding new facilities to improve the 

PXOWi�PRGaO cRQGiWiRQV� %HcaXVH RI WKiV� WKH &iW\ aGRSWHG QHZ SROiciHV UHOaWHG 

WR WKUHVKROGV IRU WKH OHYHO RI WUaɝc VWUHVV IRU SHRSOH UiGiQJ EiNHV RQ aUWHUiaO aQG 

collector roadways and that also incorporate new approaches for major inter-

VHcWiRQV WR iPSURYH Eic\cOH cRQQHcWiYiW\ WKURXJKRXW WKH ciW\�

Staff Contact 
Robin Dickerson | City Engineer
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SLOCOG Projects  
in Arroyo Grande
 ♦ Meadow Creek Path

 ♦ (OP 6W� iPSURYHPHQWV� $VK 6W� WR *UaQG $YH� �PKaVH ��

 ♦ (OP 6W� iPSURYHPHQWV� )aUUROO $YH� WR ciW\ OiPiWV �PKaVH ��

 ♦ +aOc\RQ 5G� &RPSOHWH 6WUHHWV ΖPSURYHPHQWV

 ♦ +XaVQa 5G� QRQ�PRWRUi]HG iPSURYHPHQWV� (� %UaQcK 6W� WR ciW\ 

limits

 ♦ PaXOGiQJ 06 EiNH�SHG iPSURYHPHQWV �PKaVH ��

 ♦ PaXOGiQJ 06 EiNH�SHG iPSURYHPHQWV �PKaVH ��
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Atascadero is represented on the SLOCOG 
Board of Directors both by an elected 
RɝciaO IURP WKH &iW\ aQG E\ WKH 6aQ /XiV 
2EiVSR &RXQW\ 'iVWUicW � 6XSHUYiVRU�

Atascadero
30, 130
total population
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Staff Contact 
Phil Dunsmore | Community Development Director

The main roadway through the downtown area, El Camino Real, was designed and 

IXQcWiRQHG aV a KiJKZa\ SUiRU WR WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI 86 ���� ΖW H΍HcWiYHO\ EiVHcWV 

WKH ciW\ȇV GRZQWRZQ ZiWK fiYH OaQHV RI WUaɝc� cUHaWiQJ iQcUHaVHG WUaɝc VSHHGV� 

OiPiWHG SHGHVWUiaQ cURVViQJV� aQG SRWHQWiaO Ka]aUGV IRU Eic\cOiVWV aQG GUiYHUV� 

$IWHU aQ H[WHQViYH WZR�\HaU SXEOic HQJaJHPHQW H΍RUW� WKH &iW\ &RXQciO aSSURYHG 

the El Camino Real Downtown Infrastructure Plan, with the goal of improving 

PXOWiPRGaO VaIHW\ aQG VWiPXOaWiQJ HcRQRPic JURZWK� 7KH SURMHcW ZiOO WUaQVIRUP 

the corridor into a two-lane roadway with colored bicycle lanes, shared lane 

markings, curb extensions, high-visibility crosswalks, and one controlled pedes-

WUiaQ cURVViQJ� 

POacHPaNiQJ HOHPHQWV iQcOXGH a ZiGH� ȵH[iEOH� WUHH�OiQHG PHGiaQ ZiWK ERWK GiaJ-

RQaO SaUNiQJ VSacHV aQG aQ RSHQ OiQHaU SURPHQaGH� %HQHfiWV iQcOXGH cRQQHcWiQJ 

the centrally located commercial areas by providing safe and convenient access 

for all modes of transportation for students from the nearby middle and high 

schools, residents, and patrons of local businesses
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SLOCOG Projects  
in Atascadero
 ♦ (O &aPiQR 5HaO 'RZQWRZQ 6WUHHWVcaSH ΖPSURYHPHQWV �7Uaɝc 

&aOPiQJ aQG &RUUiGRU�

 ♦ 6WaWH 5RXWH �� �(O &aPiQR 5HaO WR 6aQ *aEUiHO 5G�� &RPSOHWH 

Streets Improvements

 ♦ $WaVcaGHUR $YH��+iJK 6cKRRO 0aOO &RQQHcWRU
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Grover Beach is represented on the 
SLOCOG Board of Directors both by an 
HOHcWHG RɝciaO IURP WKH &iW\ aQG E\ WKH 6aQ 
/XiV 2EiVSR &RXQW\ 'iVWUicW � 6XSHUYiVRU�

Grover Beach
13,535
total population
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Staff Contact 
Gregory A. Ray | Public Works Director, City Engineer

ΖQ ���� WKH &iW\ &RXQciO UHaɝUPHG WKH &iW\ *RaOV� 6WUHHW iPSURYHPHQWV ZHUH 

iGHQWifiHG aV a PaMRU JRaO aQG SHGHVWUiaQ� Eic\cOH aQG WUaɝc VaIHW\ ZaV iGHQ-

WifiHG XQGHU RWKHU ciW\ JRaOV� 7KH &RXQciO ZaQWV WR VHH *URYHU %HacK EHcRPH 

more pedestrian and bicycle friendly by adding and/or enhancing bicycle lanes, 

ViGHZaONV� VWUHHWOiJKWV� VWUHHW aQG cURVVZaON VWUiSiQJ� aQG RWKHU WUaɝc caOPiQJ 

aQG VaIHW\ PHaVXUHV�  

7R WKiV HQG WKH &iW\ KaV iPSOHPHQWHG aQ aJJUHVViYH VWUHHW UHSaiU SURJUaP� %iNH 

OaQHV aUH iQcOXGHG iQ aV PaQ\ VWUHHW SURMHcWV aV SRVViEOH� 0RVW UHcHQWO\ WKH 

City completed a protected bike lane on Newport Ave and a new bike lane on 

7KH PiNH� 6RXWK 2aN PaUN %OYG ZiOO EH UHSaYHG WKiV VXPPHU aQG ZiOO iQcOXGH a 

EX΍HUHG EiNH OaQH� %iNH IaciOiWiHV aUH iQcOXGHG iQ SaUN SURMHcWV� 7KH WUaiQ VWaWiRQ 

expansion project completed in 2020 includes bike lockers, a park-and-ride lot, 

and enhanced services for buses to connect to the Amtrak services
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SLOCOG Projects  
in Grover Beach
 ♦ $WOaQWic &iW\ $YH� EiNH OaQHV� �WK 6W� WR 2aN PaUN %OYG�

 ♦ 1RUWK �WK 6W� SHGHVWUiaQ iPSURYHPHQWV� :HVW *UaQG $YH� WR 

Pismo Beach city limits

 ♦ 6RXWK 2aN PaUN %OYG� SHGHVWUiaQ iPSURYHPHQWV� :HVW *UaQG 

$YH� WR 7KH PiNH

 ♦ 1HZSRUW $YH� PXOWi�SXUSRVH WUaiO

 ♦ *UaQG $YH� VWUHHW HQKaQcHPHQWV� EHWZHHQ �WK 6W� aQG �WK 6W�

 ♦ El Camino Real bike lanes: Pismo Beach to Arroyo Grande

 ♦ *URYHU %HacK (OHPHQWaU\ 6cKRRO 6iGHZaON iQfiOO SURMHcW
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Morro Bay is represented on the SLOCOG 
Board of Directors both by an elected 
RɝciaO IURP WKH &iW\ aQG E\ WKH 6aQ /XiV 
2EiVSR &RXQW\ 'iVWUicW � 6XSHUYiVRU�

Morro Bay
10,578
total population
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Staff Contact 
Rob Livick | City Engineer

7KH aEiOiW\ WR VaIHO\ aQG HaViO\ ZaON aQG EiNH iQ 0RUUR %a\ GiUHcWO\ a΍HcWV iQGiYiGXaO 

SK\VicaO aQG PHQWaO KHaOWK� cRPPXQiW\ YiWaOiW\� aQG ciW\ZiGH WUaɝc aQG HPiVViRQV 

OHYHOV� PURPRWiQJ Pa[iPXP Eic\cOH aQG SHGHVWUiaQ accHVViEiOiW\ HQVXUHV WKaW aOO 

members of our community and visitors can meet their needs regardless of age, 

iQcRPH OHYHO� RU GiVaEiOiW\� +aYiQJ a VWURQJ acWiYH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ QHWZRUN iPSURYHV 

WKH RYHUaOO KHaOWK� VXVWaiQaEiOiW\� aQG UHViOiHQc\ RI WKH cRPPXQiW\� 

Morro Bay’s active transportation network is designed to allow safe and convenient 

PREiOiW\ E\ SHGHVWUiaQV aQG Eic\cOiVWV� 7KH &iW\ȇV %ic\cOH aQG PHGHVWUiaQ 0aVWHU 

Plan was adopted in 2011 and guides the improvement of pedestrian and bicycle 

IaciOiWiHV iQ 0RUUR %a\� PHGHVWUiaQ PREiOiW\ iV JHQHUaOO\ HYaOXaWHG E\ WKH cRQQHcWiYiW\ 

of infrastructure such as safe crosswalks and sidewalks, while bicycle mobility is 

evaluated based on the types of bikeways available in the community and how 

H΍HcWiYHO\ WKH\ VHUYH WKH QHHGV RI Eic\cOiVWV� 
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SLOCOG Projects  
in Morro Bay
 ♦ 0aiQ 6WUHHW aQG 65�� 5RXQGaERXW� ΖQWHUcKaQJH 2SHUaWiRQaO 

Improvements with Bike and Pedestrian Safety Components

 ♦ 0RUUR %a\ +aUERU ZaON iPSURYHPHQWV �9iUJ
V /aQGiQJ *aS�

 ♦ North Embarcadero Class II Bikeway (High School to Bike 

%UiGJH�

 ♦ 0aiQ 6W� � 0RUUR %a\ %OYG� VWUHHW HQKaQcHPHQWV
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Paso Robles is represented on the SLOCOG 
Board of Directors both by an elected 
RɝciaO IURP WKH &iW\ aQG E\ WKH 6aQ /XiV 
2EiVSR &RXQW\ 'iVWUicW � 6XSHUYiVRU�

31,822 
total population

Paso Robles
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Staff Contact 
David Athey | City Engineer

We’re currently designing a Safe Routes to School project that will improve the 

aEiOiW\ RI VWXGHQWV aQG SHGHVWUiaQV WR cURVV VaIHO\ aW ��WK aQG 6SUiQJ VWUHHWV�  7KH 

improvements will address sight and crossing distance concerns related to the 

KHaY\ WUaɝc RQ ��WK 6W�� ΖQ aGGiWiRQ� aQ HOHPHQWaU\ VcKRRO caPSXV RSHQHG OaVW 

\HaU� ZKicK PHaQV PXcK \RXQJHU VWXGHQWV aUH QRZ XViQJ WKiV cURVVZaON�  7KH &iW\ȇV 

JRaO iV WR cRPSOHWH WKH iPSURYHPHQWV aV VRRQ aV cRQVWUXcWiRQ IXQGiQJ iV VHcXUHG� 

��WK 6W� iV a PaMRU aUWHUiaO ZiWK IRXU WUaɝc OaQHV� :H ZaQW WR cUHaWH a ZHOO�GHViJQHG 

cURVViQJ WKaW iPSURYHV VaIHW\� HVSHciaOO\ IRU cKiOGUHQ� 7KH &iW\ iV aOVR ORRNiQJ WR 

iPSURYH cRQGiWiRQV IRU Eic\cOiVWV� aQG iPSURYH WKH ȵRZ RI WUaɝc E\ HVWaEOiVKiQJ 

aQRWKHU SicN�XS aQG GURS�R΍ aUHa aQG UHGXciQJ WXUQiQJ PRYHPHQW cRQȵicWV� :H 

ZRUNHG ZiWK WKH VcKRRO GiVWUicW WR cUHaWH ViJQificaQW XSJUaGHV iQcOXGiQJ EXOE�RXWV� 

EiNH OaQHV� aQG UaSiG ȵaVKiQJ EHacRQ XSJUaGHV� QHZ PHGiaQ aQG PHGiaQ H[WHQ-

ViRQ� aQG QHZ ViJQaJH� 
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SLOCOG Projects  
in Paso Robles
 ♦ &UHVWRQ 5G� &RPSOHWH 6WUHHWV ΖPSURYHPHQWV

 ♦ 1iEOicN 5G� &RPSOHWH 6WUHHWV SURMHcW� cRUUiGRU 

enhancements and operational improvements

 ♦ Huero Creek Trail

 ♦ 24th Street Pedestrian Improvements

 ♦ Salinas River Trail Pedestrian Bridge (Cary 

6WUHHW WR PaVR 5REOHV 6WUHHW�

Existing Proposed 
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Pismo Beach is represented on the SLOCOG 
Board of Directors both by an elected 
RɝciaO IURP WKH &iW\ aQG E\ WKH 6aQ /XiV 
2EiVSR &RXQW\ 'iVWUicW � 6XSHUYiVRU�

8,180 
total population

Pismo Beach

The Pismo Beach City Council is committed to enhancing access and safety to 

SHGHVWUiaQV aQG c\cOiVWV ZKiOH aOVR iPSURYiQJ WUaɝc ciUcXOaWiRQ� 7R WKaW HQG� ZH 

ZiOO EH iQVWaOOiQJ WKH fiUVW SURWHcWHG EiNH OaQHV iQ PiVPR %HacK RQ 0aWWiH 5G� 7KiV 

will give cyclists a direct, non-stop route from the northern end of Shell Beach 

WR WKH VRXWKHUQ HQG� 

We are currently in the design phase of our next paving project which will go 

iQWR cRQVWUXcWiRQ OaWHU WKiV \HaU RU HaUO\ QH[W \HaU� PaUW RI WKH SURMHcW ZiOO iQYROYH 

UHVXUIaciQJ 0aWWiH 5G� aQG iQVWaOOiQJ SURWHcWHG EiNH OaQHV ZKHUH SRVViEOH� :H 

will also be installing curb ramps to improve ADA access, which will improve 

SHGHVWUiaQ VaIHW\ aQG accHVViEiOiW\� 

The City has also adopted a Bike-Pedestrian Master Plan to be updated in the 

QH[W WZR \HaUV� 2XU JRaO IRU WKH QHZ XSGaWH iV WR iGHQWiI\ aQG KiJKOiJKW Za\V WR 

iPSURYH PXOWi�PRGaO WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ�
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Staff Contact 
Ben Fine | Public Works Director
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SLOCOG Projects  
in Pismo Beach
 ♦ Bello St Historic Bridge

 ♦ Pismo Bike/Ped Plan projects
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San Luis Obispo is represented on the 
SLOCOG Board of Directors both by an 
HOHcWHG RɝciaO IURP WKH &iW\ aQG E\ WKH 6aQ 
/XiV 2EiVSR &RXQW\ 'iVWUicW � 6XSHUYiVRU�

47,302 
total population

San Luis Obispo
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7KH &iW\ PaGH a PaMRU VKiIW iQ RXU PRVW UHcHQW $cWiYH 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ POaQ� 7KH 

goal is to address climate change by reducing car trips to 50% of all trips by 

iQcUHaViQJ EiNiQJ� ZaONiQJ aQG WUaQViW� 7KH NH\ WR PaNiQJ WKiV KaSSHQ iV aQ iQYHVW-

PHQW iQ SURWHcWHG EiNH OaQHV aQG cURVViQJ iPSURYHPHQWV�

Our goal is to have several miles of protected bike lanes and pedestrian improve-

PHQWV iQ WKH QH[W fiYH \HaUV� 7KiV VXPPHU� E\ WaNiQJ aGYaQWaJH RI UHSaYiQJ WKaW 

QHHGV WR KaSSHQ� ZHȇUH VWaUWiQJ ZiWK 0aUVK 6W� iQ GRZQWRZQ� :HȇOO EH UHSXUSRViQJ 

a OaQH RI WUaɝc iQWR a SURWHcWHG EiNH OaQH aQG aGGiQJ QHZ SHGHVWUiaQ cURVViQJV� 

The project will include streetscape improvements such as planter boxes and 

PRUH JUHHQ aPHQiWiHV WR VKRZcaVH GRZQWRZQ� 

When completed, these new improvements will run a little over a mile from 

+iJXHUa 6W� WR &aOiIRUQia %OYG� ΖWȇOO EH a JUHaW Za\ IRU SHRSOH WR EiNH aQG ZaON 

PRUH HaViO\ acURVV GRZQWRZQ�

Staff Contact 
Adam Fukushima | Active Transportation Manager



2021

ATP

SLOCOG Projects  
in San Luis Obispo
 ♦ %RE -RQHV 7UaiO� /RV 2VRV 9aOOH\ 5G� WR 2cWaJRQ %aUQ

 ♦ Bob Jones Trail: LOVR Grade Separated Crossing

 ♦ 5aiOURaG 6aIHW\ 7UaiO �PKaVH �&�� PHSSHU 6W� WR 0aUVK 6W�

 ♦ %RE -RQHV 7UaiO� 0aGRQQa 5G� WR PUaGR 5G�

 ♦ Bob Jones Trail: LOVR Spur

 ♦ Railroad Safety Trail: bike bridge crossing at Industrial Way

 ♦ 5aiOURaG 6aIHW\ 7UaiO �PKaVH �%�� PKiOOiSV /Q� EUiGJH RYHU 8P55

 ♦ Railroad Safety Trail: Sinsheimer feeder route

 ♦ 5aiOURaG 6aIHW\ 7UaiO �PKaVH ��� %iNH cRQQHcWiRQ VRXWK RI 7aQN )aUP 5G�

 ♦ Francis Avenue bike/pedestrian bridge

 ♦ 65 � aW %R\VHQ $YH�� EiNH aQG SHGHVWUiaQ cURVViQJ VaIHW\ iVVXHV

 ♦ 0iVViRQ POa]a H[SaQViRQ� cORVXUH RI %URaG 6W� GRJOHJ

 ♦ %URaG 6W� &RUUiGRU ΖPSURYHPHQW� 6RXWK 6W� WR 2UcXWW 5G� �PKaVH ��

 ♦ %URaG 6W� &RUUiGRU ΖPSURYHPHQW� 2UcXWW 5G� WR 6/2 &RXQW\  

5HJiRQaO $iUSRUW �PKaVH ��

 ♦ /RV 2VRV 9aOOH\ 5G� PHGiaQV� PUHIXPR &aQ\RQ � 0aGRQQa �PK��

 ♦ City of San Luis Obispo Safe Routes to School Inventory  

and Implementation
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The County of San Luis Obispo includes 3,300 
square miles and 100 miles of coastline that 
aUH GiYiGHG iQWR fiYH VXSHUYiVRU\ GiVWUicWV WKaW 
aUH HacK UHSUHVHQWHG E\ aQ HOHcWHG RɝciaO 
ZKR VHUYHV RQ WKH %RaUG RI 6XSHUYiVRUV�

283,111 
total population

San Luis Obispo County
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Staff Contact 
John Waddell | Deputy Director, Public Works

Public Works is committed to being a valued community partner, which extends 

WR RXU H΍RUWV WR HQKaQcH RXU cRPPXQiWiHV WKURXJK aOO W\SHV RI IaciOiWiHV� iQcOXGiQJ 

URaGZa\V� ViGHZaONV� EiNHZa\V aQG SaWKV� 

7KH &RXQW\ UHcHQWO\ iQVWaOOHG EiNH OaQHV aORQJ 0aiQ 6W� iQ 7HPSOHWRQ� aQG PaGH 

green lane enhancements to many existing bike lanes throughout the county, 

iQcOXGiQJ iQ /RV 2VRV� $YiOa %HacK� 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR� &a\XcRV aQG 1iSRPR� 

Upcoming improvements include new sidewalks in Los Osos and Oceano and 

QHZ EiNH OaQHV aORQJ /RV %HUURV 5G� iQ UXUaO $UUR\R *UaQGH� PXEOic :RUNV KaV aQ 

ongoing countywide program to upgrade curb ramps to meet current Americans 

ZiWK 'iVaEiOiWiHV $cW �$'$� VWaQGaUGV� 7KiV SURJUaP iV cRPSOHWHG WKURXJK GHOiYHU\ 

RI SaYHPHQW PaQaJHPHQW SURMHcWV� 

Finally, we’re partnering with the county Department of Parks and Recreation to 

implement long-planned pathway projects from Templeton to Atascadero, and 

Cayucos to Morro Bay, and the Bob Jones Trail connecting Avila Beach and San 

/XiV 2EiVSR�
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SLOCOG Projects  
in SLO County
 ♦ %RE -RQHV 7UaiO� PKaVH �� 2cWaJRQ %aUQ WR &ORYHU 5iGJH /Q�� PKaVH ��

 ♦ &ORYHU 5iGJH /Q� WR 6aQ /XiV %a\ 'U�� PKaVH ��6aQ /XiV %a\ 'U� WR  

existing trailhead

 ♦ Templeton-Atascadero Bikeway Connector

 ♦ ��WK 6W� aQG ��WK 6W� SHGHVWUiaQ iPSURYHPHQWV� :iOPaU $YH� 

WR )URQW 6W�

 ♦ Oceano Elementary School Safe Routes to School  

Infrastructure Project

 ♦ Anza Trail Segment: Santa Margarita

 ♦ 7KRPSVRQ $YH� 2OGH 7RZQH iPSURYHPHQWV �PKaVH ��

 ♦ 65 ��)URQW 6W� ViGHZaONV� WUaɝc caOPiQJ aQG VWUHHWVcaSH�  

%HOOUiGJH 6W� WR ��QG 6W�

 ♦ (O 0RUR $YH�� 6576 iPSURYHPHQWV

 ♦ 6aQWa <VaEHO $YH� PaWKZa\ �PKaVH ��

 ♦ 65 ���(O &aPiQR 5HaO VWUHHWVcaSH iPSURYHPHQWV �PKaVH ��

 ♦ Dana Elementary School Safe Routes to School Infrastructure Project

 ♦ Chorro Valley Trail Phase I: Cal Poly to Cuesta College
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Goal: to reduce the reliance on 
driving alone, while improving 
mobility for people who live, work 
RU YiViW 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR &RXQW\�

SLO County  
Regional Rideshare
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Staff Contact 
Mallory Jenkins | Rideshare Program Manager

As a division of the San Luis Obispo Council of Governments, Rideshare connects 

cRPPXQiWiHV WKURXJK VXVWaiQaEOH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ cKRicHV�

From commuters and students to seniors and people with disabilities, we support 

aQG HQcRXUaJH aGRSWiRQ RI KHaOWK\ WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ KaEiWV iQ 6/2 &RXQW\� $cWiYH 

modes, like biking and walking, can be two of the healthiest, most enjoyable 

Za\V WR JHW aURXQG SURYiGHG WKaW VRPHRQH IHHOV VaIH aQG cRQfiGHQW GRiQJ VR� 

The pandemic this past year showed us just how important biking and walking 

infrastructure is to provide safe spaces and connected networks for recreation 

aV ZHOO aV WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ�

Our communities adapted by turning parking spaces into outdoor dining areas 

aQG aGGiQJ EiNH OaQHV� H΍HcWiYHO\ VKiIWiQJ SUiRUiWiHV IURP GHGicaWiQJ SOacHV IRU caUV 

WR SOacHV IRU SHRSOH� $QG ZH GiG WKaW UaWKHU TXicNO\� ΖW VKRXOGQȇW WaNH a SaQGHPic 

IRU XV WR PaNH WKHVH cKaQJHV iQ WKH IXWXUH�

When we prioritize places for people, we make our streets and roads safer for 

HYHU\RQH� iQcOXGiQJ SHRSOH iQ caUV� RQ EXVHV aQG EiNHV� 7KH TXHVWiRQ ZH QHHG WR 

NHHS aVNiQJ RXUVHOYHV iV QRW Ȋ&aQ ZH GR WKiV"ȋ EXW Ȋ+RZ aUH ZH JRiQJ WR GR WKiV"ȋ
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Projects
 ♦ Bike to Work Day

 ♦ Rideshare Week

 ♦ %acN Ȇ1ȇ )RUWK &OXE 	 i5iGHVKaUH 5HZaUGV 

 ♦ Safe Routes to School

 ♦ Regional Mobility Management Program

 ♦ Emergency Ride Home Program

 ♦ 511 Travel Info & Resources 

 ♦ Know How to Go Program

 ♦ Youth Ride Free Program 

 ♦ Guaranteed Ride Home Program 
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About the APCD
The San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control 

'iVWUicW �$P&'� cRQWUROV WKH UHJXOaWiRQV aQG SUR-

JUaPV PHaQW WR UHGXcH aiU SROOXWiRQ� 6/2 $P&' 

partners with local agencies, businesses, and com-

PXQiWiHV WR IRUPXOaWH aQG HQIRUcH WKHVH UHJXOaWiRQV� 

The APCD Board is the controlling body for the district 

aQG iV cRPSUiVHG RI �� HOHcWHG RɝciaOV� UHSUHVHQWiQJ 

HacK GiVWUicW aQG WKH VHYHQ iQcRUSRUaWHG ciWiHV� 7KH 

APCD Strategic Action Plan sets priorities and estab-

OiVKHV a URaG PaS IRU IXWXUH HQGHaYRUV�

GOAL: to protect the health 
of county resdients by 
preserving good air quality.

SLO County Air Pollution 
Control District (APCD)
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Staff Contact 
Andrew Mutziger | 6XSHUYiViQJ $iU 4XaOiW\ 6SHciaOiVW

Motorized vehicles produce more than half of the air pollution and greenhouse gas 

emissions in our region, and the SLO County APCD works hard to reduce these trans-

portation related emissions by implementing reduction programs and partnering 

ZiWK ORcaO VWaNHKROGHUV�

Annually, the SLO County APCD administers multi-million-dollar grant programs that 

modernize old agricultural equipment and help electrify light duty vehicles as well as 

SXEOic WUaQViW aQG VcKRRO EXVHV� &XUUHQWO\� WKH 6/2 &RXQW\ $P&' aQG 6/2&2* aUH 

partnering to provide one million dollars to install electric vehicle charging stations 

iQ 6/2 &RXQW\ WKURXJK WKH XScRPiQJ 6RXWK &HQWUaO &RaVW &$/H9ΖP SURMHcW� 7KiV 

H΍RUW ZiOO KHOS EUiGJH JaSV VR WKaW HYHU\RQH caQ cKaUJH WKHiU HOHcWUic YHKicOHV KHUH 

RQ WKH &HQWUaO &RaVW� 

$GGiWiRQaOO\� WKH 6/2 &RXQW\ $P&' aGPiQiVWHUV WKH Ȋ6/2 &aU )UHHȋ SURJUaP� ZKicK 

encourages car-free tourism in the San Luis Obispo area by providing travel and 

UHcUHaWiRQ GiVcRXQWV aQG RWKHU iQcHQWiYHV WR caU�IUHH WRXUiVWV�
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About SLO County Parks
San Luis Obispo County Parks manages a wide range 

of facilities including trails, golf courses, campgrounds, 

SRROV� SicQic ViWHV� aQG PRUH� 6/2 &RXQW\ PaUNV acWiYH 

transportation projects generally include any project 

WKaW iV a VHSaUaWHG XVH SaWK� 7KHVH aUH W\SicaOO\ UHcUH-

ational paths used for walking and biking such as:

 ♦ Yerba Buena Creek Trail (Santa Margarita to  

*aUGHQ )aUPV� 

 ♦ Bob Jones Trail - Octagon Barn

 ♦ Bob Jones Trail - SLO to Ontario Road

 ♦ Morro Bay to Cayucos Connector 

 ♦ Templeton to Atascadero Pathway

GOAL: to offer rewarding and and 
enjoyable recretional experices while 
protecting the central coast’s natural, 
cultural, and historical resources.

SLO County Parks
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Staff Contact 
Shaun E. Cooper | Senior Park Planner

Our Park Planning Division is responsible for the planning, design, and con-

VWUXcWiRQ RI SaUN aQG UHcUHaWiRQ IaciOiW\ SURMHcWV� 7KiV iQcOXGHV QHZ SaUN aQG 

trail projects as well as renovations and upgrades to existing park and rec-

UHaWiRQ IaciOiWiHV�

From developing Park Master Plans and Trail Feasibility Studies, conducting 

environmental review and securing permits, to obtaining grant funding and 

RYHUVHHiQJ SURMHcW cRQVWUXcWiRQ� RXU PaUN POaQQiQJ VWa΍ aUH aOZa\V ZRUNiQJ 

WR PaNH RXU cRPPXQiW\ EHWWHU�
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Caltrans District 5
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About
Caltrans manages more than 50,000 miles of California's 

highway and freeway lanes, provides inter-city rail ser-

vices, permits more than 400 public-use airports and 

special-use hospital heliports, and works with local agen-

ciHV� &aOWUaQV caUUiHV RXW iWV PiVViRQ ZiWK Vi[ SUiPaU\ 

programs: Aeronautics, Highway Transportation, Mass 

Transportation, Transportation Planning, Administration 

aQG WKH (TXiSPHQW 6HUYicH &HQWHU�  &aOWUaQV ��������� 

6WUaWHJic POaQ �P')�

The California Transportation Plan 2050 is a transportation blueprint of the 

future that will guide Caltrans in addressing the growing climate, mobility, 

SXEOic KHaOWK� aQG HTXiW\ cRQcHUQV� &aOWUaQV 'iVWUicW � UHcHQWO\ cRPSOHWHG iWV 

fiUVW $cWiYH 7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ POaQ� ZKicK iGHQWifiHV WKH Eic\cOH aQG SHGHVWUiaQ 

JaSV� EaUUiHUV aQG QHHGV RQ� acURVV aQG SaUaOOHO WR RXU 6WaWH +iJKZa\ 6\VWHP�

Caltrans is committed to working with local partner agencies on implementing 

cRPSOHWH VWUHHW iPSURYHPHQWV iQWR &aOWUaQV SURMHcWV ZKHUH IHaViEOH� :iWK 

public health and equity in mind, complete street investments will often be 

prioritized to focus on underserved and main street communities through-

RXW WKH GiVWUicW� ΖQ WKH QH[W IHZ \HaUV� &aOWUaQV ZiOO EH ZiGHQiQJ VKRXOGHUV RQ 

+iJKZa\ �ȇV Pacific &RaVW %iNH 5RXWH QHaU 6aQ 6iPHRQ aQG 2cHaQR� 7KiV ZiOO 

enhance the level of comfort and improve coastal access for bicyclists on this 

ZRUOG�UHQRZQHG EiNH URXWH� 

Staff Contact 
Audrey Ogden | Complete Streets Coordinator

GOAL: to provide a safe and reliable 
transportation network that serves all 
people and respects the environment.
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GOAL: to provide safe, reliable, and 
efficient transportation services to 
improve the quality of life for residents 
and visitors of San Luis Obispo County.

SLO County Regional 
Transit Authority

About
The San Luis Obispo Regional Transit Authority pro-

vides intercommunity public transportation for 

SLO County residents and parts of Santa Barbara 

&RXQW\� 7KH 6/2 57$ iV a -RiQW PRZHUV $XWKRUiW\ �-P$�� 

or an agency that shares joint power and respon-

ViEiOiW\ ZiWK RWKHU aJHQciHV WR SURYiGH VHUYicHV� 

The SLO RTA operates bus service connecting Arroyo 

Grande, Atascadero, Grover Beach, Morro Bay, Paso 

5REOHV� PiVPR %HacK� 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR� aQG PRUH� 

SLO RTA also oversees the administration of South 

&RXQW\ $UHa 7UaQViW �6&$7� ZKicK RSHUaWHV iQ WKH )iYH 

Cities area of Shell Beach, Pismo Beach, Grover Beach, 

2cHaQR� aQG $UUR\R *UaQGH�
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%ic\cOHV caQ EH aQ iPSRUWaQW SaUW RI PaNiQJ WKH EXV ZRUN IRU \RX� $OO 57$� 

6RXWK &RXQW\ 7UaQViW aQG PaVR ([SUHVV fi[HG URXWH YHKicOHV KaYH EiNH UacNV� 

Our full-size inter-community RTA buses have bike racks on the front and back 

RI WKH EXV ZiWK WKH caSaciW\ WR caUU\ WKUHH EiNHV HacK� 'iG \RX NQRZ WKaW 57$ 

is one of the very few bus systems in the US that has two sets of bike racks? 

ΖWȇV WUXH� :H acWXaOO\ GRQȇW HYHQ NQRZ RI aQ\ RWKHUV WKaW KaYH WZR UacNV� ΖWȇV 

a testament to how much SLO County riders love their bikes and rely upon 

WKHP IRU WKHiU WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ QHHGV�

Staff Contact 
Geoff Straw | Executive Director
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Project Update 
Status: 
Local ATP project applications have had limited success in securing funding from the statewide ATP 
cRPSHWiWiYH JUaQW SURJUaP� 7KHUHIRUH a SURJUaP RI VWUaWHJic aQG WacWicaO PHaVXUHV acURVV a UaQJH RI acWiYH 
WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ JRaOV KaV EHHQ VHW RXW WR aGGUHVV iQIRUPaWiRQ aQG GaWa GHficiHQciHV WR EROVWHU aSSOicaWiRQV 
ZKiOH GHOiYHUiQJ ORZ cRVW QHWZRUN HQKaQcHPHQWV 6HH� KWWS���VORcRJ�RUJ�SURJUaPV�acWiYH�WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ

Challenges:
 ♦ Improve regional multi-modal volume data collection and reporting 

Action: Three Bike and Pedestrian Counter are now available to member agencies on a rotational basis to 
VXSSRUW YROXPH GaWa cROOHcWiRQ aQG UHSRUWiQJ� 

 ♦ &RPPXQicaWH $cWiYH 5RXWHV RI 5HJiRQaO 6iJQificaQcH cRUUiGRUV IRU PXOWi�PRGaO WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ 
Action: &OaUiI\ $cWiYH 5RXWHV RI 5HJiRQaO 6iJQificaQcH� &RQWiQXH WR GHYHORS 6WRU\WHOOiQJ aV a PHWKRG IRU 
SXEOic HQJaJHPHQW aQG WHVWiPRQiHV IRU SUiRUiW\ iVVXHV aQG ORcaWiRQV� 

 ♦ &RQWiQXH GHYHORSiQJ a 5HJiRQaO %ic\cOH aQG PHGHVWUiaQ :a\fiQGiQJ POaQ 	 ΖQYHQWRU\� UHYiHZ aQG iQVWaOO 
Za\fiQGiQJ ViJQaJH�  

 ♦ Information sharing and best practices: Training and Workshops on special topics, including special topics 
OiNH Ȋ5RXQGaERXWVȋ� WR RccXU RQ a SHUiRGic EaViV �H[aPSOH 6HSW� ���� 5RXQGaERXWV :RUNVKRS��

Financial Programming 
Current funding: $75k FY20/21  2020 RTIP 

Recommendation:  $75k FY21/22    $75k FY22/23

Future need:  $225k 

Active Transportation Partnership Program

Project Description 
Purpose: 
To leverage partnerships ensuring multi-modal project elements are incor-
SRUaWHG iQWR SaUWQHU caSiWaO SURMHcWV ZKHUH aSSURSUiaWH aQG� a�� cOaUiI\iQJ 
��� PiOHV RI $cWiYH 5RXWHV RI 5HJiRQaO 6iJQificaQW cRUUiGRUV �$5R5V�� cORV-
iQJ WKH JaSV aQG IRcXViQJ RQ �� PiOHV RI QHWZRUN ȆPRVW iQ QHHGȇ RI IaciOiW\ 
iPSURYHPHQWV aQG cRQQHcWiRQV� (PSKaViV RQ E�� VaIHW\ aQG GaWa cROOHcWiRQ 
VXcK aV EiNH cRXQWV� 

Need: 
Improving network connectivity, safety and mobility with an emphasis on 
SaUWQHUVKiS ZRUN� 7KiV H΍RUW UHVSRQGV WR cKaQJiQJ VWaWH JUaQW aSSOica-
tion criterion and works to be more competitive for state funding, while 
aGYaQciQJ UHJiRQaO PREiOiW\ REMHcWiYHV� 
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Project Update 
Status: 
Recognizing the reduction of available funding to our region across all programs in 
WKH QHaU�WHUP� iQcOXGiQJ PXOWiPRGaO� ΖQYHVWPHQW VWUaWHJ\ IRU OHYHUaJiQJ ORcaOO\ OHG 
H΍RUWV� E\ iPSURYiQJ WKH Eic\cOH� SHGHVWUiaQ QHWZRUNV Yia iQWHJUaWiQJ WKH SURJUaP-
PaWic aQG SOaQQiQJ ZRUN RI WKH UHJiRQȇV PHPEHU MXUiVGicWiRQV�

Financial Programming 
5HcRPPHQGHG ����� 57ΖP� � $250k  FY18/19   $250k FY20/21

Future need: $500k  

ATP Grant Leverage

Project Description 
Purpose: 
A programmatic set aside of funding which can be leveraged 
E\ PHPEHU aJHQciHV acURVV SURMHcW GHYHORSPHQW VWaJHV� 

Need: 
No local projects were recommended for funding the state-
ZiGH &\cOH�� $7P cRPSHWiWiYH JUaQW SURJUaP� 7KH SURJUaP 
work progresses a range of active transportation goals, 
such as network connectivity, safety and mobility with an 
emphasis on partnership work, SRTS infrastructure, in order 
to be more competitive for state funding while advancing 
UHJiRQaO REMHcWiYHV�
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Project Update 
Status: 
7KH &iW\ UHcHiYHG a &aOWUaQV SOaQQiQJ JUaQW iQ )\ ����� aQG cRPSOHWHG $XJXVW �����  7KH fiQGiQJV RI WKH cRPSOHWH 
VWUHHWV IHaViEiOiW\ RI (O &aPiQR 5HaO �(&5� iQ GRZQWRZQ $WaVcaGHUR ZaV SUHVHQWHG WR WKH 6/2&2* %RaUG iQ $SUiO 
�����  PURMHcW KaV iQiWiaWHG WKH HQYiURQPHQWaO SUH�cRQVWUXcWiRQ SKaVH �P$	('� �  7KH &iW\ iV VHHNiQJ $7P *UaQW 
&\cOH � IRU cRQVWUXcWiRQ�  6/2&2* KaV cRPPiWWHG ���. ������ iQ UHJiRQaO 6+$ IXQGiQJ IRU UHYiHZ RI WKH 5RVaUiR 
5G� RQ�UaPS�  7KH &iW\ iGHQWifiHG ���N iQ ORcaO cKRicH 86+$ IXQGV WR PaWcK 6/2&2*ȇV UHJiRQaO IXQGiQJ�  

Challenges:
$ OaUJH cRPSRQHQW RI WKH SOaQ iV WKH aQaO\ViV RI H[iVWiQJ aQG IXWXUH WUaɝc RSHUaWiRQV WKURXJK WKH GRZQWRZQ 
cRUUiGRU XQGHU a ȊURaG GiHWȋ VcHQaUiR� %\ GURSSiQJ a YHKicXOaU OaQH iQ ERWK WKH QRUWKERXQG aQG VRXWKERXQG 
GiUHcWiRQV� iW iV SRVViEOH WR aGG HQKaQcHG SHGHVWUiaQ aQG Eic\cOH IaciOiWiHV� aGGiWiRQaO SXEOic VSacHV� aQG SaUNiQJ�

Financial Programming 
 ♦ $7M Total Cost

 ♦ $100k FY17/18 Complete Streets Feasibility Study – Caltrans Grant

 ♦ ����N �6/2&2* ���. aQG &iW\ ���.� IRU HQJiQHHUiQJ�GHViJQ RI QRUWKHUQ VHJPHQW RI (&5 SURMHcW�

 ♦ $250k additional City 

 ♦ $15k ATP Cycle 5 grant support

 ♦ PURMHcW 1HHG ����0

Atascadero ECR Downtown Streetscape Improvements

Project Description 
Purpose: 
7KH (O &aPiQR 5HaO 'RZQWRZQ 7Uaɝc &aOPiQJ aQG &RUUiGRU POaQ 
recommended constructing bulb-outs, bike lanes and pedestrian 
crossings, decorative lighting, sidewalks and parking; incorporating 
enhanced pedestrian and bicycle access along with increased parking 
RSSRUWXQiWiHV aQG VaIHU cURVVZaONV� 7KH SURMHcW ZiOO HQKaQcH HcR-
nomic development in the downtown by creating a zone that slows 
WUaɝc VSHHGV aQG HQKaQcHV aSSHaUaQcH aQG VaIHW\� 7KH PURMHcW OiPiWV 
include the El Camino Corridor from the intersection of Highway 41 
WR WKH iQWHUVHcWiRQ RI 5RVaUiR $YHQXH�

Need: 
(O &aPiQR 5HaO cRUUiGRU EHWZHHQ +iJKZa\ �� aQG 5RVaUiR $YHQXH YaUiHV iQ SaYHPHQW ZiGWK aQG OaQH cRQfiJXUaWiRQ� 
/aQH cRQfiJXUaWiRQ JHQHUaOO\ cRQViVWV RI WZR WKURXJK OaQHV iQ HacK GiUHcWiRQ aQG a cHQWHU OaQH� SaUaOOHO SaUNiQJ 
aORQJ ERWK cXUE OiQHV� aQG iQWHUPiWWHQW EiNH OaQHV IURP +iJKZa\ �� WR 7Uaɝc :a\� 7KH SRVWHG VSHHG OiPiW iV �� 
PSK WKURXJKRXW WKH SURMHcW aUHa aV aOORZHG iQ GHViJQaWHG 'RZQWRZQ 'iVWUicWV� +RZHYHU� WKH PaMRUiW\ RI YHKicOHV 
H[cHHG WKiV OiPiW� 
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Project Update 
Status: 
In the 2020 programming cycle the Board approved 
����� PiOOiRQ WRZaUG GHViJQ �����N� aQG cRQVWUXcWiRQ 
�����N��  7KH GHViJQ SKaVH iV H[SHcWHG WR EH cRP-
SOHWH iQ )HEUXaU\ �����  ΖQ 0aUcK ���� WKH &aOiIRUQia 
7UaQVSRUWaWiRQ &RPPiVViRQ aSSURYHG ������ PiOOiRQ iQ 
grant funds through the Active Transportation Program 
WR IXOO\ IXQG WKH SURMHcW WKURXJK cRQVWUXcWiRQ�  

Challenges:
The County must secure right of entry to two privately 
owned parcels at the north end of the project before 
they’re able to complete necessary environmental and 
XWiOiW\ HaVHPHQWV aQG fiQaOi]H GHViJQ� 7KH &RXQW\ KaV a 
SURcHVV iQ SOacH WR IXUWKHU HQJaJH WKH a΍HcWHG SURSHUW\ 
RZQHUV�

Bob Jones City to Sea Trail Extension

Project Description 
Purpose: 
&RQVWUXcW a ��� PiOH cOaVV Ζ Eic\cOH aQG SHGHVWUiaQ SaWK HaVW 8�6� ��� aORQJ WKH 
6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR &UHHN WR fiOO a JaS iQ WKH UHJiRQaO acWiYH WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ QHWZRUN 
EHWZHHQ VRXWK cRXQW\ cRPPXQiWiHV aQG WKH &iW\ RI 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR�

Need: 
The existing route along Ontario Road has narrow shoulder width, traverses a high-
Za\ iQWHUcKaQJH aW 6RXWK +iJXHUa aQG 8�6� ���� aQG WUaɝc WUaYHOiQJ aW KiJK VSHHGV�  
7KH H[iVWiQJ cOaVV ΖΖ EiNH OaQHV R΍HU QR VHSaUaWiRQ EHWZHHQ c\cOiVWV aQG YHKicOHV aQG 
WKHUH aUH PiQiPaO SHGHVWUiaQ IaciOiWiHV WKURXJK WKH cRUUiGRU� 7KH SURSRVHG SURMHcW ZiOO 
provide a safer route for bicyclists and new opportunities for pedestrians, supporting 
JUHaWHU XVH E\ XVHUV RI aOO aJHV aQG aEiOiWiHV�  

PHASE FY20/21 FY21/22 FY22/23 FY23/24

(QYiURQPHQWaO �P$ 	 ('�

'HViJQ �P6 	 (� $929k $321K

Right of Way $1,974K

Construction $17,053K

Financial Programming
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Commuter Transportation Demand Management Programs

Project Update 
Status: 
$ccRUGiQJ WR UHcHQW cHQVXV GaWa� ����� RI RXU cRXQW\ȇV 
cRPPXWHUV WUaYHO iQ ViQJOH�RccXSaQW YHKicOHV WR ZRUN� 
At the same time, employer survey data from FY 17-18 
shows that an average of 55% of surveyed employ-
ees are willing to make a more sustainable commute 
choice if the program can help them overcome real 
RU SHUcHiYHG REVWacOHV� 5iGHVKaUHȇV %acN Ȇ1ȇ )RUWK &OXE 
currently partners with 51 employers, representing 
aURXQG ������ cRPPXWHUV UHJiRQaOO\� PURYiGiQJ VWUa-
tegic, individualized support for an increasing number 
of employers, employer departments, and individu-
al commuters takes time and dedication to facilitate 
SURJUaP SaUWiciSaWiRQ aQG EHKaYiRU cKaQJH� 6XSSRUW 
includes personalized trip planning, ride matching, trip 
logging software, Guaranteed Ride Home program, 
incentive management and employee outreach and 
education about multi-modal transportation at no cost 
WR WKH HPSOR\HUV WKaW SaUWiciSaWH� 2SSRUWXQiWiHV H[iVW 

for further expansion of the program with continued 
IXQGiQJ WR PaNH PRUH HɝciHQW XVH RI RXU WUaQVSRUWa-
WiRQ V\VWHP aQG VaYH cRPPXWHUV PRQH\� 

Challenges:
Sustainability of ongoing funding, challenges inherent 

iQ IaciOiWaWiQJ EHKaYiRU cKaQJH�

Improvement Options: 
Innovation in marketing and outreach to employers 
and employees, new and expanded partnerships with 
employers and transportation providers, growth of the 
cRPPXWHU PaWcKiQJ GaWaEaVH�

Stakeholder Involvement: 
Collaboration with public transportation operators, 
ORcaO MXUiVGicWiRQV� UHJiRQaO HPSOR\HUV� aQG cRPPXWHUV�

Project Description 
Purpose: 
To achieve greenhouse gas reduction targets estab-
OiVKHG E\ WKH &aOiIRUQia $iU 5HVRXUcHV %RaUG �&$5%�� 
This free program of SLO Regional Rideshare assists 
employers in educating and empowering their employ-
ees to make smart commute choices by supplying them 
ZiWK WKH WRROV aQG iQcHQWiYHV WKH\ QHHG� ΖW VaYHV cRP-
muters money, supports the health and wellbeing of 
communities, lessens parking demand and reduces 
WUaɝc cRQJHVWiRQ� 

Need: 
Reduce regional congestion on roads and highways, 
conserve fuel, and reduce air pollution while removing 
barriers to carpooling, vanpooling, transit and other 
transportation modes

FY20/21 FY21/22 FY22/23 FY23/24

TDM Program $200k $200k $200k

Vanpool Subsidy $125k $160k $195k

Financial Programming
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Edna-Price Canyon Trail Segment 6A- Los Ranchos to Buckley 

Project Update 
Status: 
7KiV SURMHcW iV a SOaQQHG VHJPHQW iGHQWifiHG iQ WKH (GQa�
Price Canyon Trail Feasibility Study, which was adopted 
E\ WKH %RaUG iQ 0aUcK �����  PURMHcW OHYHO HQYiURQPHQ-
tal work and design are not yet complete, but the study 
included a robust public outreach process and should 
guide future planning and construction by the imple-
PHQWiQJ aJHQc\�        

Challenges:
7KH &RXQW\ RI 6/2 iV cRQGXcWiQJ WUaɝc aQaO\ViV aQG 
preliminary engineering for roundabout concepts at 
the Los Ranchos and Buckley Road intersections with 
SR 227, but this project is outside the current scope of 
ZRUN�  7KH iQWHUVHcWiRQ GHViJQ ZiOO accRPPRGaWH WKH 
construction of the trail segment, but the trail project 
is stuck in the planning phase and lacks a project spon-
VRU�  7KH iQ�SURJUHVV iQWHUVHcWiRQ iPSURYHPHQWV RQ WKH 
cRUUiGRU R΍HU aQ RSSRUWXQiW\ WR cRQVWUXcW 6HJPHQW �$�  
The 2016 planning-level construction cost estimate was 
����N� UHȵHcWiQJ a cXUUHQW \HaU HVWiPaWH RI ����N ��� 
HVcaOaWiRQ UaWH��      

Project Description 
Purpose:
Enhance safety, mobility, and access for bicyclists and 
SHGHVWUiaQV RI aOO aJHV aQG aEiOiWiHV� $ORQJ WKH ZHVW 
side of State Route 227 between Los Ranchos Road 
and Buckley Road, construct a class I shared use trail 
cRQViVWHQW ZiWK 6HJPHQW �$ aV iGHQWifiHG iQ WKH (GQa�
PUicH &aQ\RQ 7UaiO )HaViEiOiW\ 6WXG\ �������   

Need: 
The Edna-Price Canyon Trail is a nine-mile segment of 
the Juan Batista de Anza Historic Trail between the cities 
RI 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR aQG PiVPR %HacK�  6HJPHQW �$ iV 
high-utility-improving non-motorized connectivity from 
neighborhoods along State Route 227 to jobs, retail and 
services in southern SLO, bicycle and pedestrian access 
from neighborhoods on southern SLO to Los Ranchos 
Elementary School, and providing space for recreation 
aQG H[HUciVH�     

Financial Programming
Funding Needed: $1M 
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Project Update 
Status: 
In the 2020 programming cycle the Board approved 
$269k to leverage Caltrans SHOPP funds to construct 
the project, and if unable to secure Caltrans support, 
WR EH iQcOXGHG aV a ORcaO PaWcK iQ &\cOH � RI WKH $7P�  
Caltrans did not support including this project as part of 
the larger SHOPP project and funds were not secured 
WKURXJK WKH $7P� 7KH &RXQW\ cRPPiWWHG ����N iQ ORcaO 
funds to leverage $269k in regional funds to design 
and construct project segments that have independent 
utility, which will include some combination of curb 
H[WHQViRQV� ViGHZaON iQfiOO� aQG iQWHUVHcWiRQ cORVXUH�    

Challenges:
The County must secure right of entry to two privately 
owned parcels at the north end of the project before 
they’re able to complete necessary environmental and 
XWiOiW\ HaVHPHQWV aQG fiQaOi]H GHViJQ� 7KH &RXQW\ KaV a 
SURcHVV iQ SOacH WR IXUWKHU HQJaJH WKH a΍HcWHG SURSHUW\ 
RZQHUV�

Front Street Revitalization Phase 1

Project Description 
Purpose: 
$ORQJ +iJKZa\ � iQ 2cHaQR� cRQVWUXcW ViGHZaON iQfiOO 	 EXOE RXWV aW YaUiRXV 
intersections, close intersections, and implement low-impact design water 
TXaOiW\ cRPSOiaQcH IHaWXUHV� ΖPSURYH SHGHVWUiaQ VaIHW\ aQG accHVV WR JRRGV 
aQG VHUYicHV�

Need: 
+iJKZa\ � acWV aV a ȆPaiQ VWUHHWȇ WKURXJK 2cHaQR� caUUiHV a KiJK YROXPH RI 
WUaɝc� aQG KaV a KiVWRU\ RI IaWaO aQG VHUiRXV iQMXU\ EiNH aQG SHGHVWUiaQ cROOi-
ViRQV�  7KH ORcaO VWUHHW iQWHUVHcWiRQV ZiWK +iJKZa\ � accRPPRGaWH YHKicOH 
PRYHPHQWV EXW R΍HU PiQiPaO SHGHVWUiaQ IaciOiWiHV�  7KiV SURMHcW iPSOHPHQWV 
cRQcHSWV IURP WKH &RXQW\ȇV 2cHaQR 5HYiWaOi]aWiRQ POaQ �������    

PHASE SLOCOG Committed Funds SHORTFALL STATUS MILESTONE

Environmental
�P$ 	 ('� $0 $0 100%

'HViJQ �P6 	 (� $0 TBD 30% TBD

Construction $269k $0 0% TBD

Project Need: ����0

Financial Programming 
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Project Update 
Status:  
5�: IXOO\ acTXiUHG E\ 6/2 &RXQW\ ZiWK aVViVWaQcH IURP 7UXVW IRU PXEOic /aQGV aQG 6/2 /aQG &RQVHUYaQc\ iQ ����� 
1(P$ cRPSOHWHG )HE ����� SURMHcW cRRSHUaWiRQ ZiWK &aOWUaQV�   &aQGiGaWH IRU $7P &\cOH � iQ JUaQW caOO iQ 6HSW� ����� 
&RaVWaO &RQVHUYaQc\ SRWHQWiaO cR�VSRQVRU RI &\cOH � $7P JUaQW� &XUUHQW iQIRUPaO SaUNiQJ iVVXHV�

Challenges: 
 ♦ 7KH SURMHcW iV cXUUHQWO\ aW ��� cRPSOHWH GHViJQ ZiWK a ViJQHG &(4$ (Ζ5� &(4$ QHHGV WR EH UHIUHVKHG

 ♦ $SSUR[� ��� iQ &aOWUaQV 52:� SURMHcW cRPSOH[� (QcURacKPHQW SHUPiW QHHGHG�

 ♦ 'HViJQ WR EH fiQaOi]HG� P6( cORVH RXW cRVW HVWiPaWHV aQWiciSaWHG WR HVcaOaWH� 

 ♦ &RaVWaO 'HYHORSPHQW PHUPiW QHHGHG�

Improvement Options:  
 ♦ &aQGiGaWH IRU $7P &\cOH � 6HSW� ����  IRU &21 )<�����

 ♦ Opportunity to improve ADA Access and mobility for all users

Financial Programming 
 ♦ �����0 PURMHcW 7RWaO � ����0 PURMHcW 1HHG iQ $7P &\cOH �  

 ♦ ����N P$	(' �cRPSOHWH � ����N aYaiOaEOH� aQG ����N IRU P6	( aYaiOaEOH� ����N P( aYaiOaEOH

 ♦ ����N RI aGGiWiRQaO SUHcRQVWUXcWiRQ acWiYiWiHV �HQJiQHHUiQJ cORVH RXW��  6/2&2* HVWiPaWH�

 ♦ &RXQW\ PaUNV WR SXUVXH ��0 &RQVWUXcWiRQ�

Recommendation:  )XQG SUHcRQVWUXcWiRQ VKRUWIaOO �����N�� aQG iQcOXGH cRQVWUXcWiRQ caSiWaO PaWcK �����.��  
Note: California Coastal Conservancy stated intent to match SLOCOG 1:1 to assist in grant match with overall goal 
WR UHacK ��� WRWaO PaWcK EHWZHHQ 6/2&2*�&RQVHUYaQc\�

Morro Bay To Cayucos Connector

Project Description 
Purpose: 
A multi-use trail to complete an important segment in the non-motorized 
transportation network along Hwy1 while providing an outstanding recreational 
RSSRUWXQiW\� ΖQcOXGH EiNH�SHG EUiGJH aQG SaUNiQJ� &RQWiQXRXV R΍�KZ\ cRQQHcWiYiW\ 
between communities, provide safe and scenic bike route, maximize user contact 
ZiWK cRaVWOiQH ZKiOH aYRiGiQJ HQYiURQPHQWaO iPSacWV� 

Need:  
Located within the CA Coastal Trail Corridor, planned since 2004, both east and west 
ViGH cRQViGHUHG� ([WHQGiQJ IURP &ORiVWHUV PaUN� WR 1RUPa 5RVH PaUN iQ &a\XcRV� 
includes existing bike routes in both Morro Bay and Cayucos, where ped/bikes share 
WKH VWUHHW ZiWK YHKicOHV� 'HYHORSPHQW RI a QHZ GHGicaWHG WUaiO cRPSOHWHO\ VHSaUaWHG 
IURP WUaɝc aORQJ +Z\� WR HQVXUH WKH VaIHW\ RI IXWXUH XVHUV� +HOS PiQiPi]H SHG�
EiNH�YHKicOH cRQȵicWV RQ WKHVH H[iVWiQJ EiNH URXWHV�  
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Project Update 
Status: 
)iQaOi]iQJ 'UaIW P$(' (QYiURQPHQWaO 6WXGiHV aQG fiQaO SURMHcW UHSRUW HaUO\ ����� 7KH SURMHcW caQ PRYH iQWR WKH P$�
(' SKaVH� &RQVWUXcWiRQ cRPPHQciQJ WKH VaPH \HaU )<�������� PURMHcW 7HaP iV UHYiHZiQJ SHUIRUPaQcH PHaVXUHV 
aQG %HQHfiW � &RVW 5aWiRQ JiYHQ UHYiVHG ��0 IXQGiQJ HVcaOaWiRQ IRU URXQGaERXW RSWiRQ� 7KH ViWH iV cRQcOXGiQJ WKH 
aUcKHRORJicaO HYaOXaWiRQ aQG IXWXUH IXQGiQJ RSWiRQV IRU cRQVWUXcWiRQ SKaVH iV cXUUHQWO\ XQGHU UHYiHZ�

Challenges:
 ♦ $EiOiW\ WR IXQG SUHIHUUHG RSWiRQ ZiWK ViJQificaQW ORcaO PaWcK� 

 ♦ Investment to consider development contributions, long term future 

JURZWK RI cRaVWaO ViWHV aQG caSaciW\ QHHGV� 

Improvement Options:
1. $4M (escalated) IRU WUaɝc ViJQaO aOWHUQaWiYH� ZiGHQ 65 � 1% R΍ UaPS WR iQcUHaVH VWRUaJH� ZiGHQ PaiQ 

street both approaches, restripe SR 41  
2. $8.3M (escalated) 6-leg modern roundabout, realign SR 1 NB ramps with retaining wall

Route 1/SR 41 Operational Improvements 

Project Description 
Purpose: 
In Morro Bay, at the SR 1/SR 41 interchange, upgrade capacity and intersec-
tion control for the existing, closely spaced, intersections on SR41 at SR1 NB 
UaPSV aQG 0aiQ 6WUHHW�

Need: 
ΖQWHUVHcWiRQ cXUUHQWO\ H[SHUiHQcHV cRQJHVWHG cRQGiWiRQV� ΖPSURYH RYHUaOO RSHU-
aWiRQaO OHYHO�RI�VHUYicH �$0 SHaN KRXU RSHUaWHV aW /26 '�� aQG VaIHW\ cRQGiWiRQV� 
ZKiOH UHGXciQJ cRQJHVWiRQ aQG cROOiViRQV aW WKH iQWHUVHcWiRQ� PURYiGH VaIHU 
SHGHVWUiaQ IaciOiWiHV IRU 0% +iJK 6cKRRO aQG YiViWRU cRaVWaO accHVV� 

Financial Programming 
 ♦ PURMHcW iV IXQGHG �)<������ ����N� WKURXJK HQYiURQPHQWaO aQG GHViJQ SKaVH 

 ♦ &XUUHQWO\ )<����� � ����0 �&21� 67ΖP IXQGHG

 ♦ Shortfall for all remaining improvements $4M

1R aGGiWiRQaO PaWcK IXQGiQJ iV UHcRPPHQGHG E\ 6/2&2* IRU WKH &iW\ȇV $7P &\cOH � JUaQW aSSOicaWiRQ�  7KH &iW\ 
KaV iQGicaWHG WKaW WKH\ Pa\ aSSO\ IRU 6/2&2* 6576 &\cOH � IXQGV �����N� IRU iPSURYHPHQWV aW 0%+6�  ΖI aZaUGHG� 
WKRVH IXQGV cRXOG EH iGHQWifiHG aV aGGiWiRQaO PaWcK WR WKH &iW\ȇV $7P &\cOH � JUaQW aSSOicaWiRQ�

Total Project Cost: ����0

Need: ����0
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Project Update 
Status: 
In August 2020, the Board approved programming for 
&\cOH ��   ���� PiOOiRQ KaV EHHQ aSSURYHG iQ &\cOHV ��� 
and a project status update is presented below in the 
)iQaQciaO PURJUaPPiQJ VHcWiRQ�  1RWH WKaW WKH ciWiHV RI 
Morro Bay and Pismo Beach have yet to submit grant 
aSSOicaWiRQV�  

Challenges:
Funding requests outpace available programming each 
c\cOH�  6RPH MXUiVGicWiRQV OacN VWa΍ caSaciW\ WR cRQGXcW 
public outreach to determine project wants/needs 
and garner support from the community, schools or 
GiVWUicWV�  PURMHcWV WKaW OacNHG accXUaWH cRQVWUXcWiRQ cRVW 
estimate at the time of application or lack the ability 
to leverage local funds to cover construction funding 
VKRUWIaOOV aUH QRW cRQVWUXcWHG iQ a WiPHO\ PaQQHU�      

Safe Route to School Capital Improvement Program

Project Description 
Purpose: 
7KH 6aIH 5RXWHV WR 6cKRRO �6576� &aSiWaO ΖPSURYHPHQW PURJUaP iV a UHJiRQaOO\ IXQGHG 
cRPSHWiWiYH JUaQW SURJUaP� 7KH cHQWHU SiOOaU RI WKH SURJUaP iV WKH 6576 PUiRUiWi]aWiRQ 
7RRO ���� ZKicK UaQNV VcKRROV PRVW iQ QHHG RI aQG UHaG\ IRU Eic\cOH aQG SHGHVWUiaQ 
caSiWaO iPSURYHPHQWV� 7KH SURJUaP IXQGV WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ SURMHcWV ZKicK HQKaQcH 
WKH VaIHW\ aQG cRQYHQiHQcH RI ZaONiQJ aQG EiNiQJ WR VcKRRO�   

Need: 
In 1969, nearly 50 percent of all children in the United States (and nearly 90 percent of 
WKRVH ZiWKiQ a PiOH RI VcKRRO� ZaONHG RU Eic\cOHG WR VcKRRO� 7RGa\� WKaW QXPEHU KaV SOXP-
PHWHG WR IHZHU WKaQ �� SHUcHQW� 'XUiQJ WKH PRUQiQJ cRPPXWH KRXUV GUiYiQJ WR VcKRRO 
UHSUHVHQWV ����� SHUcHQW RI WUaɝc RQ WKH URaG� 6WXGiHV VKRZ WKaW 6aIH 5RXWHV WR 6cKRRO 
SURJUaPV aUH H΍HcWiYH aW iQcUHaViQJ UaWHV RI Eic\cOiQJ aQG ZaONiQJ WR VcKRRO aQG GHcUHaV-
iQJ iQMXUiHV� ZKiOH KHOSiQJ UHGXcH WUaɝc cRQJHVWiRQ aQG SROOXWiRQ aURXQG VcKRRO ]RQHV�

Financial Programming 
Jurisdiction Project Title Cycle 1 Cycle 2 Cycle 3 CON Complete

Arroyo Grande Harloe ES sidewalk gap closures Phase 1 $50,000 100%

Harloe ES sidewalk gap closures Phase 2 $100,000 0

Grover Beach *URYHU %HaK (6 6iGHZaON ΖQfiOO $100,000 $157,333 100%

SLO Co. (Oceano) Oceano ES sidewalk gap closures Phase 1 $0 0% 100%

Oceano ES sidewalk gap closures Phase 2 $200,000 15%

SLO Cty (Los Osos) Baywood ES pedestrian enhancements $100,000 $70,000 15%

SLO City Pacheco Peak ES Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon crossing $100,000 100%

Pacheco Peak ES Class I Path $1200,000 0%

Paso Robles 'aQiHO (� /HZiV 06 %ic\cOH aQG PHGHVWUiaQ 
Improvements

$100,000 $84,472 0%

Flamson MS Bicycle & Pedestrian Improvements $60,000 Partial award for 
pre-con

Atascadero Santa Rosa ES Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety 
Enhancement $50,000 Partial award for 

pre-con

Total Need: ����0
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Regional Investments
How does SLOCOG fund active transportation projects?

CHAPTER 8
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SLOCOG utilizes a Balanced Intermodal Investment Strategy that supports 
investments in active transportation. SLOCOG focuses funding efforts on active 
transportation projects that:

 ♦ Connect communities

 ♦ Increase safety and accessibility

 ♦ Provide safe routes to school

 ♦ Promotes livability

State requirements, and the national movement for 

complete streets to reduce transportation-related 

*+* HPiVViRQV� YaOiGaWH WKiV PXOWi�PRGaO aSSURacK� 

Emphasis is placed on continuing partnership work with 

Caltrans, San Luis Obispo County and member jurisdic-

WiRQV WR cOaUiI\ H΍RUWV� VHcXUH JUaQW IXQGiQJ� cORVH JaSV� 

and improve Safe Routes to School, Regional Corridor, 

ΖPSURYHG %iNHZa\� aQG &RPSOHWH 6WUHHWV SURJUaPV� 

Active Transportation project funding is separated into 

WKUHH caWHJRUiHV VSHcific WR SURMHcW W\SH� $V VKRZQ iQ 

Table 8-1: Funding Level Comparisons, the projects 

in the Protected Bike & Pedestrian and Complete 

6WUHHWV SURMHcW caWHJRUiHV KaYH EHHQ fiQaQciaOO\ cRQ-

strained under the Reasonably Constrained Funding 

VcHQaUiR� 'XH WR WKH SURcHVV WKURXJK ZKicK 6576 

projects are developed, the SRTS project inventory 

GRHV QRW UHȵHcW WKH IXOO IXQGiQJ QHHG RYHU WKH ���\HaU 

SOaQQiQJ KRUi]RQ�

Projects included in the constrained active transporta-

WiRQ SURMHcW OiVWV� IRXQG iQ WKH IROORZiQJ fiJXUH� aUH WKRVH 

WKaW caQ UHaVRQaEO\ EH GHOiYHUHG iQ a VKRUW� ���� \HaUV�� 

PiG� ����� \HaUV�� RU ORQJ�WHUP ������ \HaUV� WiPHIUaPH� 

The project costs in the constrained project lists have 

EHHQ HVcaOaWHG WR UHȵHcW WKH HVWiPaWHG cRVWV UHOaWiYH 

WR WKHiU GHOiYHU\ WiPHIUaPHV� PURMHcWV WKaW aUH RXWViGH 

of these delivery timeframes are included in the uncon-

VWUaiQHG SURMHcW OiVW WR SURYiGH a fiVcaO SURMHcWiRQ aQG 

placeholder should an agency pursue plans or studies 

WR IXUWKHU WKH SURMHcW WRZaUG iPSOHPHQWaWiRQ� 

All SLOCOG-sponsored active 
transportation project investments 
in the 2019 RTP are financially 
constrained up to $188 million.

113      
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ATP 
CATEGORIES

2019 RTP:  
Constrained Funding

Complete Streets
Class II & Livability $94 million

Protected Bike  
& Pedestrian,
Class I, Class IV, Multi-Use

$66 million

SRTS $28 million

TOTAL $188 million

Table 8-1: Funding Level Comparisons
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During each programming cycle of SLOCOG’s discre-

tionary funding programs (Regional Transportation 

Improvement Program [RTIP], Congestion Mitigation 

aQG $iU 4XaOiW\ SURJUaP >&0$4@� 5HJiRQaO 6XUIacH 

Transportation Exchange Program [RSTP Exchange], 

Active Transportation Partnership Program [ATPP] and 

WKH 6aIH 5RXWHV WR 6cKRRO &aSiWaO PURJUaP >6576@�� SURM-

ect applications are solicited from local agencies and 

VcRUHG EaVHG RQ cUiWHUia VSHcific WR HacK SURJUaP� /RcaO 

agency priorities, the completion of related planning 

studies, and funding availability contribute to actual 

SURMHcW GHOiYHU\� WKXV SURMHcWV iGHQWifiHG iQ WKH PiG� aQG 

long-term delivery timeframe may be accelerated to a 

VKRUW�WHUP GHOiYHU\ WiPHIUaPH�
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A block from home, I heard the air whizzing out of my 

WiUH� Ζ NQHZ WKiV ZRXOG KaSSHQ� 0\ WiUH ZaV ZHaUiQJ 

GRZQ WR WKH WKUHaGV� Ζ KHaG WR WKH EiNH NiWcKHQ�

The volunteer helping me recognized my mechanical 

VNiOOV aQG HQcRXUaJHG PH WR YROXQWHHU WRR� $IWHU Ζ VWaUW-

HG WKHUH� WKH VWa΍ aVNHG PH WR WaNH WKH OHaG RI WKH 

:RPHQȇV SURJUaP� Ζ RUJaQi]HG aQG OHG :7) aQG /*%74 

UiGHV aQG cRPPXQiW\ HYHQWV� 

When a staff opening came up, I 
was offered the position. It was my 
dream come true. I worked hard to 
create a more inclusive environment 
and to lift people up the way that I 
had been lifted up. 

Three years into my career at the kitchen, a mentor 

suggested that I apply for a position at SRAM (a bike 

SaUW iQGXVWU\ OHaGHU ZiWK a ORcaWiRQ iQ 6aQ /XiV 2EiVSR�� 

Ζ GiGQȇW WKiQN Ζ ZaV TXaOifiHG� EXW Ζ UHaOi]HG WKH NiWcKHQ 

cRXOGQȇW VXSSRUW PH IRU WKH UHVW RI P\ OiIH� 

I applied, and after a lengthy interview process, I got the 

MRE� $ IHZ ZHHNV OaWHU� Ζ MRiQHG 65$0ȇV GiYHUViW\ cRP-

PiWWHH� WR cRQWiQXH P\ H΍RUWV WR KHOS VXSSRUW ZRPHQ 

aQG %ΖP2& ZKR ZHUH JHWWiQJ iQWR EiNHV�

I am only here because I bought a bike to commute to 

work in 2015, and because so many people encouraged 

PH aQG VXSSRUWHG PH aORQJ WKH Za\� 0aQ\ ZRPHQ 

aQG JiUOV QHHG WKiV NiQG RI VXSSRUW� )iYH \HaUV OaWHU� Ζ 

aP ZRUNiQJ IRU aQ iQGXVWU\ JiaQW� 

 — Audrey Surprenant

How the  
Bike Kitchen 
Changes Lives
Testimonial from Audrey Surprenant
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“Where did I park last night? What street am I on right 

QRZ"ȋ )RU PRUH WKaQ ��� PRUQiQJV� Ζ ZRNH WR WKH VRXQG 

of footsteps on the sidewalk just outside my camper 

VKHOO� P\ cKRVHQ KRPH� ΖȇG JaWKHU P\ ERRNV� VKRZHU 

VXSSOiHV� aQG IRRG� aQG VKXɞH WRZaUG caPSXV ZKHUH 

Ζ HQWHUHG WKH HQJiQHHUiQJ VWXGHQW OiIH� 

I drove everywhere and so I knew it was bound to 

happen: Twice in two months I was pulled over for traf-

fic YiROaWiRQV� 7KH ���� iQ fiQHV ZHUH HTXaO WR �� ZHHNV 

RI PHaOV� �� WaQNV RI JaV� � WH[WERRNV�

A coworker, friend and fellow van-dweller told me I 

cRXOG YROXQWHHU aW a QRQ�SURfiW WR Sa\ R΍ WKH fiQHV� Ζ 

VWaUWHG YROXQWHHUiQJ aW WKH %iNH .iWcKHQ WKH QH[W Ga\� 

ΖW ZaV iQWiPiGaWiQJ EXW Ζ NHSW VKRZiQJ XS� Ζ HYHQWXaOO\ 

SaiG R΍ P\ WicNHWV aQG ERXJKW P\VHOI a EOXH %iaQcKi 

VPaOO HQRXJK WR fiW QH[W WR PH iQ P\ WUXcN� 

One night a bike kitchen friend invited me to an event 

at the Establishment, an intentional community house 

iQ GRZQWRZQ 6/2 ZKHUH VKH OiYHG� 

I walked in through the yard and saw 
friendly but unfamiliar faces, a group of 
women getting dressed up in sequins 
and pink, and bikes everywhere. I fell 
in love and for the first time saw myself 
living somewhere other than my truck.

My Bianchi and I moved into the Establishment during 

WKH VXPPHU RI ����� Ζ KaG MXVW UHWXUQHG IURP 8JaQGa 

and I was working on my Master’s thesis as well as pre-

SaUiQJ IRU aQ iQQRYaWiRQ cRPSHWiWiRQ aW &aO PRO\� 0\ 

KRXVHPaWHV SaWiHQWO\ OiVWHQHG WR PH SUacWicH P\ SiWcK� 

Ζ PaGH iW WR WKH fiQaOV aJaiQVW �� RWKHU WHaPV� 7KHQ� WZR 

ZHHNV EHIRUH WKH fiQaO SiWcK� Ζ ZaV KiW E\ a caU RQ P\ 

UiGH KRPH IURP caPSXV� 0\ KHOPHW cUacNHG EXW P\ 

KHaG GiG QRW� 7ZR ZHHNV OaWHU� Ζ ZRQ fiUVW SOacH aQG a 

������� SUi]H� Ζ cRXOGQȇW iPaJiQH iW KaSSHQiQJ ZiWKRXW 

P\ KRXVHPaWHV�

7KH SUi]H SURSHOOHG PH iQWR P\ caUHHU� Ζ GHIHQGHG P\ 

Master’s thesis, designed a curriculum for a biomedical 

engineering course, started hosting “Maternal Health 

+aSS\ +RXUVȋ aW WKH (VWaEOiVKPHQW� aQG aWWHQGHG a ZRP-

HQȇV KHaOWK cRQIHUHQcH iQ 5ZaQGa� Ζ aOVR VcRUHG a SRViWiRQ 

ZiWK a cRPSaQ\ Ζ KaYH ORQJ aGPiUHG aQG UHVSHcWHG�

After my crash, classmates would tell me, “I can’t imag-

iQH EiNiQJ aURXQG WRZQ �� iWȇV VR GaQJHURXV�ȋ 7KHiU IHaU 

and my housemates’ encouragement compelled me to 

MRiQ %iNH 6/2 &RXQW\ȇV %RaUG RI 'iUHcWRUV�

Ζ aOVR MRiQHG KRXVHPaWHV RQ P\ fiUVW�HYHU EiNH WRXU iQ 

&XEa� Ζ QRZ ORYH EiNH WRXUiQJ� aQRWKHU acWiYiW\ Ζ QHYHU 

ZRXOG KaYH VHHQ P\VHOI GRiQJ� EHcaXVH RI WKiV cRPPXQiW\� 

$OO aORQJ WKH Za\ ΖȇYH KaG cRPPXQiW\ WR iQVSiUH PH� 7KH 

Establishment house taught me how to see it every-

where: my family, Cal Poly, cyclists, women’s health 

aGYRcaWHV� aQG iQ 6aQ /XiV 2EViSR� 

— Sara Dela Ripa

Biking Strengthens  
Community  Testimonial from Sara Dela Ripa
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